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Introduction

Innovative behavior refers to a set of behaviors involving the identification and
exploration of problems, the generation of new ideas or solutions, the promotion and
development of those ideas, and, ultimately, their implementation in ways that are
useful and effective for organizations (lzzati et al., 2023, p. 470). It is regarded as a
key driver of educational improvement, as teachers who demonstrate innovative
behavior can be considered creative educators who generate and implement ideas
aimed at enhancing school performance (Johari, Wahat, & Zaremohzzabieh, 2021,
p. 74; Sary, Dudija, & Moslem, 2023, p. 1450). An organization's capacity for
innovation depends largely on its people and requires individuals to develop
awareness of, willingness to engage with, and positive attitudes toward change
(Zainal & Matore, 2021, p. 1; Dongxiao et al., 2024, p. 4338). Accordingly,
individuals need to possess attitudes and dispositions that enable them to move
beyond the status quo and engage in innovative behaviors (Zainal & Matore, 2021,
p. 2). Since organizational changes in schools are ultimately implemented by
teachers, their attitudes toward organizational change constitute a critical factor in
schools' readiness and capacity for change. Against this background, the present
study aims to investigate the role of attitudes toward organizational change in the
innovative behavior of primary school teachers in Birjand. Specifically, the study
seeks to determine the extent to which the three components of attitudes toward
organizational change, affective, cognitive, and behavioral, predict teachers’
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innovative behavior. Accordingly, the study addresses the following research
guestions:
1. What are the attitudes toward organizational change and innovative behavior
among primary school teachers in Birjand?
2. To what extent do the affective, cognitive, and behavioral components of
attitudes toward organizational change predict teachers’ innovative
behavior?

Method

The present study employed a quantitative, applied research design using a
descriptive-correlational approach. The statistical population comprised 1,900
primary school teachers in Birjand during the 2023-2024 academic year (1402-
1403). Based on the Krejcie and Morgan table, a sample of 320 teachers was
determined. Participants were selected through multistage cluster sampling. First,
Birjand was divided into three geographical districts—northern, southern, and
central—and schools were randomly selected from each district. Subsequently, all
teachers working in the selected schools were included in the sample. Data were
collected using two questionnaires: Attitudes Toward Organizational Change
Questionnaire developed by Dunham et al. (1989) and Innovative Behavior
Questionnaire developed by Kanter (1988). The Attitudes Toward Organizational
Change Questionnaire consists of 18 items across three dimensions: affective
attitudes toward change (Items 1-6), cognitive attitudes toward change (Iltems 7-12),
and behavioral attitudes toward change (ltems 13-18). In the study by Hejrati,
Zeinabadi, and Behrangi (2018), the content validity of the questionnaire was
established through expert evaluation, and its reliability was reported as 0.83. The
Innovative Behavior Questionnaire consists of eight items. Afshari et al. (2006)
reported evidence supporting its face and content validity (as cited in Saatchi,
Kamkari, & Askarian, 2011, p. 320). Its reliability was also assessed using
Cronbach’s alpha in the study by Saatchi, Kamkari, and Askarian (2011), yielding a
coefficient of 0.88. The collected data were analyzed at both descriptive and
inferential levels using one-sample t-tests and multiple regression analysis in SPSS.

Results

The descriptive findings indicated that 31.3% of the participants were male and
68.8% were female. Regarding teaching experience, the largest proportion of
participants (33.1%) had 11-20 years of work experience, whereas the smallest
proportion (17.2%) had 6-10 years of experience. In terms of educational attainment,
the majority of participants held a bachelor's degree (58.4%), while the smallest
proportion held a doctoral degree (1.3%). The study sought to determine the status
of primary school teachers’ attitudes toward organizational change and their
innovative behavior in Birjand. To address the research goals, one-sample t-tests
were conducted. The results indicated that both teachers’ attitudes toward
organizational change and their innovative behavior were significantly higher than
the hypothesized mean (p < .05), suggesting that both variables were at a favorable
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level among primary school teachers in Birjand. To test the research hypotheses,
multiple regression analysis was conducted. The results of the main hypothesis
indicated a significant positive relationship between attitudes toward organizational
change and teachers' innovative behavior (R = 0.20), supporting the hypothesis that
attitudes toward organizational change significantly predict innovative behavior.
The results concerning the three dimensions of attitudes toward organizational
change showed that affective, cognitive, and behavioral attitudes were significantly
associated with teachers' innovative behavior. The correlations between the
cognitive and behavioral dimensions and innovative behavior were R = 0.26 and R
=0.19, respectively. Among the three dimensions, the behavioral dimension had the
strongest predictive effect on innovative behavior, with a regression coefficient of B
= 0.26. These findings suggest that teachers’ behavioral attitudes toward
organizational change play the most prominent role in predicting their innovative
behavior.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that there is a positive and significant
relationship between attitudes toward organizational change and the innovative
behavior of primary school teachers in Birjand. Therefore, enhancing teachers’
attitudes toward change and fostering innovation in teaching practices can contribute
to improving teachers’ performance and promoting students’ learning outcomes.
Regarding the dimensions of attitudes toward organizational change (affective,
cognitive, and behavioral), the results revealed that, except for the affective
dimension, cognitive and behavioral attitudes had significant positive relationships
with innovative behavior. The affective dimension of attitudes toward change refers
to teachers’ emotional responses, such as fear and anxiety, during the process of
organizational change. Thus, concerns about potential threats to job security or
professional status during periods of change may hinder teachers’ engagement in
innovative behaviors. In contrast, the cognitive dimension, which reflects teachers’
knowledge, perceptions, and beliefs about change, was significantly associated with
innovative behavior. This suggests that teachers with greater knowledge, higher
information literacy, and stronger beliefs regarding the value and necessity of change
are more likely to demonstrate innovative behaviors. Finally, the behavioral
dimension was found to have the strongest predictive role in explaining the
innovative behavior of primary school teachers in Birjand. This finding highlights
the importance of teachers’ actual behaviors and practical responses to
organizational change, suggesting that successful implementation of change
initiatives depends largely on translating positive attitudes into observable actions
and innovative practices.

