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Introduction

In contemporary societies, physical appearance and bodily presentation have
gained significant importance, particularly among women, who often devote
considerable attention and resources to enhancing their physical attributes. Young
women and girls may engage in such practices partly as a means of attracting social
attention and internalizing dominant beauty standards (Engeln, 2017). Today, many
young women perceive fashion and cosmetics as tools through which they can bridge
the gap between their appearance and prevailing aesthetic ideals, thereby modifying
and improving their self-image (John & Lee, 2005). The fashion industry
continuously creates new opportunities and possibilities for its consumers by
introducing diverse colors, designs, and styles, particularly for individuals who seek
to maintain a fashionable identity (El-Bassiouny, 2018). In the contemporary world,
social networks, global media, transnational cultural productions, and consumer-
oriented lifestyles continuously contribute to the reproduction and reinforcement of
the meanings, values, and social status associated with fashion. Fashion trends
represent processes of renewal and, in essence, reflect attempts to introduce
innovation and transformation into various dimensions of appearance and identity.
This phenomenon has become a significant social issue in modern consumer
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societies and is closely associated with the processes of modernization and the
emergence of contemporary lifestyles (Ghaderi & Rezaei, 2014). The present study
aims to systematically examine the social and cultural factors influencing women’s
inclination toward fashion and fashion-oriented practices in Boshruyeh. Drawing
upon empirical findings, the study seeks to provide scientific and practical
recommendations for addressing this phenomenon in a constructive manner at the
local level. Investigating this issue is not only a scholarly necessity but also a social
imperative for achieving a deeper understanding of women’s cultural
transformations within the intersection of traditional values and contemporary
modernity.

Method

This study employed a qualitative research approach using thematic analysis as the
primary analytical strategy. Thematic analysis is one of the most widely used and
flexible methods for examining qualitative data and is particularly suitable for
analyzing interviews, textual materials, narratives, and lived experiences. Through
this approach, researchers seek to identify recurring patterns of meaning within the
data. A theme is considered significant when it can be identified in at least two
instances of the analyzed material (Attride-Stirling, 2001). In this study, semi-
structured interviews were conducted as the primary data collection method, as this
technique is highly compatible with qualitative research approaches, particularly
thematic analysis. Participants were selected through purposive sampling. Following
the theoretical saturation criterion proposed by Glaser and Strauss, data collection
continued until no new concepts or categories emerged from the interviews. In the
present study, theoretical saturation was achieved after conducting 16 interviews. In
qualitative research, reliability and credibility are essential criteria for validating
research findings. During the interview process, efforts were made to accurately
capture and represent participants’ perspectives while minimizing the influence of
external factors. To enhance the reliability of the findings, the participant validation
(member-checking) technique was employed. Accordingly, after the identification
of conceptual codes and major categories, the extracted codes were presented to
several participants for review, and their feedback regarding the accuracy and
appropriateness of the interpretations was collected and incorporated. The
participants confirmed the consistency of the identified themes with their own
experiences and viewpoints.

