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Introduction

With the outbreak of the First World War, Iran declared its neutrality. However, in
practice this neutrality was little more than a formality. The warring powers knew
well that, given Iran’s many internal problems and the external pressures it faced,
such neutrality could not be meaningful. As a result, seeing the weakness of the
central government, they ignored Iran’s declaration and moved ahead with their own
plans. In these circumstances, the Iranian government could do little more than send
notes of protest to the belligerent states; a policy that failed to prevent foreign forces
from occupying parts of the country. During this period, British and Russian troops,
whose main mission was to establish a defensive line against Germany, exploited the
weakness of Iran’s central authority. Because of its strategic position, they brought
the northern and southern regions of the province of Qayenat under their control.
Therefore, Iran, and, within it, the Amarat-e Qayenat va Sistan, became a stage for
the colonial ambitions of the great powers. Qayenat, which had long been an arena
of rivalry between Russia and Britain due to its unique strategic location,
experienced widespread difficulties and instability in various domains during the war
as a result of their policies. In light of this, the present study aims to address what
socio-economic consequences the presence of Russian and British troops in the
province of Qayenat had for the local population. Accordingly, it examines the
regional conditions and the socio-economic outcomes resulting from the presence of
these forces in Qayenat during the First World War.
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Although numerous studies have addressed the effects of the First World War and
the presence of Allied forces in this region, several of which are relevant as
background for the present research, previous works typically focus on only one of
the dimensions explored here. The distinct contribution of this article lies in its
comprehensive and independent examination of the socio-economic consequences
of the Russian and British military presence in Qayenat during the First World War.

The primary aim of this study is to examine the socio-economic crises that emerged
as a result of the direct presence of Russian and British military forces in the
strategically important province of Qayenat, crises that increasingly destabilized the
region. Within this broader inquiry, the study also seeks to explore the conditions
that facilitated the entry of these forces into the area, the position of the governor of
Qayenat, Mohammad Ebrahim Khan ‘ Alam, toward their presence, and the activities
of German agents in the province.

Research Method

This study employs a historical method with a descriptive—analytical approach. It
draws on library sources, including books, scholarly articles, academic theses and
the writings of British consuls and high-ranking military officers. In addition, it
makes use of documentary materials such as published document collections,
unpublished archival records held at the National Archives and Library of Iran, as
well as interviews with prominent scholarly, religious, and cultural figures from the
region.

Findings

The findings indicate that the conduct and activities of the Allied forces during the
First World War exposed the province of Qayenat to a range of economic crises,
including famine, widespread poverty, shortages and rising prices of foodstuffs, and
disruptions to agriculture and livestock production. These economic difficulties, in
turn, gave rise to numerous social crises. Among the most significant were the spread
of infectious diseases such as cholera, influenza, and smallpox—Iargely caused by
poor sanitary conditions among foreign troops and widespread malnutrition among
the local population; large-scale migration of Qayenat residents to nearby cities and
neighboring countries, including Afghanistan and parts of Central Asia, in search of
better living conditions; an increase in marriages between local women and foreign
soldiers or opportunistic local chiefs due to the severe financial distress faced by
families; the expansion of opium cultivation and consumption within society; and,
finally, a sharp rise in insecurity along roads and trade routes as a result of banditry
and raids carried out by Turkmen, Baluch, and Afghan outlaws, as well as assaults
on local homes by Cossack soldiers.



W | byl oy b /o dpmogy (slaollss yui oolaizr] - g0l sloutalyy

Conclusion

During the First World War, the swift and wide-reaching control of Qayenat by
Russian and British forces, and their close cooperation in the region, led to growing
crises in several areas. These problems were especially serious in the economic and
social spheres. Allied control disrupted foreign trade and caused local markets to
stagnate, as commercial activity dropped to its lowest levels and Iran’s exports to
neighboring countries were put at risk. As the Allied forces expanded and demanded
more essential goods, while occupying orchards and farmlands, agriculture in the
region came under serious threat. This led to rising prices, food shortages, and, at
times, famine. The worsening economic conditions also created social problems. The
direct presence of Allied troops in Qayenat caused the spread of infectious diseases,
widespread malnutrition, migration of residents, and increased insecurity along
roads and trade routes. These problems deeply affected the local population,
increased social dissatisfaction, and eventually led to public protests against Shaukat
al-Mulk.