Keywords: Attitude Towards Organizational Change, Types of Attitudes,
Innovative Behavior, Elementary School Teachers.
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Introduction

Death and its associated rituals have long represented a significant field of inquiry
within the study of material culture. The structures societies construct for the dead,
the organization of burial spaces, the selection of locations for tombs, and the
materials employed in funerary practices all reflect aspects of worldview, social
organization, and belief systems. Mortuary spaces are therefore not simply places of
interment; they constitute material expressions of the living, through which
archaeological investigation can reveal dimensions of cultural history that may be
absent or insufficiently represented in written sources. In Iran, however,
archaeological research on Islamic-period funerary monuments has largely remained
focused on descriptive and architectural documentation, while theoretical
approaches derived from the archaeology of death, landscape studies, and materiality
have been less frequently employed. This limitation is particularly apparent in South
Khorasan, where Khusf and Darmian counties contain a wide range of funerary
monuments and burial landscapes that have, for the most part, been examined only
through brief architectural descriptions. This study seeks to address this gap by
investigating the mortuary landscapes of these two counties from the Timurid to the
Qajar periods through the interconnected perspectives of mortuary landscape, the
materiality of death, and ritual variability. It aims to identify structural and material
patterns, explore the relationship between funerary forms and the social and religious
identities of the deceased, interpret the cultural meanings embedded in choices of
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burial materials, and examine how the spatial placement of funerary monuments
shaped their functions and meanings within both natural and built environments.
Ultimately, the study investigates whether the observed variations in funerary
practices reflect distinct social, religious and cultural traditions within the later
Islamic periods of the region.

Method

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on systematic
archaeological fieldwork and documentary investigation. The primary data were
obtained through archaeological surveys conducted in Khusf County in 2014 and
Darmian County in 2015, during which funerary monuments, shrines, and historical
cemeteries were identified, documented, and recorded. Field documentation
involved architectural recording, the identification of construction materials,
measurement of graves and structures, geographic positioning through GPS,
photographic documentation, preparation of plans, and interviews with local
residents regarding oral histories, monument functions, and associated identities.
Oral accounts were used solely as complementary contextual evidence and were
evaluated cautiously in conjunction with archaeological remains and documentary
sources. The survey recorded 12 funerary monuments and six historical cemeteries
in Khusf County, while 13 funerary monuments were identified in Darmian County.
Three analytical approaches were applied: structural typology, which classified
monuments based on their plans, roofing systems, and dimensions; material analysis,
which examined the types and origins of materials used in architectural elements and
grave coverings; and spatial analysis, which investigated the relationship between
funerary monuments, natural landscapes, and settlement patterns. The resulting data
were comparatively analyzed and interpreted within the theoretical frameworks of
mortuary landscapes, the materiality of death, and ritual variability, while also
drawing upon historical texts and previous archaeological and architectural studies.

Results

The findings reveal that the mortuary landscapes of Khusf and Darmian represent
a diverse assemblage of funerary traditions rather than a single, standardized system.
Two primary structural patterns can be identified. The first, which is predominant in
both counties, consists of roofed funerary monuments characterized by domed
structures and square, octagonal, or cruciform plans. Examples include the tombs of
Shaykh Shams al-Din and Shaykh Abu Sa’id Khalvati in Khusf, as well as the tomb
of Sultan Ibrahim Reza in Darmian. The second pattern, documented particularly in
Darmian, comprises enclosed but roofless spaces containing exceptionally elongated
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graves. The Rafiei family funerary enclosure, the graves at Ashk in Darmian, and
the shrine of Shaykh Mahmoud Ghalandar represent examples of this tradition. The
extended dimensions of these graves appear to have functioned as a material
expression of the elevated status attributed to mystics and revered individuals,
providing a means of emphasizing spiritual significance without relying on
monumental architectural forms. The study further identifies a significant
relationship between the titles and social-religious identities of the deceased and the
scale, design, and complexity of their funerary structures. This association suggests
that variations in mortuary architecture were closely connected to perceptions of
status, memory, and religious authority within the communities that created and
maintained these spaces.