Results

The thematic analysis of interviews conducted with 16 women from Boshruyeh
revealed that their experiences of fashion are shaped by a complex range of social
and cultural factors. The initial codes derived directly from participants’ narratives
demonstrated the significant influence of the desire for visibility, distinction, social
belonging, and conformity to collective norms. Many participants, particularly
younger and unmarried women, emphasized that their clothing styles and fashion
choices functioned as forms of self-expression. Focused codes such as “self-
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expression through clothing” and “the desire for distinction and visibility” emerged
from the data, suggesting that fashion, beyond being a form of external consumption,
serves as a mechanism for identity construction and self-presentation. The analysis
of qualitative data obtained from interviews with women aged 15 to 49 in Boshruyeh
indicated that the tendency toward fashion and fashion-oriented practices is a
multidimensional phenomenon influenced by the interaction of cultural, social,
economic, and media-related factors. The final themes extracted from the interviews
demonstrate that women’s experiences of fashion in Boshruyeh cannot be reduced
to individual preferences or personal taste; rather, they are deeply embedded within
broader social contexts and everyday living conditions. The findings further indicate
that women’s engagement with fashion is not merely an individual or aesthetic
phenomenon but is closely intertwined with social structures, interpersonal
relationships, and processes of identity formation. Four major factors influencing
participants’ fashion-oriented behaviors were identified: social class and personal
status, interpersonal communication networks, media and cyberspace, and social
identification through clothing. Regarding the role of media and cyberspace, the
findings revealed their substantial influence on the formation of fashion preferences
and consumption patterns. Most participants, particularly younger women, reported
that they obtain their clothing styles and fashion inspirations from platforms such as
Instagram, Telegram channels, celebrity pages, and online shopping websites. These
digital spaces function as important sources of fashion knowledge, trend circulation,
and symbolic identification. The participants did not perceive fashion merely as a
style of dress; rather, they described it as a complex and multilayered experience
intertwined with pleasure, social pressure, identity formation, and cultural
negotiation. A considerable number of participants stated that wearing modern and
diverse clothing styles provides them with feelings of pleasure, positive energy,
confidence, and inner satisfaction. For these women, fashion represents not only an
indicator of personal taste but also a means of enhancing mood, strengthening self-
esteem, and achieving a sense of social and personal value.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that the tendency toward fashion among women
in the city of Boshroyeh is a multidimensional and interdisciplinary phenomenon
that cannot be explained solely by individual preferences or media influence. Rather,
this tendency emerges from a complex interaction of social, cultural, and individual
factors shaped within the specific local context of Boshroyeh. On the one hand,
social factors, including socioeconomic status, peer pressure, and fashion-related
role models presented through media and social networks, play a significant role in
encouraging women to adopt fashionable styles. The findings clearly demonstrate
that media, particularly virtual social networks, have a distinctive influence on
shaping fashion-related attitudes, behaviors, and identities among women in
Boshroyeh. Another important dimension influencing fashion trends among women
in this city is the role of peer groups and immediate social environments, including
friendships, educational settings, and workplaces. The results of this study are
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consistent with previous research conducted on fashion orientation and women's
fashion behaviors in Iran. For instance, Moeini et al. (2011), in their study conducted
in Khorramabad, found that mass media, peer groups, and the desire for social status
enhancement were among the primary factors influencing women's inclination
toward fashion. The findings of the present study further support these results, as
most participants emphasized the substantial role of media exposure and peer
influence in shaping and modifying their clothing styles. Similarly, Mohammadali
(2015) reported that income level, educational attainment, and access to new media
are among the key determinants affecting the intensity of women's fashion
orientation. These findings align with the results of the present study, highlighting
the significant relationship between socioeconomic conditions, media accessibility,
and women's engagement with fashion trends.

Keywords: Fashion, Fashion-Oriented Practices, Thematic Analysis, Identity,
Women.
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Introduction

Nascent entrepreneurial intentions refer to an individual’s conscious willingness to
establish a new venture and are considered one of the most important antecedents of
entrepreneurial behavior. The formation of such intentions is not solely determined
by individual characteristics; rather, it is influenced by the interaction of personality
traits, social factors, and contextual conditions. Among these factors, the Dark Triad
personality traits, including narcissism, Machiavellianism and psychopathy may,
under certain circumstances, enhance entreprenecurial intentions due to their
associations with ambition, competitiveness, risk-taking and self-interest orientation.
However, when these traits are excessive or persistent, they may generate adverse
ethical and social consequences for stakeholder relationships and business
sustainability (Bogatyreva et al., 2021; Cai et al., 2021; Khawar et al., 2022).
Conversely, social capital, social support, and interpersonal networks strengthen the
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development and continuation of entrepreneurial intentions by providing access to
resources, information, emotional support, and emerging opportunities (Cogan et al.,
2022; Emami et al., 2023; Awaworyi Churchill et al., 2023). Despite growing interest
in these factors, previous studies have predominantly examined personality
characteristics and social factors independently, while the systematic interaction
between these dimensions, most notably within the context of science and
technology parks in less-developed regions of Iran, has received limited attention.
Therefore, this study designs a conceptual model of nascent entrepreneurial
intentions and explain the interaction between social dimensions and Dark Triad
personality traits within the context of South Khorasan Science and Technology
Park. The main research question is:
e How do social dimensions and personality traits interact in shaping nascent
entrepreneurial intentions?

Method

This study adopted a qualitative approach and employed the systematic grounded
theory method proposed by Strauss and Corbin. The research context consisted of
nascent companies established in South Khorasan Science and Technology Park in
Birjand (Iran). The research population included founders, managers and key experts
of startup companies. The sample was selected through purposive and theoretical
sampling, which continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. Indeed, 15
startup founders, including five women and ten men, participated in the study. The
inclusion criteria consisted of having at least three years of experience in
entrepreneurship or startup management, possessing in-depth knowledge of the
entrepreneurial ecosystem within the science and technology park, and being willing
to participate in in-depth interviews. Data were collected through face-to-face semi-
structured interviews, with each interview lasting approximately 60 to 90 minutes.
All interviews were recorded and transcribed verbatim with participants’ consent.
To enhance the credibility of the findings, member checking, data triangulation
through the park’s documents and reports, and reviews by two experts in
entrepreneurship and qualitative research methodology were employed. Data
analysis was conducted through three stages of coding: open, axial and selective
coding. During the open coding stage, 128 codes were identified; in the axial coding
stage, 25 categories were developed; and in the selective coding stage, 10 core
categories were extracted. The relationships among the categories were subsequently
organized within the final paradigm model.
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Results

