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Introduction

As one of the main pillars of improving the quality of education, teacher
professional development plays a crucial role in enhancing the education system and
students’ academic success. The role of education as a tool for empowering societies
has become more important than ever, and primary education holds a special place,
not only because it initiates the formal learning process, but also because it shapes
children’s personality, cognitive, social, and moral foundations, paving the way for
lifelong learning and active participation in society. This process should not be
considered a temporary event; rather, it should be continuous and based on the real
needs of teachers. Emphasizing continuity and need-based planning is well justified,
as numerous studies have shown that effective professional development not only
improves teaching quality, but also increases job satisfaction, reduces burnout, and
enhances student learning outcomes. In underprivileged regions such as South
Khorasan Province, teachers’ professional development faces multidimensional and
profound challenges. Geographical dispersion, the distance of schools from
educational centers, limited digital infrastructure, lack of educational resources, and
weak organizational support are just some of these obstacles. Therefore, this study
aimed to identify the factors affecting the professional development of elementary
school teachers in South Khorasan Province.
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Method

In this study, a mixed-methods approach (qualitative—quantitative) with a
sequential exploratory design was employed. In the qualitative phase, purposive
sampling was used. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with a total of 18
teachers, 5 administrators, and 3 educational specialists. To identify additional key
participants, the snowball sampling method was applied, and data collection
continued until theoretical saturation was reached. Using Brown and Clarke’s (2006)
content analysis method, key factors affecting teacher professional development
were identified, including: individual factors (motivation, attitude, desire to learn),
organizational factors (school culture, support from administrators, educational
facilities), economic factors (living situation, financial incentives), and contextual
factors (geographical dispersion, cultural diversity).

Based on these qualitative findings, a researcher-developed questionnaire was
designed encompassing the four core categories: individual, organizational,
economic, and contextual factors. Items were measured on a five-point Likert scale
(from strongly agree to strongly disagree) to accurately capture teachers’
perspectives. To ensure content validity, the questionnaire was reviewed and revised
by three experts. Reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha for each
component. The sample size was determined to be 317 participants using the
Cochran formula. Questionnaires were distributed and analyzed using a stratified
random sampling method among elementary school teachers in Birjand, Darim, and
Khusf counties.

Results

The results of the descriptive analysis indicate that the mean scores for all the main
components of the study were above the theoretical average (15 for five items on the
Likert scale), reflecting a generally positive attitude among elementary school
teachers in South Khorasan Province toward various dimensions of professional
development. The highest mean was observed for the component “Professional
Development Model” (21.71), suggesting that participants evaluated the structure
and implementation methods of in-service courses relatively favorably. The lowest
mean was observed for “Contextual Factors” (15.19), highlighting that cultural,
geographical, and social challenges continue to hinder teachers’ professional
development. Results from the multiple regression analysis showed an R? value of
0.416, indicating that the four components, individual, organizational, economic,
and contextual factors, collectively explained approximately 42% of the variance in
teachers’ professional development in the current model.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Motivation and the desire to learn play a crucial role in advancing teachers’
professional development. Qualitative findings from the interviews confirmed this,
with many teachers expressing intrinsic motivation to improve their professional
performance. They identified factors such as personal interest in growth, a desire to
apply new teaching methods, and a sense of responsibility for students’ learning as
their main motivators. In contrast, some teachers cited family pressures, lack of time,
and burnout as obstacles to professional development. These were coded in the
thematic analysis as “personal motivation” and “personal barriers”. The study also
found that teachers in rural areas have limited access to in-service courses due to the
distance from educational centers. To address this issue, it is recommended that
information technology infrastructure, such as high-speed internet and online
educational platforms, be strengthened in rural schools, enabling teachers to
participate continuously in in-service courses, virtual workshops, and professional
experience exchanges.

According to the research findings, individual factors, particularly the desire for
continuous learning (M = 4.52), and economic factors, especially financial incentives
(M = 4.44), have a significant impact on teachers’ professional development.
However, weak policymaking, insufficient financial incentives, and challenging
environmental conditions, reported both in qualitative interviews (teachers’ and
administrators’ statements) and in quantitative results (low mean scores for
organizational and contextual components), can hinder this process. Organizational
factors, such as regional educational policies (M = 2.90), appear less aligned with
teachers’ needs. Within organizational factors, support from school principals and a
collaborative school culture play a critical role in fostering motivation and creating
a conducive environment for professional growth. Nevertheless, weak regional
education policies and limited educational facilities constitute significant obstacles
to teachers’ professional development. Contextual factors, including geographical
dispersion, also present challenges that affect access to professional development
opportunities.