Keywords: Qayenat Province, First World War, Britain, Russia, Iranian Central
Government, Allied Powers.
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Introduction

Social capital is a set of information, trust, norms and mutual relationships within
a social network that can create favorable business opportunities by facilitating the
exchange of semi-confidential information and bilateral agreements (Ferris et al.,
2017). As a key component of societal growth and development and particularly of
social development, social capital plays a significantly more important role than
other forms of capital (such as economic capital). It serves as the foundation and
coherence of other capitals and ensures their sustainability. Social capital embedded
within an organization reduces transaction costs and effectively helps members
achieve organizational goals (Gilderman et al., 2016). It increases, expands, and
enables the sharing of resources within social relationships to facilitate collective
action and to strengthen trust and reciprocity in society. Thus, social relationships
are regarded as the central context of social capital. A lack of relational social capital
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can lead to instability and reluctance to share specific information in the relationship
between job applicants and employers (Vilina et al., 2011).

Social capital consists of shared values, informal norms, and implicit expectations
among group members that support the formation of relationships through which the
organization functions effectively (Adler & Vaughn, 2002). The essence of social
capital theory is that relationships among employees are the primary drivers of
meaningful performance and that fostering stronger connections within social
networks produces positive outcomes by cultivating an environment characterized
by trust, compatibility, and goodwill (Maurer & Ebrez, 2006). Researchers have
examined the cognitive, structural, and relational dimensions of social capital at
national, strategic, and organizational levels (Ellinger et al., 2013). As the need to
understand developmental approaches for enhancing employee commitment and
performance has become increasingly evident, researchers have more frequently
measured various dimensions of social capital (Argel et al., 2007).

Research Method

The present study aimed to investigate the mediating role of managers’ coaching
in relation to organizational investment in social capital, job performance, and
citizenship behavior of employees of the General Directorate of Sports and Youth in
North Khorasan Province, which was examined in the form of a causal model. The
statistical population of all employees of the General Directorate of Sports and Youth
in North Khorasan Province was 160 people, of which 113 people were selected as
the sample size using non-probability random sampling based on the Cochran’s
Sample Size Formula, and the aforementioned questionnaire was distributed among
them. To measure the research variables, the standard questionnaire developed by
Ellinger et al. (2011) was used, consisting of 31 items. To determine the validity of
the questionnaire, the content validity method was used, which was approved after
the comments of a number of professors in this field. To assess the reliability of the
guestionnaire, 31 questionnaires were administered, and the calculated Cronbach’s
alpha was 0.861, indicating a satisfactory level of reliability. The questionnaires
were distributed to the full sample, and the reliability of the instrument was
reassessed. Using Cronbach’s alpha, a value of 0.89 was obtained, confirming the
reliability of the measurement tool. Descriptive and inferential statistical analyses
were conducted using SPSS (version 19), and structural equation modeling (SEM)
was employed to test and evaluate the research hypotheses using LISREL 8.8.



Findings

The findings related to the first sub-hypothesis indicate that the path coefficient
between managerial coaching and job performance is 0.58, with a p-value of 2.72.
Given that this value exceeds the critical threshold at the 95% confidence level, the
coefficient is statistically significant. Accordingly, a significant relationship exists
between managerial coaching and job performance. For the second sub-hypothesis,
the path coefficient between managerial coaching and organizational citizenship
behavior was 0.44, with a p-value of 21.3. This value is well above the critical
threshold, indicating a statistically significant relationship between managerial
coaching and organizational citizenship behavior. For the third sub-hypothesis, the
path coefficient between managerial coaching and investment in social capital was
0.22, with a p-value of 1.98. As this value meets the minimum threshold for
significance at the 95% confidence level, the relationship between managerial
coaching and investment in social capital is also statistically supported.