The findings revealed that nascent entrepreneurial intentions are a
multidimensional and context-dependent phenomenon shaped by the interaction of
personality characteristics, social capital, communication networks as well as
economic, cultural and social conditions. Three main categories were identified as
causal conditions: dark personality traits, positive personality traits and social
capital. The Dark Triad traits, including narcissism, Machiavellianism and
psychopathy possessed a dual nature. Narcissism could strengthen the motivation to
engage in entrepreneurship by enhancing self-confidence, ambition, and the desire
for recognition. In contrast, Machiavellianism and psychopathy could, under certain
circumstances, facilitate entrepreneurial intentions through increased risk-taking
propensity and a focus on personal interests; however, they could simultaneously
increase the likelihood of manipulative behaviors, damaged relationships, and
ethical challenges. This finding is consistent with previous evidence regarding the
dual role of dark personality traits in entrepreneurship (Wu et al., 2019; Hollebeek
et al., 2022; Khawar et al., 2022). Alongside dark personality traits, positive
personality characteristics, including self-confidence, courage, risk-taking
propensity, self-control and emotional intelligence were identified as influential
factors. Furthermore, social capital, comprising social networks, emotional support,
and social cohesion, emerged as one of the most important causal conditions
contributing to the formation of nascent entrepreneurial intentions. At the contextual
level, economic and market developments, competitive pressures, resource
fluctuations, technological changes, gender differences in access to social support,
and market capacities and challenges were identified as significant factors.
Intervening conditions included individual experiences and skills, social networks
and interpersonal connections, creativity and innovation, financial resources, and
decision-making power. At the strategic level, the findings highlighted the
importance of strengthening social cohesion, developing partnerships and
collaborations, designing supportive and educational programs, and providing
training and assessment of prominent personality characteristics. The consequences
included enhanced individual motivations, economic and social success,
employment creation, improvement of managerial and leadership skills, and
enhancement of individuals’ psychological and social well-being. Finally, the ten
selective codes were integrated around the core phenomenon of ‘nascent
entrepreneurial intentions’, leading to the development of the final conceptual model
of the study.
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Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrated that the formation of nascent entrepreneurial intentions
cannot be explained solely by individual characteristics or social factors; rather, this
phenomenon emerges from the dynamic and context-dependent interaction of these
dimensions. A key contribution of this study is the identification of the dual nature
of Dark Triad personality traits. Specifically, traits such as narcissism,
Machiavellianism, and psychopathy may, under competitive conditions, stimulate
entrepreneurial intentions by enhancing ambition, risk-taking propensity, and goal
orientation. However, in the absence of self-control and ethical considerations, these
traits may threaten business sustainability and social relationships. In contrast, social
support, communication networks, and both bonding and bridging social capital play
critical roles in providing access to resources, information, and psychological
support, particularly within the cultural context of South Khorasan. Accordingly,
policymakers and managers of science and technology parks can develop programs
focused on self-awareness, self-regulation, and professional ethics, as well as
networking mechanisms and targeted support initiatives for women entrepreneurs.
Future research is encouraged to test the proposed model in other science and
technology parks and neighboring provinces, and to examine the interaction between
personality traits and social factors under different economic and cultural conditions.

Keywords: Nascent Entrepreneurial Intentions; Social Dimensions; Social
Capital; Dark Triad Personality Traits; Science and Technology Park.
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Introduction

According to ancient accounts, the Adur Burzen-Mihr Fire Temple was located
within the territory of ancient Parthia. Alongside the Adur Farnbag and Adur
Gushnasp fire temples, it reflected the tripartite division of the Sasanian Empire’s
sacred fires among the Parthians, Persians, and Medes. Accordingly, the central
place of the Adur Burzen-Mihr Fire Temple within this sacred triad constitutes the
principal research problem of the present study. The overall aim and scope of this
research are to elucidate the cultural significance of the Adur Burzen-Mihr Fire
Temple within the cultural geography of Khorasan. The study seeks to answer the
following question: What position did the Adur Burzen-Mihr Fire Temple occupy in
Zoroastrian religious texts and in the works of Muslim historians from the early
Islamic centuries? The hypothesis proposed in response to this question is that the
Adur Burzen-Mihr Fire Temple had long held a prominent position in Zoroastrian
tradition because of the importance attached to agriculture. As Sasanian society
became increasingly stratified, the status of the wastryosan (the agricultural class)
declined. Nevertheless, the Adur Burzen-Mihr Fire Temple, which symbolized this
class, may have retained its elevated status because of substantial textual evidence,
religious affirmations, and sacred narratives associated with it. Regarding the
research background and rationale, only a limited number of books and articles have
addressed the subject under investigation. Relevant works include Volume III of The
Cambridge History of Iran (Yarshater, 2001) and an article entitled “The Chahartaq
of Khaneh-ye Div: A Newly Discovered Sasanian Fire Temple” (Hashemi Zarjabad
et al., 2010, pp. 80-81), among others. A review of the existing literature suggests
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that a scholarly gap remains in explaining the cultural significance of the Adur
Burzen-Mihr Fire Temple. This gap highlights the need for a systematic and
comprehensive investigation of the subject.