To develop effective strategies for improving the professional development of
elementary school teachers in South Khorasan Province, it is essential to consider
contextual factors such as geographical dispersion and cultural diversity. Overall,
the results of this study indicate that teachers’ professional development is
influenced by a set of individual, organizational, economic, and contextual factors,
which operate in an interconnected manner, with no single component solely
responsible. Some teachers also reported family pressures, lack of time, and burnout
as obstacles to professional development. These factors were identified in the
thematic analysis as the core codes of “personal motivation” and “personal barriers.”
The study further found that teachers in rural areas have limited access to in-service
courses due to their distance from educational centers. To address this issue, it is
recommended that information technology infrastructure, such as high-speed
internet and online educational platforms, be strengthened in rural schools, enabling
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teachers to participate continuously in in-service courses, virtual workshops, and
professional experience exchanges.

Keywords: Professional Development, Elementary Teachers, Individual Factors,
Organizational Factors, Economic Factors, South Khorasan.
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Introduction

Tun (present-day Ferdows) is an ancient city in southern Khorasan which, from the
Sasanian era until the Safavid period, constituted a peripheral or secondary
component of the historical province of Qohestan. The 10th century AH witnessed a
fundamental transformation with the rise of the Safavid state and the consequent
disintegration of Qohestan’s longstanding administrative structure. Gradually, Tun
was elevated from a marginal position to the center of a new regional
configuration—a shift reflective of Safavid regional policy and the reorganization of
Iran's eastern frontiers against persistent Uzbek threats. This research seeks to
explain the process and causes behind this transformation and addresses the
following question:

o How did a city of secondary status within Qohestan evolve into the political,
religious, and military axis of southern Khorasan during the Safavid era?

By examining the historical trajectory of Tun from the late 9th century AH until
the end of the Safavid period, this study analyzes the multifaceted factors driving
this change. The central hypothesis posits that Tun's rise resulted from a complex
interplay of political, religious, geographical, and security-related determinants. A
review of existing scholarship confirms that this specific question has not been
systematically addressed.
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Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in critical
historiography. Data collection involves a comprehensive analysis of primary
historical sources from the Timurid and Safavid periods, including but not limited to
The Gardens of Paradise on the Description of the City of Herat, The World-
Adorning History of ‘Abbas, The Garden of the Safavids, A Compendium of
Histories, The Victorious Conquests, and The Restoration of Kings. These textual
sources are critically examined to reconstruct administrative changes, military
campaigns, and socio-political dynamics. This textual evidence is systematically
integrated with archaeological data and material culture, including architectural
remnants, epigraphic evidence (e.g., mosque and Imamzadeh inscriptions), and
records from the Iran National Heritage List, to analyze the city's physical
development and spatial transformations. The analytical framework employs
inductive and comparative techniques. Historical developments are examined across
three temporal strata, pre-Safavid, Safavid, and post-Safavid, allowing for a
diachronic assessment of continuity and change. The process of Tun's centralization
is contextualized within the broader spectrum of Safavid imperial policies,
particularly concerning frontier management, religious consolidation, and provincial
reorganization. This multi-source, comparative approach facilitates a holistic
explanation of how local dynamics intersected with central state strategies to
redefine Tun's regional significance.

Findings

The research shows that the process of Tun’s elevation began in the tenth century,
when the Safavid dynasty, by dismantling the long-standing administrative structure
of the province of Quhistan, rendered its dependent districts autonomous and
reorganized them under the authority of Qizilbash amirs. Concurrently, with the
destruction of Tabas and the decline of Qaen, Tun, owing to its intermediary
geographical position between Qaen, Gonabad and Tabas, emerged from the second
half of the same century as the administrative and military center of these regions.
The earliest indications of this transformation appear in the decrees of Shah Isma‘il
Safavi, notably in the abolition of the poll tax imposed on the inhabitants of Tun,
seemingly intended to support its Shi‘i community. From a religious perspective,
Twelver Shi‘ism in Tun had pre-Safavid roots, a factor that prompted particular
attention from the Safavid rulers toward this area. Cities that shared doctrinal
alignment with the central government benefited from financial and political
privileges, and Tun was among them. In Safavid sources, Tun is referred to as Dar
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al-Mu’ minTn, a title that signifies its official recognition and religious sanctity within
the provincial structure of the Safavid state.