In the fourth sub-hypothesis, the path coefficients and corresponding p-values were
as follows: for investment in social capital and job performance, 0.72 and 7.16,
respectively; for investment in social capital and managerial coaching, 0.32 and 1.98;
and for managerial coaching and job performance, 0.58 and 2.72. Since all values
meet or exceed the critical value of 1.96, these coefficients are significant at the 95%
confidence level. Therefore, a significant relationship exists between investment in
social capital and job performance, with managerial coaching acting as a mediating
variable. In the fifth sub-hypothesis, the path coefficients and corresponding p-
values were as follows: for investment in social capital and organizational citizenship
behavior, 0.65 and 5.61, respectively; for investment in social capital and managerial
coaching, 0.32 and 1.98; and for managerial coaching and organizational citizenship
behavior, 0.44 and 3.21. Since all t-values meet or exceed the critical value of 1.96,
these coefficients are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level. Therefore,
a significant relationship exists between investment in social capital and
organizational citizenship behavior, with managerial coaching serving as a
mediating variable.



OFF 5k Jal o5lesds siammy JLo) il y3 (Slosir| - K 3 Slallao | &+

Conclusion

Considering the importance of investing in social capital, particularly in the context
of youth sports organizations that provide a substantial portion of youth-related
services, this study concludes that organizational investment in social capital—
through encouraging managers to foster a supportive and trusting internal culture—
strengthens employees’ sense of commitment to the organization. Consequently, as
investment in social capital increases, organizational commitment also rises. Given
that the Youth Sports Association is a service-oriented organization, higher
organizational commitment among personnel enhances the overall satisfaction of
youth with the services provided. Considering the extensive scope of service
activities in the city, investing in social capital, particularly in human resources, the
organization’s most valuable asset, further reinforces employees’ dedication to the
organization’s goals and mission.

Keywords: Citizenship Behavior, Social Capital, Job Performance, Manager
Coaching.
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Introduction

Adolescence is a critical and complex period of life following childhood, typically
beginning at 11 to 12 years of age and ending at 18 to 21 years. Adolescent social
competence refers to the combination of social skills and adaptive behaviors that
enable adolescents to interact successfully with peers and adults. Social competence
involves an individual’s ability to exercise personal independence and social
responsibility and serves as the foundation for developing desirable outcomes such
as self-confidence, social well-being, friendship quality, and work-related
competencies. Given the sensitivity of adolescence, it is necessary to use various
methods to address behavioral problems in this period. One such method is
mindfulness-based cognitive intervention, a psychological approach rooted in
Eastern meditation techniques. It includes strategies such as paying purposeful, non-
judgmental attention to the present moment and focuses primarily on general
vulnerabilities rather than specific problems. Some studies indicate that interventions
aimed at improving family functioning can yield promising results in promoting
adolescent health. Therefore, the present study aims to examine whether there is a
significant difference between the strengthening families program (SFP) and

1. PhD student in Psychology, Bi.C., Islamic Azad University, Birjand, Iran.

Email: se.ramazani@iau.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor of Psychology, Bi.C., Islamic Azad University, Birjand, Iran.
(Corresponding Author) Email: samane.tabatabaee@iau.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor of Psychology, Bi.C., Islamic Azad University, Birjand, Iran.
Email: toktamtabatabaeei@iau.ac.ir

4. Associate Professor of Psychology, Bi.C., Islamic Azad University, Birjand, Iran.
Email: f_shahabizadeh@iau.ac.ir

COPYRAGHTS
= 2023 by the authors. Published by the General Office of Islamic Culture and Direction

southern Khorasan. This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions
of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0



mailto:se.ramazani@iau.ac.ir
mailto:samane.tabatabaee@iau.ac.ir
mailto:toktamtabatabaeei@iau.ac.ir
mailto:f_shahabizadeh@iau.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://doi.org/10.22034/fakh.2025.518183.1727

FF b gl oot iy JLo) sl 5 o] — S 6 lalllas | AY

mindfulness-based cognitive therapy in improving the social competence of
adolescents aged 1014 years.