Method

This study employs the historical research method. It seeks to reconstruct past
events as objectively as possible through the examination of authentic Zoroastrian
texts, Middle Persian literary works, inscriptions, literary texts, and historical-
geographical writings from the early centuries of the Islamic era. Building on a
specific hypothesis, the study aims to systematically investigate accounts that
contain relevant evidence pertaining to the research question. Such accounts, which
are often of Zoroastrian origin, are particularly well suited to describing and
explaining unique historical events and specific phenomena.

Results

The overall findings of this study indicate that the substantial textual evidence
preserved in Zoroastrian sources, together with its reflection in Islamic historical
works, attests to the high status of the Adur Burzen-Mihr fire temple, despite the
relatively low standing of the wdastaryosan (the agricultural class) within the
Sasanian social hierarchy. Among the principal contributions of this article is an
examination of how the sacred fire of Adur Burzen-Mihr transitioned from a mobile
to a stationary state, as well as the possibility that it could subsequently have returned
to a mobile state. According to explicit Zoroastrian accounts preserved in the
Selections of Zadspram and the Bundahishn, Ohrmazd created the Adur Burzen-
Mihr fire before the advent of Zoroaster, at the very beginning of creation, and
appointed it to protect the world, in a role comparable to that of the xwarra (divine
glory). A characteristic feature of the xwarra, which was associated with fire and fire
temples, was its ability to move in the forms of a varayna bird, an exceptionally stout
lamb, and other similar manifestations. This feature was closely connected with the
mobility of fire. Other findings of the present study include an examination of the
various aspects of the relationship between the name of the Adur Burzen-Mihr fire
temple and the god Mihr (Mithra); an investigation of the relationship between this
fire temple, the class of farmers, and the Zoroastrian seasonal festivals; a more
precise assessment of the temple’s revenues; and a detailed etymological analysis of
the term Adur Burzen-Mihr.



M | 00l ylowdiw Lo e /.. bl 3 peo iy 3 9 33T gousisT o>

Discussion and Conclusion

It was probably during the Sasanian period that the three social classes of priests,
warriors and farmers were first formally placed under the patronage of three
powerful fire temples. The Fire of the Magi in Azerbaijan symbolized the head
(thought and wisdom), the fire associated with the warrior class symbolized the heart
(courage and valor), and the fire associated with the farming class symbolized the
human belly (stomach). According to this organic conception of the social order,
Sasanian society was envisioned as a body with all its parts intact, in sound
condition, and each assigned a specific function. All its members were expected to
cooperate in safeguarding the integrity of the empire and ensuring its continued
existence. For this reason, a study of the Avesta, the authoritative corpus of Middle
Persian (Pahlavi) literature, and various other extant traditions revealed positive
documentary evidence concerning the Adur Burzen-Mihr fire temple. These sources
provided consistent and repeated testimony to the temple’s religious and political
legitimacy, seeking to establish the proposition that the absence of any one of the
fire temples from the institutional structure of the Sasanian political system would
have constituted a kind of loss of a vital organ in that system. An important reason
why Adur Burzen-Mihr retained its status until the end of the Sasanian period was
that the fire temple was in Parthia, the region that had been the homeland of the
Arsacid dynasty. The Karen, Suren, and Spahbed families were among the foremost
noble houses of the Parthian decentralized political order and played a vital role in
Sasanian civil and military affairs. Out of respect for the aristocratic elite, the
Sasanians were compelled to promote western fire temples of the empire, including
Adur Gushnasp, to consolidate their central authority. Ultimately, considerable
patience is required when attempting to determine the location of the Adur Burzen-
Mihr fire temple, and further archaeological discoveries must be awaited. Avoiding
speculative and unfounded theories about its location will help prevent cultural
distortions. Considering the substantial body of evidence, it is plausible that the fire
temple was in the village of Rivand, and that its status declined abruptly during the
Islamic period, after which it gradually faded from collective memory.