During the reign of Shah Tahmasp, the city’s identity was strengthened through the
restoration of the central fortress and the expansion of Shi‘i rituals in religious sites
such as the Kushk Mosque and the city’s Imamzadeh. However, the principal role in
consolidating this centrality was played by powerful local governors. Sulayman
Khalifa Turkmen of the Mawsillu clan, who ruled over Tun and Tabas in the final
decades of the tenth century, transformed Tun into a military and political stronghold
by stabilizing regional security and expanding the city’s fortress. After him, Mihrab
Khan Qajar and subsequently Malik Mahmud Sistani, through their local authority,
sustained this status until the final years of the Safavid period. The presence of Shah
‘Abbas the Great on his campaign route to Qandahar, as well as the residence of the
royal family in Tun in 1031 AH, further attests to the city’s prominence.

From a geographical and strategic standpoint, Tun, beyond its intermediary
location between Qaen, Gonabad, and Tabas, lay at the intersection of the Yazd—
Tabas—Khorasan and Kerman—Khorasan routes, thereby serving as a mediating link
between eastern and southern Iran. This position was of vital importance both in
confronting Uzbek incursions from the northeast and in controlling caravan routes
leading to the central provinces of Iran. The city’s great fortress, which according to
MacGregor in the nineteenth century was formidable and imposing, functioned
during the Safavid era as a defensive bulwark of southern Khorasan.

In the final phase of the Safavid period, Malik Mahmud Sistani, the last governor
of Tun, was able, by relying on strong military fortifications and his tribal alliances,
to maintain regional security against raids by Baluch and Afghan groups and to
expand his domain as far as Qaen and Tabas. Although his rebellion against Shah
Sultan Husayn and the subsequent collapse of the Safavid state ultimately led to the
decline of this centrality, Tun’s role in the organization and administration of
southern Khorasan throughout the eleventh and twelfth centuries is undeniable.
Following the destruction of the city by Ahmad Shah Durrani in 1167 AH, regional
centrality shifted to Tabas; nevertheless, the surviving remains and the accounts of
Qajar-era travelers describing the extensive fortifications and buildings of Tun
testify to its lost splendor in the Safavid period. Safavid-era architectural remains in
Tun (present-day Ferdows) and its dependencies, such as Boshruyeh and Sarayan,
including madrasas, bathhouses, bazaars, and cisterns, bear witness to the city’s
prosperity from the tenth to the twelfth centuries.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Accordingly, the transformation of Tun from a peripheral town into the political—
military center of southern Khorasan during the Safavid period was neither
accidental nor the result of a single factor; rather, it was the product of a multilayered
combination of political, religious, geographical, and security-related factors.
Although Tun’s centrality persisted into the Afsharid period, it gradually diminished
in the wake of political and military developments in eastern Iran under that dynasty,
most notably the rise of Mashhad to the north of Tun and the emergence of the newly
prominent Alam and Zanguie families in Qaen and Tabas, which eroded Tun’s
strategic advantage and central position in southern Khorasan.

Keywords: Safavid, Southern Khorasan, Tun, Ferdows, Political Centrality.
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Introduction

Civic culture, as a fundamental component of sustainable urban and social
development, plays a crucial role in shaping responsible, law-abiding, and
participatory behaviors among citizens (Gholamzadeh-Fard, 2021). In Islamic
societies, religious and social institutions—particularly mosques—possess
substantial capacity to promote civic values and norms due to their spiritual,
educational, and social functions (Delzendeh et al., 2014). Mosques are not only
places of worship but also influential spaces for strengthening social cohesion,
providing informal education, and enhancing the quality of the urban environment
(Zarei, 2016). Despite the recognized importance of civic culture in urban
management and development, challenges such as declining social participation, a
weakening sense of belonging, and diminished civic responsibility have intensified
the need to reassess the role of local institutions (Haji-Esmaeili & Khalilian, 2011).
In this context, mosques, as deeply rooted institutions within local communities, can
play a constructive role in civic education, the reinforcement of law-abiding
behavior, and the promotion of social norms (Timornezhad et al., 2016; Hosseini
Karim-Abad et al., 2016). However, existing studies indicate that relatively few
investigations have systematically examined the role of mosques in improving civic
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culture (Akbari & Ghasemi, 2023). The main research question guiding this study
is:
e Through which components and functions can mosques contribute to the
enhancement of civic culture?