Figures designated as shaykh, pir, ghalandar, or sultan, particularly Sultan Ibrahim
Reza, are associated with more elaborate funerary monuments, whereas tombs
belonging to religious scholars and individuals bearing the title mal are generally
smaller in scale and less ornamented. Material distinctions are also evident in the
cemeteries of Khusf, where certain graves are covered with white flintstone or
marble. Although local narratives associate this practice with Sunni communities,
the available evidence does not allow for a definitive religious attribution. The
consistent orientation of these graves toward the gibla suggests that the distinction
primarily functioned as a marker of group identity rather than as an indication of
fundamental religious divergence. The spatial placement of funerary monuments
also carries interpretive significance. Some monuments associated with mystics
occupy elevated or visually prominent locations, emphasizing their symbolic
presence within the landscape, whereas others associated with religious scholars are
situated within ordinary village cemeteries. Furthermore, the preservation of 97
inscriptions across four plaster layers at the tomb of Sultan Ibrahim Reza, with the
earliest inscription dating to 990 AH, provides material evidence for approximately
370 years of continued visitation. These inscriptions demonstrate the enduring role
of mortuary spaces as active places of remembrance, ritual practice, and collective
memory.
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Discussion and Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the mortuary landscapes of Khusf and Darmian were
shaped by the coexistence of diverse material and spatial traditions. The
simultaneous presence of architecturally elaborate domed tombs and roofless
enclosures containing elongated graves indicates that commemorative practices were
not governed by a single standardized model. Rather, the material expression of
death varied according to the social and religious status attributed to the deceased,
local funerary traditions, and processes of collective memory. The relationship
between monument complexity and the titles associated with deceased individuals,
together with the exceptional dimensions of certain graves, supports Tainter’s
argument that investment in mortuary practices can serve as an archaeological
indicator of social status. At the same time, the deliberate selection of elevated
locations and the use of distinctive grave materials demonstrate that both place and
materiality played active roles in the construction of sacred identities and expressions
of group affiliation. The 97 inscriptions preserved at the tomb of Sultan Ibrahim Reza
further highlight the long-term continuity of visitation and illustrate the role of
funerary spaces as active repositories of collective memory. Overall, the integration
of mortuary landscape and materiality-of-death perspectives enables a transition
beyond descriptive architectural classification, allowing funerary diversity to be
interpreted as evidence of social hierarchy, belief systems, communal differentiation
and the enduring preservation of local memories.

Keywords: Mortuary Landscape, Materiality of Death, Later Islamic Centuries,
Khusf, Darmian.
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Introduction

Mend Gonabad pottery represents one of the oldest pottery production centers in
eastern Iran and reflects the dynamic relationship between the local environment,
indigenous culture, and regional workshop traditions. Among the wide range of
motifs used in Mend pottery, the fish motif holds a distinctive position. Beyond its
decorative role, it embodies various mythological, religious, environmental, and
cultural meanings. However, an examination of contemporary production reveals
that the status and prevalence of this motif within the visual structure of Mend
pottery have undergone notable transformations.

Accordingly, this study seeks to address these questions:

o What are the formal, stylistic, and compositional characteristics of the fish
motif in contemporary Mend Gonabad pottery?

e  Which visual elements appear most frequently in the examined samples and
can be recognized as recurring design patterns of the fish motif?

A review of the literature indicates that existing research has primarily focused on
the historical, symbolic, and comparative aspects of pottery motifs, while field-based
investigations into the visual characteristics of the fish motif in contemporary pottery
production remain limited. The significance of the present study lies in examining
the fish motif as an element of Mend pottery’s visual identity and analyzing its role
within the context of active pottery workshops in the region. Therefore, through field
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documentation, formal analysis, and the examination of compositional structures in
contemporary samples, this study aims to identify the visual characteristics and
recurring design patterns associated with the fish motif in contemporary Mend
Gonabad pottery.

Method

This study is applied in terms of its objective and adopts a descriptive—analytical
approach based on documentary research and fieldwork. Field data were collected
in 2025 through visits to and documentation of all 10 active pottery workshops and
14 pottery product stores in Mend, Gonabad. Data collection was carried out through
direct observation and documentation of the production process, the application of
underglaze motifs, semi-structured interviews with potters, pottery painters, and
retailers, as well as photographic recording. The study population consisted of 82
pottery products, from which 15 samples containing the fish motif were selected
using purposive sampling. The selected samples were chosen based on diversity in
vessel type, compositional structure, and methods of motif execution. Data analysis
was conducted at two levels: first, by examining the fish motif within the overall
context of the vessel; and second, by analyzing the formal characteristics of the motif
through linear reconstruction. This analysis focused on elements such as body shape,
viewing angle, fins, tail, internal details, orientation, and the relationship between
the fish motif and other decorative elements within the composition.