Keywords: Sasanian Empire, Zoroastrianism, Khorasan, Adur Burzen-Mihr Fire
Temple, Nishapur, Rivand.
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Introduction

The Red Crescent Society of Razavi Khorasan Province employs various strategies
to enhance organizational performance, including flexibility, timely crisis response,
organizational resilience, and the development of an adaptive culture. This study
aims to investigate the effect of transformational leadership on organizational
resilience, with adaptive culture serving as a mediating variable, in the Red Crescent
Society of Razavi Khorasan Province. Organizational environments are often shaped
by managerial practices, and in many cases, organizational culture and its
transformation influence leadership approaches within organizations. Consequently,
cultural change requires managerial commitment and determination and represents
a critical factor in achieving organizational goals. When an organization seeks to
develop a transformational culture, senior managers must thoroughly understand
emerging changes and future challenges. In such circumstances, leaders can play a
significant role in shaping organizational identity, influencing cultural development,
and facilitating change. Through their behaviors and actions, managers have the
ability to transform the nature of organizational culture. Previous studies suggest that
effective leadership is essential for establishing and sustaining an organizational
culture capable of adapting to environmental changes. Accordingly, managers who
successfully foster adaptive cultures often demonstrate characteristics associated
with transformational leadership. These characteristics include enhancing employee
well-being, addressing external environmental challenges, inspiring individuals
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toward change, encouraging intellectual stimulation, fostering trust, and reducing
resistance and fear through a culture that supports innovation and change (Soliman,
2018, p. 397). Researchers argue that resistance to change and an inability to accept
current realities represent cognitive challenges that may have significant
consequences, as organizations often require considerable time to identify, analyze,
and respond effectively to threats (Thomas et al., 2020, p. 239). In this context,
adaptive culture can be considered an important organizational factor influencing
resilience. Adaptive culture refers to a shared system of values, beliefs, and patterns
of thinking among organizational members that enables organizations to respond
effectively to environmental changes. It also facilitates the effective socialization
and integration of new members into the organization (Prayag et al., 2018, p. 196).
The concept of organizational resilience has been extensively developed across
various scientific and research disciplines. Chatterjee, Pereira and Bates (2018, p.
15) emphasize that organizational resilience is particularly significant because
resilient organizations contribute to the development of resilient societies.
Researchers argue that when organizations lack sufficient preparedness to mitigate
the effects of crises and respond effectively to disruptive events, the broader systems
and networks to which they belong will also be less capable of managing such
challenges (Lee et al., 2013, p. 279). Therefore, considering the critical role of
leadership and organizational culture in strengthening resilience, the present study
seeks to answer the following research question:

e Does the proposed model of the relationship between transformational
leadership and organizational resilience, mediated by adaptive culture, fit
the data from employees and volunteers of the Red Crescent Society of
Razavi Khorasan Province?

Method

This study employs a descriptive survey research design. The study was conducted
in 2023, and the statistical population consisted of employees and volunteers of the
Red Crescent Society of Razavi Khorasan Province. The target population included
460 individuals, from which a sample of 130 participants was selected based on the
Morgan sampling table. Participants were selected using non-random sampling
methods. Data were collected using a structured questionnaire developed based on
the research instrument of Madi et al. (2023). The collected data were analyzed using
descriptive and inferential statistical methods through SPSS and SmartPLS software.
To evaluate the validity of the measurement model, convergent validity and factor
analysis were conducted. Furthermore, composite reliability was assessed to
determine the reliability of the research constructs. Since the proposed research
model is a structural model, the validity and reliability of the measurement model
were examined before testing the structural relationships. The model was evaluated
using relevant indicators, including the Heterotrait—-Monotrait ratio (HTMT),
Average Variance Extracted (AVE), and Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Finally, the
conceptual model was tested using the structural equation modeling (SEM) approach
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with SmartPLS 3 software. The overall model fit and explanatory power were
assessed using the Q? predictive relevance index and the R? coefficient.

Results

The results indicated that the research sample consisted of 130 members of the Red
Crescent Society, the majority of whom were volunteers and held undergraduate
degrees. Data screening revealed no missing or outlier values, and the descriptive
statistics were within acceptable ranges. Evaluation of the measurement model
confirmed the convergent validity and reliability of the research constructs after
removing one item with an inadequate factor loading. Furthermore, the values of the
AVE, Cronbach’s alpha, and Composite Reliability (CR) coefficients confirmed the
satisfactory validity and reliability of the measurement instrument. The overall
model fit index (GOF = 0.52), along with the R? and Q? values, demonstrated the
acceptable fit of the structural model and its adequate predictive capability. The
results of hypothesis testing revealed that transformational leadership has a positive
and statistically significant effect on both adaptive culture and organizational
resilience. Moreover, adaptive culture was found to have a positive and significant
effect on organizational resilience and played a significant mediating role in the
relationship between transformational leadership and organizational resilience.
Overall, all research hypotheses were supported.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that transformational leadership plays a
significant role in strengthening adaptive culture and enhancing organizational
resilience within the Red Crescent Society. Furthermore, adaptive culture, as a
critical organizational capability, improves the organization’s ability to respond
effectively to changes, crises, and unforeseen events, while also serving as a
mediating mechanism through which transformational leadership influences
organizational resilience. These findings suggest that transformational leaders, by
establishing a shared vision, enhancing employee motivation, promoting
organizational learning, and encouraging innovation, facilitate the development of a
flexible and adaptive organizational culture. Such a culture ultimately strengthens
the organization’s capacity to maintain effective performance and ensure the
continuity of services during critical situations. Accordingly, managers and
policymakers of the Red Crescent Society should focus on fostering transformational
leadership practices, supporting continuous improvement, encouraging employee
and volunteer participation, strengthening teamwork, and creating an environment
based on trust and creativity. These initiatives can provide a foundation for
improving organizational capabilities and enhancing resilience. Moreover,
institutionalizing adaptive cultural values through systematic decision-making,
learning from organizational experiences, and continuous preparedness for crisis
management can improve organizational responsiveness in dynamic and uncertain
environments. In conclusion, the findings highlight transformational leadership and
adaptive culture as two strategic factors contributing to the enhancement of
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organizational resilience and the long-term sustainability of the Red Crescent
Society.