Accordingly, the purpose of this research is to identify and analyze these
components and to propose a conceptual model for improving civic culture, with an
emphasis on the role of mosques in South Khorasan Province. Such a model may
serve as a foundation for cultural and social policymaking at the local level.

Methodology

The present study is applied in purpose and qualitative in nature, employing a
systematic literature review approach. Research data were collected from both
domestic and international scholarly sources, including peer-reviewed journal
articles and academic theses. The literature search was conducted using keywords
related to civic culture, mosques, social participation, and civic education, covering
the period from 2015 to 2024. To enhance the rigor and validity of the findings, the
selection of relevant studies was guided by predefined inclusion and exclusion
criteria and implemented through four stages of screening and refinement. Of the
123 studies initially identified, 24 sources met the eligibility criteria and were
ultimately selected for final analysis. Data analysis was carried out using qualitative
content analysis, in which concepts were systematically coded at multiple levels,
leading to the extraction of main and subordinate components. This methodological
framework enabled the identification of conceptual patterns, comparison of scholarly
perspectives, and synthesis of findings toward the development of a proposed
conceptual model.

Findings

The findings of the study indicate that mosques in South Khorasan Province
possess substantial potential as well as existing capacities for enhancing civic
culture. This role is not confined solely to religious and ritual functions; rather, it
extends across social, educational, physical (spatial), and economic dimensions. The
high density of mosques in the province, together with their historical and cultural
background, provides a favorable context for mosques to play an active role in the
everyday lives of citizens.

Based on the qualitative content analysis of the selected studies, the key
components influencing the improvement of civic culture were identified across five
main dimensions: human relations, communicative capacities of mosques,
architectural and physical status, the concept of placemaking, and civic education.
Within the dimension of human relations, mosques foster connections between
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individuals and God, the self, and others, thereby promoting adherence to social
norms, social responsibility, and behaviors grounded in religious ethics. Interactions
between imams and worshippers, group interactions, and collective activities emerge
as some of the most important mechanisms for strengthening social capital within
mosque spaces.

With regard to communicative capacities, mosques function as local social
networks that contribute to social cohesion and increased civic participation through
the organization of cultural, social, and supportive activities. The findings also reveal
that the architecture and spatial positioning of mosques, particularly within the urban
and rural contexts of South Khorasan, play a significant role in identity formation,
strengthening a sense of place attachment, and enhancing the quality of the urban
environment. The concept of mosque-based placemaking, achieved through the
integration of physical, social, perceptual, and cultural components, transforms
mosques from purely ritual spaces into dynamic venues for social and cultural
interaction.

Finally, the findings demonstrate that mosques, as centers of informal education,
play a vital role in teaching civic rights and responsibilities, promoting law-abiding
behavior, enhancing social awareness, and contributing to economic empowerment
and psychological well-being, particularly during times of crisis.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that mosques in South Khorasan Province, due
to their spiritual significance, extensive social networks, and cultural influence, have
the potential to serve as strategic institutions for promoting civic culture. The
conceptual model developed here shows that integrating the religious, social,
educational, and physical functions of mosques can enhance social cohesion,
strengthen social capital, and improve quality of life in both urban and rural
communities. The discussion suggests that when mosques extend beyond their
traditional roles and actively engage in local cultural, educational, and social
programs, they can help address challenges such as declining social participation,
weakened sense of belonging, youth migration, and broader social issues. Attention
to indigenous mosque architecture, social placemaking, and the development of
managerial capacities is essential to realize these expanded functions. Practically,
the study provides guidance for cultural policymakers, urban planners, and mosque
administrators. By designing mosque-based civic education initiatives and fostering
collaboration among local institutions, sustainable cultural and social development
can be promoted. Future research is recommended to adopt field-based, quantitative,
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or mixed-method approaches, as well as comparative studies, to validate the
proposed model and assess its applicability in other regions of the country.