Research Methods

This research is applied in terms of its purpose and quasi-experimental in terms of
its method, using a pre-test/post-test design with a control group. The statistical
population consisted of all adolescents aged 13 to 14 years enrolled in first-year
secondary schools in Birjand in 1402. From this population, 45 adolescents were
selected through purposive sampling based on inclusion and exclusion criteria,
taking into account a test power of 80%, an error level of 0.05, and an average effect
size, resulting in 15 participants for each group. The selected participants were then
randomly assigned to three groups: (1) mindfulness-based cognitive training (15
individuals), (2) Strengthening Family Foundation Program training (15
individuals), and (3) control group (15 individuals). The Social Competence
Questionnaire (PSCS) was administered to adolescents in all three groups. The first
intervention group received mindfulness-based cognitive training delivered in 8
sessions, each lasting 120 minutes (one session per week). The second intervention
group received the Strengthening Family Foundation Program, implemented in 8
weekly sessions of 2 hours each for both the adolescent and their family. Adolescents
in the control group did not receive any intervention. Immediately after the
completion of the training sessions, the questionnaire was administered again. A
three-month follow-up assessment was also conducted for all three groups.

Findings

The findings showed that the mean total scores across all three time periods
increased significantly for the behavioral skills component in both the Family
Foundation Strengthening training group and the mindfulness-based cognitive
training group compared to the control group. Additionally, the mindfulness-based
cognitive training group demonstrated a significant increase—relative to the control
group—in the components of motivation and expectations, as well as emotional
competence. For the cognitive skills component, a significant increase was observed
only in the Family Foundation Strengthening training group compared to the control
group. However, no significant differences were found in the mean total scores
across the three time periods for the overall social competence components between
the Family Foundation Strengthening training and mindfulness-based cognitive
training groups. Overall, the findings indicate that there is a significant difference
between the effectiveness of SFP and mindfulness-based cognitive training on the
social competence of adolescents aged 13 to 14.
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Conclusion

Mindfulness-based cognitive training has a significant impact on enhancing the
social competence of adolescents. This type of training supports adolescents in
developing more effective and healthy social relationships by increasing social and
emotional awareness, reducing impulsivity, strengthening emotional self-regulation,
and improving social problem-solving skills. Overall, mindfulness enables
adolescents to respond more thoughtfully in social situations, fostering positive
interactions and contributing to their mental and social well-being.

Keywords: Family Foundation Strengthening Program, Cognitive Training,
Mindfulness, Social Competence.
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Introduction

Symbolic expressions serve as reflections of a poet’s emotions and spiritual states,
providing an effective medium for conveying inner thoughts and articulating the
subtleties and aesthetic nuances of language. Ibn Husam, a distinguished poet of
religious literature, especially in the genres of panegyric and praise poetry,
frequently employs symbolism and metaphor. Beyond his poetic mastery, he is
recognized as a mystic, jurist and intellectual whose profound devotion to authentic
belief is manifested in his unwavering commitment to the guardianship of the
Prophet’s Household (Ahl al-Bayt) and his deep reverence for the Prophet of Islam
(PBUH). With heartfelt sincerity and a melodious poetic voice, he composed verses
celebrating their exalted virtues and qualities. His bilingual compositions
(mulamma‘at) especially illuminate the moral attributes and human perfections of
the Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS). Engagement with the ancient literary
heritage of Khorasan offers valuable insight into the emergence of new ideas,
intellectual innovations and the broader scientific and cultural milieu of the past. In
this context, the present study seeks to address two central questions:

v Upon what sources and principles are the wisdom-oriented themes in Ibn
Husam’s prophetic panegyrics and praises of Imam Ali based?

v' To what extent are the selected symbolic words and their interrelated
network of meanings aligned with religious thought, including the Qur’an
and Hadith?

Although some studies have examined the life, intellectual orientations and poetic
works of Ibn Husam, no research has answered the above-mentioned research
guestions. The present study aims to identify the sapiential concepts embedded in
his mystical symbolic vocabulary and, by highlighting a number of these symbolic
expressions, to analyze the underlying intent and function they serve. Both
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dimensions of symbolic expression, its semantic foundation and its interpretive
significance, are examined in this research.