Keywords: Transformational leadership, Organizational resilience, Adaptive
culture, Red Crescent Society.
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Introduction

In Nehbandan County, located in the south of South Khorasan Province, various
dialects belonging to Persian, Arabic, and Balochi are spoken. In this county, Arabic
is used alongside Persian in the Arabkhaneh region. The Arabic dialects of the
Arabkhaneh region are among those dialects that have received little or no scholarly
attention. Tutesk is a small village belonging to the Arabkhaneh Rural District,
located in Nehbandan County, South Khorasan Province. The reason for selecting
this village as the subject of the present study is its relatively large population
compared with other villages in the region. The derivational system is considered the
most significant word-formation process in Arabic and one of the essential
mechanisms contributing to the development and enrichment of the language. The
vitality of Arabic depends on the health and productivity of its derivational system.
For this reason, Muslim linguists have attached great importance to derivation since
the early stages of Arabic linguistic studies. Therefore, examining the derivational
system of the dialect spoken in the aforementioned villages can reveal the extent of
interaction between Arabic and Persian. Only limited research has been conducted
on the Arabic dialects of Arabkhaneh. These studies can be divided into three groups.
The first group includes works that introduce and provide general descriptions of the
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Arabkhaneh region. The second group consists of studies focusing on the
morphological and lexical features of the dialects. The third group examines the
influence of Persian on these dialects. However, none of these studies has
investigated the derivational system of the Arabic dialect spoken in one of the
villages of the Arabkhaneh region. Accordingly, the present study aims to describe
the processes of word formation in the Arabic dialect of Tutesk village and, as far as
possible, to investigate verbal and nominal derivatives from several roots along with
relevant examples. It seeks to answer the following questions:
e How are words formed in the Tutesk Arabic dialect?
e To what extent do the rules of derivation and word formation in the Tutesk
Arabic dialect differ from those of Standard Arabic?
It is hypothesized that, due to prolonged contact with Persian speakers, the
processes of derivation and word formation in this dialect have undergone
fundamental differences compared with Standard Arabic.

Method

The data and information related to the Tutesk Arabic dialect were collected
through library research, fieldwork, conversations with native speakers, and direct
interviews. In selecting the informants, factors such as educational background, age,
and occupation were taken into consideration. This study examines the derivational
and inflectional morphological systems of the Tutesk Arabic dialect in word
formation through a descriptive-analytical approach. The theoretical framework of
the research is based on traditional Arabic morphology, and the data analysis is
conducted by comparing the morphological forms of the studied dialect with their
corresponding structures in Modern Standard Arabic. Within this framework, verbal,
nominal, and derived structures are analyzed in terms of root patterns, morphological
templates (wazn), derivation, and inflection in order to systematically describe and
explain the morphological characteristics of the dialect, as well as its similarities and
differences with Standard Arabic. The words and sentences collected from Tutesk
village and presented in this article were transcribed phonologically for more
accurate linguistic analysis and are enclosed in brackets. The transcription system
used for recording this Arabic dialect was adapted from An Introduction to Arabic
Phonetics and Qur’anic Tajwid (Zandi, 1389, pp. 43—45). It should be noted that, in
addition to this source, the book The Phonetic Structure of the Arabic Language was
also consulted as a valuable reference in the field of Arabic phonetics. A comparison
of the two sources indicates that the transcription symbols for most consonants are
identical in both systems, with minor differences observed only in the representation
of three consonants: jim (z), shin (_z), and ‘ayn (¢).
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Results