Keywords: Civic culture; Mosques; Social Participation; South Khorasan
Province.
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Introduction

In recent years, particularly in Iran’s metropolises such as Mashhad, significant
changes have occurred in marriage patterns, accompanied by rising divorce rates and
adecline in marriage. These phenomena are influenced by structural and value-based
transformations, including economic instability and cultural shifts toward
individualism and Western lifestyles. While existing literature extensively lists
cultural, economic, and social obstacles to marriage, there remains a gap in research
regarding a systematic, data-driven prioritization of these issues and their
corresponding solutions. Most previous studies present disjointed lists of obstacles
and solutions without establishing a logical link between a specific problem and its
remedy. Furthermore, the perspectives of “social activists”, individuals with long-
term, field-based experience in marriage facilitation and NGO operations, have been
largely overlooked. These activists possess unique insights into practical challenges
and the changing dynamics of youth marriage. The present study aims to address this
gap by conducting a phenomenological analysis of the views and experiences of
social activists in Mashhad. The primary research question is:

e What are the obstacles to marriage and the solutions for countering them
from the perspective of social activists in the field of family and marriage?

This study seeks to provide a hierarchical and functional classification of these
factors to aid policymakers and cultural planners.
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Methodology

This study is an applied research project utilizing a qualitative approach and
thematic analysis. The statistical population consisted of social activists in the field
of marriage in Mashhad. Participants were selected using purposive sampling with
the criterion of having at least ten years of practical experience in matchmaking,
facilitation, and cooperation with NGOs. Sampling continued until theoretical
saturation was reached, resulting in a sample size of 18 individuals (9 females and 9
males). Data were collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews. The
gathered data were analyzed using the thematic analysis method proposed by Braun
& Clarke (2006) via MAXQDA software. The analysis process involved three
stages: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. To ensure the validity and
reliability of the findings, Guba and Lincoln’s (1985) four criteria (credibility,
transferability, dependability, and confirmability) were employed. Techniques such
as member checking (review by participants) and peer debriefing were used to verify
the accuracy of the coding and interpretation process.

Results

The analysis of the interviews yielded 144 initial codes, which were categorized
into two groups: problems and solutions. These codes were subsequently organized
into 11 basic themes and ultimately classified under five overarching themes.

1. Individual and Family: This theme comprises the basic themes of
Knowledge and Skills, Family Dysfunction, and Psychological-Physical
Factors. The most frequently identified problem was the lack of necessary
psychological knowledge and skills for marriage, while family dialogue
regarding the philosophy of marriage emerged as a key solution. The Family
Dysfunction theme highlighted issues such as inefficient parental attitudes
and a lack of familial support.

2. Islamic Lifestyle: This theme contrasts the Islamic Lifestyle with the
Western Lifestyle. Highly frequent obstacles included wunrealistic
expectations shaped by Western lifestyles and consumerism. Proposed
solutions focused on promoting the Iranian—Islamic lifestyle and simplifying
marriage ceremonies.

3. Economic and Political: This theme encompasses Employment and
Entrepreneurship, Economic Dysfunction, and Inefficient Governance.
Major barriers included lack of employment opportunities for men and
economic insecurity. Suggested solutions involved government support for
easy marriage, housing provision, and economic support packages.

4. Participation in Marriage: This novel theme addresses NGOs and Jihadist
Capacity as well as Matchmaking Challenges. Activists identified weak and
ineffective NGO activities and a shortage of intermediaries (matchmakers)
as key problems. Corresponding solutions emphasized jikadist cultural work
to facilitate marriage and the organization of systematic matchmaking
mechanisms.
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The findings notably prioritized cultural and soft-warfare aspects (media and
lifestyle) alongside economic factors, distinguishing this study from those focusing
solely on financial constraints.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this research align with and expand upon previous studies by
organizing obstacles and solutions into a coherent, hierarchical model. While
economic factors remain a necessary condition for marriage, the social activists
emphasized cultural and cognitive factors, specifically the influence of media and
the shift towards Western lifestyles. They play a central role. The study introduces
two significant dimensions less emphasized in prior literature: Participation (the role
of NGOs and intermediaries) and Persuasion (Media warfare). The paper suggests
that resolving the marriage crisis in Iran requires a comprehensive, coordinated
action plan involving families, public institutions (NGOs), governance bodies, and
media. The government must address economic instability and housing, while
families and educational institutions must focus on skill-building and correcting
unrealistic expectations. Crucially, the media must adopt a strategic approach to
counter negative narratives and promote the value of marriage. Future research is
recommended to design operational intervention models based on the specific
Problem-Solution pairs identified in this study.