Results

The fish motif in contemporary Mend pottery demonstrates a relatively stable
visual system despite changing conditions of production. Structural analysis shows
that most representations feature elongated bodies with a consistent side-view
orientation. The fish figures are commonly depicted with bifurcated tails, triangular
fins, and segmented bodies created through parallel lines or hatching techniques.
Compositional analysis indicates that the placement of the motif is strongly
influenced by the geometry of the vessel. Circular arrangements are predominant on
bowls and plates, whereas horizontal and radial compositions occur more frequently
on cylindrical and vertically shaped vessels. Repetitive patterns, particularly triple
and serial repetitions, remain common and contribute to rhythmic balance and visual
harmony. Field observations indicate that economic factors significantly affect
design decisions. Potters tend to prioritize production speed, cost efficiency, and
market demands, resulting in simplified compositions and a reduced application of
complex motifs. Interviews with artisans reveal that floral patterns are often
preferred over fish motifs because they are easier and faster to execute within the
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limitations of contemporary production. Environmental analysis demonstrates a
close relationship between the visual characteristics of the fish motif and the
morphology of native ganat fish species. The elongated body shape, pointed fins,
and segmented surface details reflect direct observation of aquatic life in local water
systems. Linear abstraction of the motif shows a high degree of structural
consistency across the examined samples, suggesting the continued transmission of
visual knowledge and traditional design memory. Despite a decline in motif
diversity, traditional patterns continue to survive through intergenerational learning
and artisanal practice. Data triangulation confirms the consistency between field
observations, interview findings, and visual analysis. These results indicate that the
fish motif continues to function as a cultural marker shaped by environmental
perception, inherited craftsmanship, and adaptation to contemporary economic
conditions.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicate that the fish motif maintains a relatively stable and systematic
visual structure rooted in workshop traditions and the collective visual memory of
previous generations. From a formal perspective, the predominance of elongated
body forms, consistent side-view representation, frequent use of bifurcated tails and
angular fins, and body segmentation through parallel lines and hatching patterns
constitute the primary characteristics of this motif. These features reflect established
visual conventions while also demonstrating a close relationship with the
environmental conditions of the region, particularly the presence of fish in ganats
and domestic water reservoirs. Accordingly, the formal structure of the fish motif in
Mend pottery can be understood as the outcome of a gradual process of abstracting
natural forms through the lived experiences and observational practices of local
artisans. From a compositional perspective, the frequent use of triple and sequential
repetitions of fish figures, along with their arrangement in accordance with vessel
geometry (circular, horizontal, or radial), demonstrates artisans’ sophisticated
understanding of surface organization. This structured repetition not only creates
visual rhythm and balance but also carries symbolic associations with abundance,
prosperity, and the continuity of life. Furthermore, the enduring combination of fish
motifs with vegetal elements suggests a symbolic relationship with Iranian
mythological traditions, particularly concepts related to the Tree of Life and the
protection of vital resources. This association gains particular significance within the
arid and water-scarce environment of Gonabad. However, the analysis of
contemporary production conditions in the 2020s reveals that, although the visual
structure of the fish motif continues to follow traditional patterns, its frequency of
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use has declined due to economic limitations and the demands of faster production.
Compared with simpler decorative designs, the fish motif requires greater time and
technical effort, which has reduced its presence in everyday workshop production.
As a result, its application is now largely limited to special commissions and
distinctive artistic works. Thus, the fish motif in contemporary Mend pottery exists
within a dynamic balance between the preservation of traditional forms and
adaptation to current economic realities. In response to the research question, this
study concludes that the fish motif in contemporary Mend Gonabad ceramics
represents a coherent and deeply rooted visual system shaped by the regional
environment, artisans’ inherited knowledge, and the symbolic framework of Iranian
culture. Nevertheless, its continuity and widespread application in the 2020s
increasingly depend on economic conditions and market demands. Therefore,
systematic scholarly documentation and analysis of this motif can contribute not only
to preserving the visual heritage of Mend pottery but also to its meaningful revival
and creative reinterpretation within contemporary Iranian ceramic art.

Keywords: Mend Gonabad Pottery, Fish Motif, Formal Analysis, Indigenous Art,
Contemporary Pottery.
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Introduction

Archetypal criticism is a modern approach to literary criticism that developed
largely from the ideas of the Swiss psychologist Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961). This
approach examines the archetypes embedded in literary works and explores how a
poet’s mind internalizes these archetypes, patterns derived from recurring human
experiences and embedded in the collective unconscious—and expresses them
through symbolic forms. What distinguishes Jung’s theory from the perspectives of
other psychologists is his exploration of the realm he termed collective unconscious
(Stein, 2022, p. 165). According to Jung, the collective unconscious constitutes the
deepest layer of the psyche, of which individuals are largely unaware, and functions
as a repository of inherited patterns and experiences accumulated throughout human
development (Maghsoudi, 2020, p. 14). Archetypes, as the fundamental components
of the collective unconscious, are primordial patterns and forms that have existed in
the human psyche since ancient times and continue to influence human behavior and
actions (Shamisa, 1997, p. 24). The unconscious manifests itself through myths; and
just as the human psyche contains particular archetypal elements, myths, as products
of the psyche, embody universal and shared values. Through extensive analyses of
myths, literature, and folktales from diverse cultures, Jung identified several major
archetypes, including the Persona, Self, Anima, Animus, Wise Old Man, Shadow,
and Great Mother. From Jung’s perspective, “art and literature, like dreams, are
places where archetypal images and the collective unconscious manifest”
(Jamzadeh, 2013, p. 25). Ibn Hussam Khusfi, a prominent figure in religious epic
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poetry, paid considerable attention to archetypal motifs in his literary works,
particularly his ghazals. Drawing upon religious and mystical texts, he incorporated
and reinterpreted these archetypes in distinctive ways. His poetry therefore provides
a valuable context for examining the interaction between mystical thought, religious
symbolism, and archetypal patterns.
The present study seeks to answer the following questions:
e What are the most prominent archetypes found in Ibn Hossam Khusfi’s
ghazals, and how do they contribute to the meaning of his poetry?
o What symbolic meanings are conveyed by the archetypes employed in his
ghazals?