Unlike Standard Arabic, this dialect extensively incorporates elements from the
Persian language, particularly in newly emerging words and expressions. This
phenomenon indicates the influence of the standard language on the local dialect.
Although the Arabic dialect of Tutesk village preserves numerous morphological
patterns and templates, it is no longer fully effective in dealing with new and diverse
concepts or in creating new lexical items. Instead, it increasingly tends to borrow
words from Persian; consequently, the influence of Persian on this dialect continues
to expand. The primary vulnerability of the Arabic dialect of Tutesk village,
alongside external factors such as the influence of neighboring Persian dialects, lies
in its derivational system. The productivity and functional capacity of this system
have become significantly restricted, creating serious conditions for its decline and
eventual disappearance. Unlike Arabic, this dialect has largely lost its ability to
derive new forms and generate vocabulary, and it is now strongly influenced by
Persian linguistic and conceptual patterns. The reduction of verbal forms from
fourteen to ten, the declining productivity of augmented verb patterns (af‘al al-
mazid), the replacement of derivation by compounding processes, and the influence
of Persian on structures such as the elative (ism al-tafdil), intensive forms (sighat al-
mubalagha), and instrument nouns (ism al-ala) all demonstrate that the
morphological system of this dialect has lost much of its former productivity and
efficiency. Therefore, it appears that the linguistic and cultural conditions for the
decline and transformation of this dialect have been established. The disappearance
of the Arabic dialect, as the primary vessel of its cultural heritage, would in fact
represent the loss of a part of the history of a subculture that first developed in Arab
regions and later took root in South Khorasan. Preserving this dialect, as a significant
example of intangible cultural heritage, would contribute to greater linguistic
diversity and cultural richness.

Discussion and Conclusion

Following the analysis of this dialect and the similarities and differences between
it and Standard Arabic, the following findings were obtained. In the Tutesk Arabic
dialect, the use of basic verbal nouns is very limited, and nouns denoting concrete
entities and abstract concepts play a more prominent role. Furthermore, augmented
triliteral verbal nouns in this dialect are used in a compound form, similar to Persian.
Unlike Standard Arabic, which primarily forms new words through derivation, the
Tutesk Arabic dialect also employs compounding as a word-formation process. For
example, the expression “the milk became cheese” is rendered in Standard Arabic
as, “-,.l1 .5, where a verb is derived from a concrete noun. However, in the Tutesk
dialect, “co] iy> ol is @ compound construction rather than a derived form. The

past and present verb conjugations in this dialect differ phonologically from those of
Standard Arabic, although they maintain gender agreement. Moreover, in the
inflectional system of most past-tense verbs, the second-person masculine singular
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and first-person singular forms are identical and must be distinguished through
contextual clues. The number of verbal forms has been reduced from the fourteen
traditional Arabic conjugational forms to ten forms in this dialect. Unlike Standard
Arabic, the dialect does not have distinct grammatical forms for the passive past and
passive present. Instead, verbs are made passive by using specific verb patterns, such
as infi‘al and tafa“ ‘ul. The formation of imperative verbs in the Tutesk dialect differs
from Standard Arabic. To form third-person and first-person imperatives, the particle

13 2

»,” (meaning “must/should”) is added to the four third-person imperative forms and

(33

the two first-person imperative forms. In addition, the final " (‘3" marking the

indicative mood) is not dropped from the end of the verb. Since augmented verb
forms are rarely used in this dialect, agent nouns derived from triliteral augmented
verbs, as seen in Standard Arabic, do not occur; however, agent nouns derived from
simple triliteral verbs are present. In the Tutesk dialect, patient nouns (passive
participles) are mostly derived from infi‘al. The structure of comparative and
superlative adjectives has been influenced by the Persian language and differs from
Standard Arabic. The suffixes -tar and -tarin (Persian comparative and superlative
markers) are appended to the elative noun. Furthermore, unlike in Standard Arabic,
elative nouns in this dialect are also formed from color terms. While intensive
code/pattern forms (nouns of intensity) are abundant in Standard Arabic, they are
rarely used in the Tutesk dialect. In this dialect, intensive noun patterns cannot
convey their full meaning on their own without a Persian adverb. In other words, the
intensive noun in this dialect is essentially the same as the agent noun, with the
difference that the word “ =" (very) is typically added before the agent noun. Some

nouns of instrument in this dialect follow Classical Arabic patterns, while others are
used in Persian forms (with minor modifications). Although these nouns of
instrument follow Classical Arabic patterns, they differ phonetically from them.

Keywords: Khorasan Arabic, Tutesk Arabic Dialect, Language Contact,
Morphological Changes, Verb and Noun Derivation.
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Introduction

Nowruz is one of the oldest and most revered national celebrations among Iranians
and among several nations that share historical and cultural connections with Aryan
civilization. Given the origins of mysticism and its profound relationship with
Iranian culture, as well as the manifestation of this connection in mystical literary
works, the study of Nowruz as one of the most significant symbols of Iranian identity
becomes particularly important. Examining the concept, philosophical foundations,
and symbolic dimensions of Nowruz within mystical literature provides valuable
insights into the ways in which mystics have interpreted and represented this ancient
celebration. Furthermore, exploring the perspectives of mystics regarding Nowruz
and its various dimensions contributes to a deeper understanding of the cultural and
spiritual significance attributed to this traditional ritual. Several scholars and authors
have examined Nowruz, Iranian rituals and customs, the representation of
celebrations in Persian poetry, and the relationship between Nowruz and Persian
language and literature. Among these works are by Abu Rayhan al-Biruni’s (1974)
Instruction in the Elements of the Art of Astrology, Attar Nishapuri’s Nowruznameh,
Habibollah Bozorgzad’s National and Religious Festivals and Holidays in Pre-
Islamic Iran, Mir Jalaleddin Kazzazi’s Parnian Pandar. However, despite the
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existence of these studies, no independent research has yet been conducted