Keywords: Marriage Obstacles, Marriage Solutions, Social Activists, Mashhad,
Qualitative Analysis.
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Introduction

The uprising of Behafarid (746—749) is one of the earliest Iranian movements
during the transitional period from Umayyad to Abbasid rule. It emerged with the
aim of revitalizing Zoroastrianism in Khorasan, specifically in Zuzan, Khaf, and the
regions between Neyshabur and Herat. This movement arose under the influence of
temporal conditions (political chaos following the fall of the Umayyads, the uprising
of Abu Muslim, and pressures on Zoroastrians) and spatial characteristics (Khorasan
as a center of Iranian resistance and a crossroads of Zoroastrian culture and emerging
Islam). By combining Zoroastrian elements with Islamic teachings, Behafarid
presented a reformist creed aimed at preserving Iranian identity and resisting Arab
domination. This paper attempts to answer this question:

e How did the temporal and spatial conditions of the Umayyad—Abbasid
transitional period provide the context for the emergence and subsequent
suppression of Behafarid’s movement?

The hypothesis is that the movement’s emergence resulted from a synergy between
a temporary power vacuum and hope for change (temporal factor) and resistant
cultural-religious traditions and deep social dissatisfaction in Khorasan (spatial
factor). Its suppression, however, was the result of the reverse synergy: Abu
Muslim’s urgent need for unity among pro-Abbasid forces (temporal factor) in
Khorasan, where Abbasid military power was highly concentrated (spatial factor).
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This research contributes to understanding the interaction of time and place in the
rise and fall of socio-religious movements in post-Islamic Iran.

Method

This research is a historical-qualitative study conducted within the frameworks of
historical geography and the sociology of religious movements, with an emphasis on
time-space structures. The research population is the society of Greater Khorasan in
the 2nd century AH, spanning the period from Abu Muslim’s uprising to the
consolidation of Abbasid rule. The spatial scope encompasses eastern Khorasan,
from Zuzan and Khaf to Herat and Badghis. Data were collected through library-
based research, utilizing primary historical sources, including al-Tabari, al-Biruni,
Ibn al-Nadim, Gardizi, and Tha'alibi, alongside geographical-historical texts and
modern studies. Purposive sampling was employed, focusing on sources that directly
mention or describe Behafarid’s movement. Data analysis was conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method grounded in three theoretical frameworks: political
opportunity structure (temporal factor), ecological context of rebellion (spatial
factor), and timing of suppression. This approach interprets the emergence and
suppression of Behafarid’s movement as the result of the interaction between the
Umayyad—Abbasid transitional period (political turmoil, elite competition, power
vacuum) and the spatial characteristics of Khorasan (remoteness from the caliphal
center, cultural frontier, Zoroastrian traditions, and a memory of resistance).

Results

Behafarid, a Zoroastrian priest from Zuzan in Khorasan, emerged during a critical
period (129-131 AH), coinciding with the peak of Abbasid propaganda, the decline
of Umayyad authority, and the launch of Abu Muslim’s uprising. This power
vacuum, political instability, and widespread dissatisfaction among mawali,
peasants, and Zoroastrians created a favorable environment for reformist leaders.
Behafarid introduced a syncretic creed that blended Islamic elements, such as wine
prohibition, ritual ablutions, five daily prayers, and wealth capped at 400 dirhams,
with Zoroastrian beliefs, including sun worship, resurrection or reincarnation, and
public works. His message resonated strongly with peasants and lower-class
Zoroastrians who were burdened by Umayyad taxes and social discrimination.
Geographically, Greater Khorasan—particularly Khaf, Zaveh, Bust, Neyshabur, and
Badghis—provided a secure haven for independent movements due to its distance
from the Umayyad center, its diverse population (including Zoroastrians, Iranian
mawali, discontented Yemeni Arabs, and oppressed peasants), and its relative
military autonomy. The region also served as a cultural bridge between pre-Islamic
Iranian traditions and nascent Islam. However, the same temporal and spatial factors
contributed to Behafarid’s suppression. In building a broad anti-Umayyad coalition,
Abu Muslim needed to maintain unity with traditional Zoroastrian mobads, who
viewed Behafarid as a heretic corrupting their faith. To prevent fragmentation, Abu
Muslim ordered Behafarid’s arrest in the Badghis mountains and his execution in
Neyshabur (131 AH). This episode illustrates that during the transitional period, Abu
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Muslim’s priority was a united front against the Umayyads, and any movement
threatening this alliance, regardless of its Iranian origins, was eliminated. Neyshabur,
as a key military and political center, symbolized the consolidation of Abbasid
power.