Method

This study employs a descriptive—analytical method within an interdisciplinary
framework that combines literary criticism with analytical psychology. The corpus
of the study consists of the ghazals of Ibn Hussam Khusfi (d. 875 AH/1470 AD), a
ninth-century AH Persian poet from Khosf in the Qohestan region. The primary
source is the Divan of Mohammad bin Hessam Khosfi, edited by Ahmad Ahmadi
Birjandi and Mohammad Taghi Salek (1987). The study focuses specifically on Ibn
Hussam’s ghazals, which constitute a significant part of his lyrical poetry. Data were
collected through library research and documentary analysis. The selected ghazals
were examined to identify and interpret archetypal patterns and their symbolic
manifestations. The analysis involved close reading of the poetic texts, identification
of archetypal motifs based on Jung’s theoretical framework, and interpretation of the
symbolic meanings associated with the imagery and themes employed by the poet.
The study draws on Jung’s principal concepts, including the collective unconscious,
archetypes, individuation, and specific archetypal figures and motifs such as Wise
Old Man, Anima, Shadow, Persona, Rebirth and Great Mother. These concepts
provide the theoretical basis for examining the psychological and symbolic
dimensions of Ibn Hossam’s poetry. Rather than employing statistical or quantitative
techniques, the study uses a qualitative hermeneutic approach to identify, analyze,
and interpret the archetypal structures underlying the selected poems. This approach
makes it possible to explore how archetypal images and motifs contribute to the
mystical, symbolic, and thematic dimensions of Ibn Hussam’s ghazals.

Results

The findings indicate that Ibn Hussam’s ghazals are rich in archetypal imagery and
symbolism. Six major archetypes are particularly prominent in his poetry: Wise Old
Man, Anima, Shadow, Persona, Rebirth and Great Mother.

a) Wise Old Man

The Wise Old Man archetype appears primarily through prophetic and spiritual
figures, including Adam, Joseph, Jacob, Job, Moses, David, and, most notably,
Khidr. 1bn Hossam portrays the spiritual journey as a path that cannot be successfully
completed without the guidance of a wise spiritual mentor. Khidr, who is associated
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with the Water of Life and emerges from a dark place, symbolizes the wise guide
who appears in moments of difficulty and facilitates spiritual transformation and
rebirth. His presence represents the guidance necessary for overcoming spiritual
obstacles and progressing toward higher levels of consciousness (Ibn Hussam, 1987,
p. 367).

b) Anima

The Anima, representing the feminine dimension of the male psyche in Jungian
psychology, manifests in Ibn Hussam’s poetry primarily through the image of an
exalted and celestial beloved. The poet’s inner Anima is represented through various
symbolic images, including the beloved’s dark hair and eyes, as well as the moon,
sun, stars, and the color red. Nighttime settings, in which the image of the beloved
emerges in the poet’s imagination, suggest a connection with the unconscious. The
beloved’s face is portrayed as brighter than the sun, while her eyes function
symbolically as a gateway between consciousness and the unconscious (Ibn Hussam,
1987, pp. 309, 311, 331). The poet’s love, which is often associated with Imam Alj,
transcends ordinary romantic affection and represents a form of spiritual love that
guides the individual toward self-knowledge and self-realization.

¢) Shadow

The Shadow archetype is manifested through negative characteristics such as
greed, arrogance, hypocrisy, and excessive attachment to worldly possessions. Ibn
Hussam employs animal imagery, particularly the fly, which feeds on filth, to
symbolize the darker aspects of the self. Similarly, the rust covering the mirror of
the soul represents the obscuring influence of the Shadow, which prevents the
individual from attaining genuine self-knowledge. The poet emphasizes that
overcoming these negative qualities requires spiritual purification through
contentment, humility, self-discipline, and detachment from worldly desires. Such
purification constitutes an essential stage in the process of individuation (lbn
Hussam, 1987, pp. 314, 323, 341).

d) Persona

The Persona, or social mask, appears primarily through images of false piety and
hypocrisy. This archetype is particularly evident in the figure of the unworthy Sufi,
who wears the outward appearance of asceticism while lacking genuine spiritual
qualities. From Ibn Hussam’s perspective, authentic love has the power to destroy
this false persona and reveal the individual’s true nature. The poet therefore criticizes
those who conceal their inner shortcomings behind the outward appearance of
religiosity and spiritual devotion (Ibn Hussam, 1987, pp. 306-307, 344).