Research Method

This study seeks to identify and analyze the most significant symbolic expressions
associated with the wisdom-oriented themes found in Ibn Husam’s bilingual verses
composed in praise of the Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS). To this end, relevant
sources and documents pertaining to the subject were examined and the material was
interpreted using descriptive and analytical methods. The analysis draws upon poetic
evidence alongside Qur’anic verses and Hadith references in order to elucidate the
conceptual foundations and intended functions of these symbolic expressions.

Findings

Ibn Husam is among the poets who incorporated Arabic verses into their
predominantly Persian poetic corpus. Although the primary audience of his poetry is
Persian-speaking, it is noteworthy that many poets, motivated by adherence to
literary tradition, reverence for the Qur’anic language, and their own linguistic
competence, have also composed poetry in Arabic. In Ibn Husam’s mulamma ‘at, we
encounter verses that, while praising and extolling the Noble Prophet (PBUH) and
the Commander of the Faithful, Ali (AS), simultaneously engage with a wide array
of wisdom-oriented themes. These include attention to divine decree and destiny,
asceticism and detachment from worldly desires, steadfast belief in God and
religious sanctities, the manifestation of a humanistic spirit, and an inclination
toward virtues such as justice-seeking, opposition to oppression, nobility of
character, self-sacrifice and generosity. The symbolic codes embedded in his
mulamma ‘at can be organized into several interconnected symbolic networks:
cosmic symbols, human symbols, journey symbols, light symbols, mystical symbols
and animal and natural symbols.

Within the network of cosmic symbols, Ibn Husam illustrates various stages of
divine manifestation, rendering mystical experience perceptible through imagistic
expression. In the network of human symbols, he draws analogies between elements
of the microcosm and the macrocosm. Themes such as love, the lover, the beloved,
and passion, the passionate one and the object of passion constitute the most
prominent branches of this symbolic system. Additional human-related symbols
include elements such as tresses, majesty, beauty, attraction, desire, coguettishness,
the eye, the face, etc.

In the network of journey-related symbols, the stages of self-purification are
expressed through the motif of the path, meaning the spiritual way, and the concepts
of “journey” (sayr) and “spiritual wayfaring” (sultik) are likewise situated within this
symbolic system.

In the network of light symbols, Ibn Husam employs expressions such as “light”
and “darkness,” which evoke dualistic thought and ancient Iranian beliefs grounded
in the opposition of two cosmic forces, good and evil. Another major source for this
symbolic system is the teachings and verses of the Noble Qur’an. In this network,
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“light” signifies God, the supreme Light from which all other lights derive their
illumination. The spiritual wayfarer is accompanied by various forms of divine
radiance, such as the light of guidance and the light of divine favor. Ultimately,
however, the Light of Lights is God Himself. Ibn Husam thus identifies light with
God and understands the prophets as being accompanied by His divine light.

In the network of mystical symbols, love is portrayed as a divine gift bestowed by
God upon many of His servants, while the inability of some to comprehend it is
attributed to the impurity of the mirror of their souls. To traverse the path of love and
gnosis, the spiritual wayfarer must become intoxicated with the wine of the Beloved.
Ibn Husam places great emphasis on praising the true lovers of the path of truth, the
Noble Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS), and seeks the wine of love from their
luminous being in order to attain awareness through encountering the Beloved.

In the network of animal and natural symbols, Ibn Husam draws upon the
surrounding natural environment and creatures such as whales and dragons, which
serve both as symbols of the self and as representations of the perfect human being,
to convey his mystical and intellectual concepts. He also integrates the notion of the
“veil”, traditionally part of the network of human symbols, with the domain of plant
life and the tree-like aspect of human existence, thereby establishing a symbolic
connection between them.