Discussion and Conclusion

Behafarid’s movement exemplifies the interaction of time and place in the rise and
fall of a socio-religious movement. The temporal factor—the Umayyad—Abbasid
transitional period, marked by a power vacuum and political chaos—created the
opportunity for its emergence. The spatial factor—Khorasan’s remoteness, cultural
diversity, flexible Zoroastrian traditions, and peasant socio-economic base—
provided the context for its spread. Its suppression resulted from the same factors in
reverse: Abu Muslim’s imperative for unity (time) and the concentration of Abbasid
military power in Khorasan (place). Abu Muslim’s alliance with Zoroastrian mobads
against Behafarid led, in the short term, to Abbasid consolidation and the elimination
of a movement rooted in Iran-Shahr ideology. However, long-term suppression did
not eradicate such movements; it contributed to later uprisings, such as those led by
Sunbadh, al-Muganna’, and Ustadhsis, which often invoked avenging Abu Muslim
and reviving the “old faith.” These subsequent movements illustrate how socio-
religious tensions spread from central Khorasan to peripheral regions, including Ray,
Qazvin, and Transoxiana. This study suggests that understanding socio-religious
movements in Islamic-Iranian history requires simultaneous attention to temporal
and spatial factors. Future comparative research on similar reformist movements in
North Africa or Central Asia is recommended.

Keywords: Behafarid, Khorasan, Time and Place, Religious Reformist
Movement, Abu Muslim Khorasani, Umayyad-Abbasid Period.
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Introduction

One of the enjoyable literary genres for children is nonsense verse (hichaneha); it
has rhetorical, semantic, and ideological layers and is supported by intellectual and
cultural foundations. Nonsense verse is a type of poem that children recite during
group games or physical activities. Contrary to what their name suggests, Nonsense
verse is not meaningless or empty; rather, due to their meter and rhythm, they are
highly engaging and stimulating. Since the greatest attractions for children lie in
music, these poems serve as a good basis for movement, exercise, and children's
games. This type of poetry, recognized in Iranian literature, European literature, and
the literatures of other nations as a literary genre with a specific function in oral
communication, has received little attention and study.

his study examines the aesthetics of Khorasan’s nonsense verses, alongside
providing an overview of their features, and seeks to answer the following research
questions:

e What prominent linguistic features do the nonsense verse of Khorasan hold?

e Which rhetorical devices occur more frequently in the nonsense verse?

e What effect do the linguistic characteristics of Nonsense verse have on
children’s language and speech skills?

Despite the significance of the topic and the need for scholarly studies, research on
Persian nonsense verse remains limited. Existing studies include a master’s thesis
titled “The Devices of Nonsense Verse in Iranian Children’s Literature”, an article
examining the relationship between text and image in the book ‘Hich Hich
Hichaneh’, and a study on the aesthetics of rhetoric and semantic playfulness in
nonsense Verse in children’s folk literature. To date, no independent research has
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focused specifically on the nonsense verse of Khorasan, and the present article
represents the first study in this area.

Methodology

The present research is qualitative and ethnographic in terms of its objective and
has been conducted using a descriptive-field approach. Its main goal is to identify
and document the common types of nonsense verses in Khorasan and to examine
their aesthetic functions. In this study, ethnography was used as the primary research
method. Ethnography, as one of the fundamental methods in anthropology,
emphasizes the direct observation of people's behaviors and speech in their natural
living environments. Accordingly, the researcher, by being present in the research
field, collected the required data through participant observation, in-depth and
informal conversations with locals, and note-taking of children’s poems related to
nonsense verses.