e) Rebirth

The Rebirth archetype is expressed through recurring symbols of death,
transformation, and renewal, particularly earth and dust, water, fire, and the mythical
salamander. Ibn Hussam emphasizes the human origin in dust and the inevitable
return to it, while the potter’s clay symbolizes the cyclical relationship between
creation, death, and renewal. Water represents divine grace and spiritual vitality,
bringing life to the soul after a period of spiritual death. The salamander, which
survives fire without being destroyed, symbolizes spiritual purification and
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transformation through suffering and trial. Together, these images portray spiritual
development as a process of death to the lower self followed by renewal and the
emergence of a purified self (Ibn Hussam, 1987, pp. 309, 337, 356-357).

f) Great Mother

The Great Mother archetype appears through both nurturing and destructive
symbols, including the well, garden, paradise, whale, and whirlpool. The well,
particularly in connection with the story of Joseph, functions as a womb-like space
associated with both death and rebirth. Joseph’s descent into the well precedes his
eventual rise to power, transforming the well into a symbol of spiritual
transformation and renewal. The garden represents nourishment, fertility, growth,
and protection, while paradise embodies the ultimate maternal sanctuary and a place
of spiritual security. In contrast, the whale, which swallows Jonah, represents the
devouring and destructive dimension of the maternal archetype. Similarly, the
whirlpool evokes the dangerous and engulfing aspects of the Great Mother. These
contrasting symbols demonstrate the dual nature of the archetype as both a source of
protection and nourishment and a potential force of destruction and transformation
(ibn Hussam, 1987, pp. 333, 337, 349, 359, 364).

Discussion and Conclusion

The analysis demonstrates that 1bn Hussam Khusfi, influenced by his religious
beliefs and mystical worldview, incorporates a rich array of Jungian archetypes into
his ghazals. These archetypes function as transformative forces, serving as midwives
that give birth to the poet’s spiritual insights while simultaneously forming an
integral part of the overall structure and meaning of his poetry. The archetypal
patterns identified in his ghazals are deeply rooted in religious and mystical beliefs,
natural imagery, and the poet’s cultural heritage. Ibn Hussam’s use of archetypal
figures such as Khidr, Joseph, and Moses, together with symbolic elements such as
water, fire, the moon, and the sun, reflects a profound engagement with patterns
associated with the collective unconscious. His spiritual journey, from confronting
the Shadow to embracing the Anima and seeking guidance from the Wise Old Man,
closely parallels Jung’s concept of individuation. In this sense, the archetypes in Ibn
Hossam’s poetry are not merely literary devices; rather, they contribute to the
representation of an inner journey toward spiritual transformation, self-knowledge,
and transcendence. The study concludes that Ibn Hussam’s poetry expresses not only
his personal mystical experiences but also universal archetypal patterns that can
resonate across cultural and historical contexts. His ghazals demonstrate how
archetypal images and symbols can mediate between individual experience and
collective cultural meanings, allowing religious and mystical concepts to acquire
broader psychological and symbolic significance. This study contributes to the
growing field of interdisciplinary research at the intersection of literature and
psychology by demonstrating the potential of Jungian archetypal analysis for
interpreting classical Persian poetry. Future research could investigate the archetypal
dimensions of other works by Ibn Hussam, particularly the Khavaran-nameh, or
compare his use of archetypes with that of other mystical poets, such as Rumi and
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Attar. Further research into the cross-cultural dimensions of these archetypes could
also provide valuable insights into the universality, cultural adaptation, and
interpretive potential of Jung’s theory.

Keywords: Interdisciplinary Studies, Jung, Archetypal Criticism, Mystical Poetry
of Ibn Hussam Khusfi.
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Text—Image Correspondence in a Selection of Illustrations from the
Illustrated Khavaran Nameh Manuscript Preserved at the Golestan
Palace Museum?

Fatemeh Nakhaei ? Mohamad Amin Hajizadeh® Maryam Aziminezhad*

Received: 11/07/2026 Accepted: 15/08/2026

Introduction

The Khavaran Nameh, a religio-epic masnavi composed by Ibn Hussam Khusfi in
the 9th/15th century, represents a significant example of text—image interplay in
Persian illustrated literature. Inspired by Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and imbued with
Shi‘i religious themes, the work poetically recounts the heroic deeds of Imam Ali
and his companions. The significance of the Khavaran Nameh extends beyond its
literary and doctrinal dimensions to its illustrated manuscripts, in which religious
and epic themes are visually articulated through the medium of miniature painting.

This study aims to analyze and compare the text of the Khavaran Nameh with
selected miniatures from an illustrated manuscript, examining how epic and religious
concepts are visually represented. To this end, three miniatures from the manuscript
are analyzed in terms of their narrative content, compositional structure, and
correspondence with the verses of the original poem, in order to assess the degree of
textual—visual concordance within the manuscript.

1. This article is derived from the first author’s master’s thesis in Islamic Art, conducted in
the Department of Islamic Art at University of Birjand under the supervision of the second
author and with the advisory support of the third author.