specifically on the representation and interpretation of Nowruz in mystical poetry

and the works of mystical poets. Accordingly, the present study seeks to address the
following question:

e How is the Nowruz celebration represented in the works of mystical poets,

and what perspectives do these poets express regarding this ancient Iranian
tradition?

Method
This study employed a descriptive-analytical method and content analysis. The
corpus comprised all mystical poems by Sanai, Attar and Rumi.

Results

Through the study and analysis of mystical works, with particular emphasis on the
poetry of Sanai, Attar and Rumi, it can be concluded that mystics approached
Nowruz from a spiritual and symbolic perspective, viewing it not only as the first
day of spring and an ancient national celebration of Iranians but also as a
manifestation of inner and outer renewal. From the mystical viewpoint, Nowruz
represents both the internal and external renewal of the mystic, as well as the spiritual
and material renewal of the world. The essence of Nowruz as a significant cultural
phenomenon is not rejected by mystics; rather, in their poetry, it is integrated with
sacred and mystical concepts, including the beloved, the night of destiny, the
manifestation of God’s divine beauty, spiritual expansion and joy, union, the
manifestation of truth and the ultimate stage of the mystical journey. Nevertheless,
mystics generally did not assign particular importance to Nowruz as a national
celebration in its social and ceremonial sense. Furthermore, mystical poets
demonstrated limited attention to social customs, including Nowruz traditions.
Influenced by Sufi principles of asceticism, simplicity, and detachment from worldly
affairs, they often avoided participation in courtly celebrations and ceremonial
gatherings. For instance, the Nowruz-related poems found in Sanai’s Divan are
primarily associated with his presence at royal courts and are categorized among his
panegyric poems. Another factor contributing to the limited representation of
Nowruz in mystical poetry may be the presence of religious considerations and
certain prejudices among some Sufi figures, as well as historical attempts to diminish
or eliminate pre-Islamic Iranian traditions during certain periods of the development
of Sufism. Consequently, the perspectives of the poets examined in this study
regarding Nowruz are largely consistent, with no significant differences observed in
their poetic interpretations of the celebration. Ultimately, the Nowruz envisioned by
mystics differs fundamentally from the Nowruz experienced by the general public.
For mystics, this celebration is not confined to a particular time or occasion; rather,
every moment represents a form of renewal. Therefore, from the perspective of the
people of truth, every day is a Nowruz.
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Discussion and Conclusion

The term Nowruz appears with relatively low frequency in the poetry of Sanai,
Attar and Rumi. However, the various applications and interpretations of Nowruz in
the works of these mystical poets can be categorized into four main aspects: (1)
Nowruz as the beginning of spring; (2) Nowruz as a celebration and festival; (3)
Nowruz as a symbol for the expression of mystical concepts; and (4) Nowruz as an
Iranian national tradition and a popular social celebration. From the mystical
perspective, the concept of celebration is not restricted to a specific time or external
occasion. Every moment represents a form of renewal for the mystic; therefore, for
the people of truth, every day can be regarded as Nowruz. A mystic poet such as
Rumi, whose poetry is deeply rooted in spiritual experience, interprets renewal
through a transcendent perspective and presents himself as a form of sacred
celebration that seeks to remove the chains of worldly imprisonment and liberate all
beings from sorrow. In Attar’s perspective, the person of truth is the child of the
present moment, and Nowruz represents a blessed and auspicious time. For the
mystic, the true celebration occurs when the flame of divine love is kindled within
the soul; at such a stage, both night and day become occasions of celebration and
spiritual renewal. Mystics therefore approach Nowruz primarily through an inward
and spiritual interpretation. For them, the authentic Nowruz is achieved through
witnessing the presence of the eternal beloved and perceiving the beauty of the
Creator, rather than through dependence on external forms of joy and celebration.
Accordingly, the Nowruz of the mystic exists within the heart and inner world,
whereas the Nowruz of the ordinary world is experienced through external
perception and outward manifestations. Although mystical poets did not devote
considerable attention to national rituals, including the ancient celebration of
Nowruz, their poetry does reflect a degree of attachment to the national and cultural
heritage of their homeland. Such expressions, however, are generally presented
within the limits of necessity and through the use of symbolic language and allusion,
consistent with the principles and worldview of mystical literature.

Key words: Nowruz, mysticism, mystical poetry, Sanai, Attar, Rumi.
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