The data collection tools included semi-structured interviews and participant
observation. In the interviews, efforts were made to record and document native
nursery rhymes that children had enthusiastically repeated in the past and to extract
their special techniques. Additionally, part of the research data was gathered from
the book Local and Indigenous Games of South Khorasan, and all nonsense verses
samples were transcribed using the International Phonetic Alphabet and translated.

Results

In nonsense verses, a prominent or deliberate use of rhetorical devices is not
generally expected; however, certain techniques and strategies enhance their
rhetorical and aesthetic value and constitute the main reason for their durability and
appeal. These techniques fall into two categories: foundational and general
strategies, which include semantic defamiliarization (meaning-avoidance),
musicality, and humor; and techniques specific to nonsense verse, which distinguish
it from other similar forms such as tazrig and nonsense.

A child does not seek correct or logical meaning in poetry. Freedom from the
constraint of meaning expands the child’s imagination and doubles the pleasure
derived from reading the poem. In nonsense verses, meaning-avoidance appears on
two levels: the word level and the sentence level.

Music is the most crucial tool for creating dynamism and vitality in a child’s
language and mind. It encompasses all components of speech—meter, thyme,
refrain, consonants and vowels, stresses, and pauses. The poet of nonsense verse
employs every possible device to create musicality, since the poetic quality of
nonsense verse depends on it. Under normal circumstances, music gives direction to
meaning; but in nonsense verse, meaning is not the goal. The musical elements of
nonsense verses include meter (short and rhythmic), innovative rhyme-making and
repetition at both the word and sentence levels.

The techniques specific to nonsense verse include inversion, indeterminacy,
syntactic balance and dynamization. Through inversion, we encounter an illogical,
reversed, and chaotic world; a world wherein phenomena act contrary to their natural
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behavior and irrational events and unreal outcomes are regarded as acceptable and
normal. Indeterminacy refers to the lack of clarity in nonsense verses achieved
through surreal imagery. When faced with these ambiguous and unfamiliar images,
children express surprise and wonder. This sense of astonishment causes the
nonsense poem to imprint itself on the child’s mind and encourages the child to seek
relationships among the poem’s events and concepts. Such effort activates and
energizes the mind and ultimately increases the child’s creative power.

Posing questions and answers that are read with a fast, percussive rhythm—while
simultaneously creating syntactic balance and a kind of semantic music, diverts the
audience’s attention away from meaning and reinforces the poem’s nonsensical
nature. Finally, the animation and personification of objects in nonsense verses are
closely linked to the material and spiritual experiences of the creator of the nonsense
verse.

Discussion and Conclusion

Nonsense verses whose core characteristics are semantic evasion and the breaking
of habitual linguistic patterns, provide a rich space for fostering children’s cognitive
development, creativity, and language acquisition. Through nonsense verses,
children simultaneously engage in singing and play, combining verbal expression
with physical activity.

These verses play a significant role in nurturing children’s imagination. The
pleasure of discovering rhyme, together with the magic created by the juxtaposition
of phonetically similar words, leads to a form of mental agility. Through the repeated
recitation of these poems—as well as the play and joy associated with them—the
child’s bodily movements become coordinated with mental processes. In the
Hichhanehs of Khorasan, fundamental and widely used aesthetic strategies are
clearly evident. The prominence of musicality—created through repetition, phonetic
and lexical parallelism, rhythm, rhyme, and occasionally syntactic deviation—
constitutes the most important aesthetic element of this poetic form.

The repetition of specific consonants, such as /t/, /l/, and /r/, contributes to the
strengthening of articulatory muscles and enhances children’s linguistic skills.
Moreover, semantic playfulness, inversion, and the disruption of conventional logic
governing objects and phenomena—along with the creation of surprise, rapid and
repetitive question-and-answer patterns that intensify rhythm and excitement, and
the animation and personification of inanimate elements that open the door to the
world of the impossible—are all prominently present in nonsense verses.
Collectively, these features make nonsense verses both engaging and pleasurable for
children, while simultaneously supporting their linguistic, cognitive, and
imaginative development.
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