2. Master’s student in Islamic Art, University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran

Email: fnakhaei@gmail.com

https://orcid.org/0009-0004-0028-5242

3. Assistant Professor, Carpet Department, Faculty of Arts, University of Birjand, Birjand,
Iran (Corresponding Author). Email: Ma.hajizadeh@birjand.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1435-5270

4. Assistant Professor, Handicrafts Department, Faculty of Arts, University of Birjand,
Birjand, Iran. Email: Maryam.aziminezhad@birjand.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4766-0287

COPYRAGHTS
= 2023 by the authors. Published by the General Office of Islamic Culture and Direction

southern Khorasan. This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions
of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9725-
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://doi.org/10.22034/fakh.2026.590897.1804

OF0 g pgun 03l iy Jl) (3wl 3  lotir] — Ko y3 ldllae | 1OA

A comparative study of text and image in illustrated literary works provides
valuable insight into the visual reconstruction of literary themes and the artistic
strategies employed by painters. Such an approach highlights the role of miniature
painting in conveying meaning and establishing a dynamic dialogue between
literature and visual art. Accordingly, this research pursues two objectives: (1) to
examine the relationship between text and image in the illustrated Khavaran Nameh
manuscript preserved at the Golestan Palace Museum, and (2) to identify the visual
strategies through which literary concepts are transformed and represented. It
therefore addresses the following research question:

¢ How is the correspondence between text and image established in the
miniatures of this illustrated manuscript?

Method

This fundamental study adopts a descriptive-analytical method with a comparative
approach and relies on documentary research for data collection. The research corpus
consists of 15 miniatures from the illustrated Khavaran Nameh manuscript, which
were qualitatively analyzed and compared. The findings from three selected
miniatures are presented in detail in the main text, while the remaining cases are
examined and documented in supplementary tables.

Results

An examination of the miniatures in the illustrated Khavaran Nameh reveals that
Imam Ali, as the central protagonist of the narrative, constitutes the most significant
element shaping the visual structure of the manuscript. In the majority of the
paintings, the compositional arrangement, the placement of figures, the directional
movement of the narrative, and the symbolic representation of the Imam are carefully
orchestrated to guide the viewer’s gaze toward him. This suggests that the illustrator,
much like the poet, sought to preserve and visually convey the pre-eminent status of
Imam Ali as the principal hero of the narrative. The Imam’s presence throughout
most of the miniatures, whether depicting scenes of combat or non-combative
gatherings and events, underscores his central role in structuring the visual narrative.
Through various pictorial devices, including central positioning, enlarged figural
scale, the orientation of other characters’ gazes and gestures, and symbolic markers
such as the fiery halo, the painter reinforces the Imam’s authority, prominence, and
sanctity. These visual strategies enable the miniatures not only to recount narrative
events but also to communicate the spiritual and heroic dimensions of Imam Ali’s
character. In contrast, the representation of the forces of evil (the adversaries) in the
examined miniatures reveals visual strategies that emphasize the triumph of good,
embodied by Imam Ali and his companions, over evil through a narrative and visual
opposition. Furthermore, in most of the analyzed scenes, the visual-narrative setting
is situated within the battlefield, reinforcing the epic dimension of the work and
highlighting the confrontation between opposing forces.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Regarding the extent to which the painter adheres to the verses of the Khavaran
Nameh, the analysis of the selected miniatures demonstrates that:

o Character—text correspondence is achieved to a considerable degree,
particularly through the visual representation of the attributes, status, and
characteristics of Imam Ali and his companions.

e Action—text correspondence is realized most extensively, as the painter
visually incorporates the majority of the narrative actions and concepts
conveyed in the poem.

e Space-text correspondence is also given considerable attention, and,
despite the limitations imposed by the conventions and requirements of
miniature painting, the settings described in the poem are rendered with a
relatively high degree of visual coherence.

Overall, the correspondence between image and text in the examined corpus
reveals a strong alignment between visual elements and literary content,
demonstrating the painter’s close engagement with the verses of the Khavaran
Nameh. The majority of concepts articulated by the poet are visually translated into
pictorial form. Nevertheless, the painter exercises creative autonomy in the depiction
of scene details, the selection of visual perspectives, and the construction of narrative
viewpoints. In conclusion, the findings of this study indicate that the miniatures of
the Khavaran Nameh, through the balanced integration of narrative components,
supplementary visual elements, and epic motifs, successfully create a coherent visual
interpretation of the story. While maintaining a close relationship with the literary
source, these paintings also reveal the expressive potential and artistic capabilities of
Persian miniature painting.

Keywords: Illustration, Khavaran Nameh, Imam Ali, Text-Image
Correspondence.
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Introduction
Modern schools in Iran began to operate during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah.
After the establishment of boys’ schools, new schools for girls were also founded.
In Birjand, the Shokatiyeh Boys’ School was founded in 1907, becoming the first
modern-style school in the Qayenat region. Afterwards, girls’ schools started to
appear in Iran. Forough al-Saltaneh Azarkhshi founded the first girls’ school in
Mashhad in 1917. Following the Shokatiyeh Boys’ School, the first girls’ school in
Birjand was established fifteen years later, in 1921, by the second Shokat al-Molk.
From the very beginning, this school faced many challenges and problems.
This article aims to answer the following research questions:
e What was the most important challenge faced by the Shokatiyeh Girls’
School in Birjand during its first fourteen years of activity?
e What were the origins of the cultural, economic, and administrative
challenges of the school?
o How were the cultural and economic challenges of the school resolved?