Conclusion

The poet emphasizes praiseworthy and moral qualities in his panegyrics and, from
the perspective of wisdom and admonition, cautions his audience against behavioral
faults such as attachment to worldly desires, pride, oppression, falsehood, and sin.
The profound beliefs, scholarly insight, and pure thought evident throughout Ibn
Husam’s panegyric odes portray him as an aware and pious orator. The thematic
atmosphere of his bilingual poetry, rooted in belief in God, religious principles, the
expression of a humanistic spirit, inclination toward goodness and virtuous qualities,
justice, nobility of character, self-sacrifice and generosity, employs symbolic
language that not only reflects the poet’s deep devotion and firm belief in the People
of the House but also enhances the credibility, influence and enduring reputation of
his work within the realm of religious literature.

Keywords: Symbolic Words, Ibn Husam, Bilingual Poetry, Virtues, Wisdom.
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Introduction
Khorasan is widely regarded as a cradle of poetry and song, boasting the greatest
variety of folk poetry in Iran. According to Zolfaghari, of approximately 370 native
Iranian songs, Khorasan accounts for 41 varieties, representing about 14% of all
Iranian folk song types. The region’s climatic diversity, coupled with the multiplicity
of ethnicities and cultures in Greater Khorasan, as well as its vast geographical
expanse, has embedded poetry and song deeply into the cultural fabric of its people.
These poems, performed with singing and instrumental accompaniment, not only
convey narratives and social stories but also reflect the beliefs and emotions of the
local population. The folk songs of South Khorasan, characterized by native imagery
and simple language, maintain a profound connection with the everyday lives of the
people. They are performed in various ceremonies as integral elements of the
region’s cultural identity and have consistently contributed to reinforcing its social
and cultural cohesion. This study aims to investigate the role of sound insinuation in
the songs of Khorasan’s folk music and its impact on the listener’s consciousness
and emotions. The central question of this paper is:
v" What constitutes the insinuation of sounds in the lyrics of Khorasani folk
music according to Maurice Grammont’s theory?
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Research Method

This study, grounded in Maurice Grammont’s theory of the “allegory of sounds”
examines and analyzes local songs endorsed by South Khorasan Radio and
Television. From a total of twenty-nine songs approved by the Poetry, Music, and
Song Center of South Khorasan Radio and Television between 2022 and 2024 and
registered on the center’s website, ten representative local songs from South
Khorasan were selected for detailed examination and analysis. The selected songs
were categorized according to vowel types in accordance with Grammont’s
classification. Each song was analyzed to explore the relationship between vowels
and consonants and the song’s themes, subjects, and the implicit meanings they
convey, particularly in evoking emotions and concepts. Grammont’s framework
classifies phonemes—both vowels and consonants—to investigate the allegorical
function of speech sounds. He categorizes vowels into three types: light, bright, and
dark. According to Grammont, bright vowels depict clear sounds, light vowels evoke
loud and resonant sounds, and dark vowels suggest vague or incomplete sounds.
Consonants are divided into four types: obstruents, nasals, slurs and fricatives, each
of which, he argues, elicits specific meanings and emotional responses.

Findings

Following Grammont’s theory, the songs were categorized into three groups based
on their dominant vowels: bright songs, clear songs, and dark songs. Bright songs
predominantly feature bright vowels (a & &), clear songs predominantly contain light
vowels (e & i), and dark songs primarily use dark vowels (0 & u). Analysis revealed
that among the ten songs, six were dominated by bright vowels, two by light vowels,
and two by dark vowels. In other words, 60% of the songs featured bright vowels,
20% light vowels, and 20% dark vowels. Bright vowels were generally associated
with evoking joy and hope, with songs containing these vowels typically conveying
themes of charm, romance, and emotional uplift. Conversely, dark vowels were more
closely linked with feelings of sadness and melancholy. Consonantal patterns also
played a significant role in shaping the emotional character of the songs. Obstructive
consonants appeared in 70% of the songs, creating rhythmic emphasis. When
combined with other consonants, obstructives could produce contrasting emotional
effects, such as simultaneously evoking joy and sorrow. Flowing consonants (e.g., I,
r) paired with obstructives often generated a calming effect, a pattern frequently
observed in poems addressing love, loyalty, and nature, thereby fostering intimacy
and empathy. Interestingly, the combination of obstructive consonants with nasal
consonants (m, n) was observed to induce a sense of peace and satisfaction, which
deviates from Grammont’s original theoretical predictions. Overall, the interplay
between vowel and consonant patterns significantly contributes to the transmission
of thematic meaning, enhancing the expressive power of the songs and reinforcing
the intended emotional impact.
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Conclusion

