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1. Introduction

Khorasan has historically been one of the largest and most important
provinces of Iran, encompassing dozens of small and large cities, many of
which have received relatively little attention in historical research. The city
of Tun, one of the important cities in southern Khorasan and administratively
affiliated with Herat during the Safavid period, was situated along the course
of Khorasan's political and military developments due to its geographical
location. Numerous mountains surround Tun, and this natural geographical
setting enabled its rulers to defend the city under the protection of these
mountains and to establish a barrier against the incursions of northeastern
invaders into Iran. However, Safavid-era sources contain relatively little
information about Tun, which has been one of the principal challenges facing
the present research.

This article aims to examine the political and military developments of Tun,
the role of local governors, and the central government's policies in
confronting Uzbek threats. The main research question is to assess the
political developments of Tun from the reign of Shah Mohammad
Khodabanda to the end of the Safavid period and to identify the factors that
influenced changes in the city's political and security conditions. The
hypothesis is that Tun's geographical location, the central government's



strategic policies during the reign of Shah Abbas, and rivalries among Uzbek
khans played significant roles in the city's political developments.

Regarding the research background, it should be noted that Morteza
Daneshyar (1404 SH) has conducted the most significant study related to the
present subject. Half of Daneshyar's article is devoted to the period preceding
the reign of Shah Mohammad Khodabanda, whereas the present article
focuses exclusively on the period extending from the reign of Shah
Mohammad Khodabanda to the fall of the Safavid dynasty.

2. Method

This study employs the historical research method with a descriptive-
analytical approach. Initially, information and data were collected from
library sources, including dynastic histories, general histories, local histories,
credible and reliable scholarly studies, as well as Latin-language sources and
articles. The collected information and data were subsequently subjected to
critical examination and scholarly description. Accordingly, the research
sought to clarify the nature and characteristics of historical events, followed
by an analysis of the data and evidence in light of the research questions.

In fact, the author has sought first to provide a description of the political and
military developments of the city of Tun from the reign of Shah Mohammad
Khodabanda to the end of the Safavid era and subsequently to offer an
analysis of the role played by Tun's governors in the city's political and
military developments, particularly in repelling Uzbek invasions.

3. Results

This study seeks to assess the relationship between the geographical
conditions and defensive structure of the city of Tun and its ability to
withstand Uzbek attacks. The findings indicate that the weakness of the
central government, disagreements among Qizilbash amirs, and the
intensification of Uzbek attacks during the reign of Shah Mohammad
Khodabanda and the early years of Shah Abbas I's rule led to insecurity,
occupation, and economic and social damage in the city of Tun. With the
consolidation of Shah Abbas I's government, the strengthening of the Safavid
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state's military presence in Khorasan, and the successive defeats suffered by
the Uzbeks, security and political stability returned to Tun, creating the
conditions for its subsequent economic and infrastructural development.
Indeed, Tun's position as a strategic region in Khorasan and its significance
in relations with the Uzbeks meant that, following several decades of crisis
and Uzbek occupation, the city eventually came under the control of Iranian
officials.

Furthermore, the events in Tun during this period demonstrate that the city
constituted one of the important frontier regions in the Safavid strategy for
safeguarding the southern and central parts of Khorasan. Another finding of
this article is that the liberation of Tun from Uzbek control cannot be
attributed solely to the support of the central government and the
strengthening of the city's garrisons. Rather, one of the principal factors
behind the reconquest of Tun during the reign of Shah Abbas and the
establishment of lasting Iranian control over it was the intense rivalries among
the Uzbek khans. Shah Abbas himself took advantage of these rivalries by
granting fiefs in Iran to some Uzbek khans.

As aresult of political and economic stability, Tun prospered from the middle
of Shah Abbas I's reign until the late Safavid period, enabling the city's
inhabitants to benefit from these conditions and improve their livelihoods and
economic activities. During the reign of the Safavid Shah Sultan Husayn,
Malek Mahmoud Sistani, the governor of Tun, took advantage of the
weakening of the central government and pursued an increasingly
independent course of action. He laid claim to the governorship of Mashhad
and even to the throne of Iran. However, Nader ultimately put an end to the
ambitions of Tun's governor.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Due to its geographical location, Tun was continually exposed to Uzbek
attacks during the Safavid era. During the reign of Shah Mohammad
Khodabanda, disagreements among the Qizilbash amirs, the weakening of the
central government, and the Shah's weakness and inability plunged the
country into a state of disorder. Moreover, the conflict between Queen Mahd-
e Olya, the wife of Shah Mohammad Khodabanda, and Mirza Salman Etemad



al-Dowleh, on the one hand, and the Qizilbash amirs, on the other, further
exacerbated the situation. These circumstances prevented the central
government from strengthening the military forces in Khorasan province,
including those stationed in the city of Tun. The Uzbeks consequently
launched attacks against Tun. As a result of the weakness of the central
government during the reign of Shah Mohammad Khodabanda, the city of
Tun fell into Uzbek hands. The findings of this research indicate that the
weakness of the central government, disagreements among the Qizilbash
amirs, and the intensification of Uzbek attacks during the reign of Shah
Mohammad Khodabanda and the early years of Shah Abbas I's rule resulted
in insecurity, occupation, and economic and social damage in Tun. Following
the conclusion of the First Treaty of Istanbul with the Ottoman Empire in 999
AH, Shah Abbas strengthened the central government and defeated the
Uzbeks at Robat-e Paryan. With the consolidation of Shah Abbas I's power
and the strengthening of the Safavid state's military presence in Khorasan,
security and political stability returned to Tun, thereby creating the conditions
for its subsequent economic and infrastructural prosperity.
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