Method

This article is a historical study based on library research and relies on unpublished
documents from the Astan Quds Library. After collecting, rereading, and classifying
the data, the information was analyzed using a descriptive-analytical approach in
order to provide a clear picture of the problems and challenges that the Shokatiyeh
Girls’ School faced at the time of its establishment.
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Results

Different experiences in establishing girls’ schools in Mashhad and Tehran may
have influenced the idea of creating such a school in Birjand. Shokat al-Molk I1, the
governor of Qayenat, was especially influenced by the cultural situation in Tehran.
In one of his letters to his family, he mentioned his efforts in educating his daughters,
Fatemeh and Zohreh, and his decision to hire a teacher for their education. He later
developed this initial plan into the establishment of the first girls’ school in Birjand.
One reason for the delay in founding this school was the difficulty of finding a
competent manager to run it.

Challenges were greater in girls’ schools. The traditional society was generally
unwilling for girls to pursue education. Some believed that women’s literacy would
reduce their commitment to household duties. After the preparations for founding
the school were completed, a call for student registration was published. In an
announcement addressed to mothers, the necessity of educating girls was
emphasized. Shokat al-Molk Il began to encourage others by taking practical steps
within his own family and personally took responsibility for the protection and
supervision of the school. The timing of the school’s establishment was also
important and gave it a religious dimension. In addition to Shokat al-Molk 11, his
mother, Hajar Harivandi, played an important role in countering opposition to the
girls’ school. She considered the opening ceremony of the Shokatiyeh Girls’ School
to be among the holiest gatherings. Her speech was a response to the conservative
attitudes of Birjand society. Providing qualified administrative staff and a capable
manager for the first girls’ school in Birjand was one of the major problems. Despite
many difficulties, Tooba Mahmoudi was appointed as the first principal of the
Shokatiyeh Girls’ School and worked there for more than six years. The second
principal was Hakimeh Hakimollahi, who also experienced disagreements with the
school’s founder. Princess Malakeh Abolmalouki Qajar was the third principal,
serving from 1929 to 1934.

One notable characteristic of the Shokatiyeh Girls’ School was the teaching of
foreign languages. Like other modern schools, it followed a path of innovation.
However, it was difficult at that time to find women capable of teaching foreign
languages. Madame Wygornitsky was the first foreign teacher hired in 1923 to teach
a foreign language at the school. Later, Mademoiselle Luba Kosminsky was hired in
1930. Russian teachers were employed mainly because of their ability to teach
French. Similar to the boys’ school, modern sciences were taught at the Shokatiyeh
Girls’ School. Some subjects considered suitable for girls, such as sewing, were also
included in the curriculum.

One of the challenges of the school was the shortage of teachers for specialized
subjects such as mathematics. Although the teachers were good, they lacked some
qualifications compared to the male teachers in the boys’ school. The problem
became more serious when students’ academic weaknesses combined with
unfamiliarity with school regulations. Another problem was the lack of familiarity
among some teachers with administrative rules. Failure to follow regulations was
also observed among students; some were frequently absent for various reasons.
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Disorder at the school was not limited to the classroom, and similar situations were
reported in other school activities. Financial payments were another challenge. Poor
financial management led to delays in paying the salaries of teachers, supervisors,
the principal, and staff. One reason for these problems was the negligence of those
responsible for paying the school’s allocated funds. According to the available
documents, this was not an occasional issue but a frequent and routine one. In
addition to Tooba Mahmoudi, Hakimollahi also faced financial disputes with the
school’s founder. Payments to Malakeh Abolmalouki, the third principal of the
Shokatiyeh Girls’ School, were also highly problematic.

Discussion and Conclusion

Modern education for girls in Birjand, which began in 1921, faced various cultural
and economic challenges. The education of girls was still considered problematic by
the general public and by some traditional religious scholars. Therefore, the founder
of the Shokatiyeh Girls” School, using his political influence and with the support of
certain clerics and intellectuals, tried to create the necessary conditions for girls’
entrance into the new school. The mother of Shokat al-Molk 11 was also one of the
main supporters of this initiative. The lack of educated local women who could teach
or manage the girls’ school in Birjand was another major challenge. The teaching of
foreign languages was also a significant difficulty, which the school’s founder
addressed through his previous relationships with former Russian officials. As a
result, Madame Wygornitsky and Luba Kosminsky were employed to teach French.
The lack of qualified teachers and their unfamiliarity with educational regulations,
along with weak discipline, were additional challenges that were resolved gradually
through experience over the course of a decade. Funding the school through the
financial support of the governor of Qayenat was one of its positive features. Income
from various properties was allocated to sustain this cultural initiative. However,
irregular salary payments and reliance on individuals rather than on a structured
administrative and financial system led to financial problems during the first decade
of the school’s activities. Mahmoudi, Hakimollahi, and Abolmalouki, the first three
women who served as principals, faced financial difficulties caused by delayed
payments, which eventually led to their departure from Birjand and hindered long-
term cooperation. This challenge gradually decreased with the appointment of a
special agent for financial affairs, and later, from 1934, with the transfer of school
management to members of Shokat al-Molk 1I’s family.

Keywords: Modern Education, Birjand, Shokouzieh Nesvan (Girls” Association),
Girls’ Schools.
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