This research shows that the folk music of South Khorasan employs linguistic
elements (both vowels and consonants) to convey specific concepts and emotions.
According to Maurice Grammont’s theory, sounds in this region’s music play a
significant role in evoking meanings and emotional responses. Bright and clear
vowels predominantly instill feelings of joy and hope, whereas dark vowels tend to
evoke sadness and introspection. The findings further indicate that the phonetic and
semantic structures in South Khorasan’s folk songs function synergistically. These
features not only facilitate the communication of the lyrics’ literal meaning but also
effectively convey the deeper emotions and thoughts embedded within the text to the
audience.

Keywords: Induction of sounds, folk songs, South Khorasan, Maurice Grammont.
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Introduction

The discourse of Karbala in Iran, from the Safavid era onward, has led to the
formation of various social institutions as well as material and cultural elements for
experiencing Karbala rituals throughout the year (Rahmani, 2023, pp. 66-67).
Manifestations of Ashura culture can be observed in Iranian religious art; notably,
Qahvehkhaneh paintings of the Qajar period serve as one of the prominent
expressions and loci of Shi‘i teachings through Ashura and Karbala symbolism
(Pakbaz, 2004, p. 148). During the Qajar period, the continuation of scenes and
figures from the events of Ashura, especially in the wall paintings of sacred shrines,
tile work, or fabric paintings—was widespread and often employed in the ritual of
ritual curtain reading (Elahi, 1998, p. 105). Examples include depictions of Ali-
Asghar in the arms of Imam Hussein, the martyrdom of Hazrat Abolfazl, the
presence of Zafar Jani, the Algama river, decapitated bodies, and similar motifs. Due
to the significance of Imam Hussein’s uprising and the passage of several centuries
since the event, factors such as human fascination with myths and legends,
extraordinary occurrences, and the neglect of scribes in examining multiple
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narratives have likely contributed to exaggerations, distortions, misreadings, or
transcription errors entering the sources.

One artifact related to the events of Ashura, notable for its extensive depiction of
individuals and incidents, is the Qalamkar curtain preserved in the Hosseiniyeh
Kababi of Birjand. This study answers these questions:

v Into how many thematic clusters can the aforementioned Qalamkar tapestry
be categorized?

v" How can the Ashura scene be interpreted based on the iconography present
on the Hosseiniyeh Kababi Qalamkar?

What are the cultural and religious factors that influenced the development of these
specific themes?

Research Methodology

The present study employs an analytical and comparative approach to interpret the
Qalamkar curtain of the Hosseiniyeh Kababi, which belongs to the Qahvehkhaneh
painting tradition. The data collection methods in this study were both library-based
and field-based. The selection of comparative samples was purposeful and
maximized for diversity to facilitate an understanding of the hidden layers and
meanings of the artifact. One of the comparative approaches applied in this research
is the lens-based comparison. Given the historical nature of this research method,
earlier texts describing past phenomena and historical events can illuminate
subsequent occurrences (Piravi Vank, 2016, p. 6). Instead of equating two
phenomena, one is used as a tool to understand, evaluate, and critique the other.

To this end, four works with similar themes—created prior to the present artifact,
between 1300-1337 AH, and reflecting diverse narrative approaches to Ashura—
were selected as visual references to assist in interpreting the Qalamkar curtain. To
achieve the research objectives, the first step involved introducing and describing
the artifact and analyzing its visual features. The next step entailed comparing the
artifact with the four thematically similar samples to trace the evolution of Ashura
depictions during the Qajar period. In the third stage, the study identified the
commonly used narratives within the depicted scenes, as conveyed by the curtain-
maker. Finally, in the fourth stage, the latent meanings of the artifact were interpreted
based on its visual elements and motifs.

Research Findings

The images on the Qalamkar curtain are narrative-driven, and to distinguish the
figures, the names of the righteous (prophets, Imam Hussein, Hazrat Abolfazl, Ali
Akbar, Ghasem, Ali Asghar, Zafar Jani, the messenger from Medina and the Darvish
of Kabul) and the impure (Umar ibn Sa‘d, Shemr, Harmala, Bakr ibn Amar, and
Qaren) are inscribed alongside their depictions. In the inscriptions, no historical or
religious records were found regarding the two enemy soldiers, Bakr ibn Amar and
Qaren. It is likely that the artist either employed imaginative naming for these figures
or interpreted the names differently based on phonetic perception.
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The visual text is composed of two horizontal sections. The explicit layers of the
upper section include discourses such as invitation, rejection of the invitation,
supernatural forces, the presence of the Imams, confrontation, and the dialogue
between forces of good and evil, whereas the explicit layers of the lower section
depict discourses such as battles between forces of good and evil and the triumph of
good. Together, these two sections comprise five levels. The first level includes the
sky, clouds, angels and jinn. The second level contains visual elements such as the
prophets, Imam Hussein, and the battle with the wicked. In the third level, the earth,
the soil of Karbala, and plants are depicted. The fourth level narrates the struggle
between good and evil, and the fifth level depicts the martyrs of the Ashura event.

The latent layers of the curtain include elements that, upon investigation of ancient
sources, historical evidence, and comparison with distortions present in the visual
system of the curtain, reveal deeper meanings. For instance, trampling of the
martyrs’ bodies by horses, according to historical sources (Ibn A’tham al-Kufi, 1993,
p. 93; Baladhuri, 1996, p. 183), was an act committed by the disbelievers; however,
in this curtain, the scene is reversed, as all fallen enemies in this image and other
studied examples are shown under the horses’ hooves. The martyrs’ bodies in this
image, representing Hazrat Abbas and four decapitated figures, are depicted with
respect and careful arrangement in the lower right and left corners of the image. On
the right, Abbas is shown in the arms of Imam Hussein, while on the left, the other
bodies are guarded by a lion, which may symbolize the transfigured visage of Hazrat
Ali.

Discussion and Conclusion

In this study, the Ashura Qalamkar curtain at the Hosseiniyeh Kababi in Birjand
was examined, and twelve distinct scenes and narratives from the events of Ashura
were identified. The findings indicate that the work employs limited visual features,
such as texture, shading, and finishing, while details of clothing and the anatomy of
the figures received less attention. Another notable aspect of the curtain is the
creation of depth without the use of perspective, achieved solely through the
background’s coloration and the fading of the horizon line. This technique directs
the viewer’s focus to the battle and the martyrdom of Hazrat Abbas, emphasizing
him through magnification. Accordingly, the work can be interpreted as centered on
Hazrat Abbas.

Comparison of this work with ancient sources and other Qahvehkhaneh artworks
indicates that the written historical record and oral culture have a significant
influence on the selection of character portrayals, roles, and the destinies of actors
depicted in the scenes. The accessible texts available to the narrator have shaped a
hero-centered and reverential perspective for positive actors and a disparaging
perspective for anti-heroes, even if this diverges from historical realities. By
comparing the painted narratives with historical religious texts, it was found that the
presence of Zafar Jani, Darvish Kaboli, Bakr ibn Amar, Qaren, and the ceremonial
lion is not documented in historical sources for that day, although some are
mentioned in certain martyrdom narratives. Therefore, the inclusion of these
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elements likely reflects misreadings by the curtain narrator, influenced by distortions
of the Ashura narrative during the Qajar period and the oral culture of the time.

Overall, the theme of the Ashura curtain was shaped by the social, religious,
cultural, and artistic conditions of the Qajar period, and its narratives are drawn from
both written and oral sources. In the latent layers of the curtain, elements of both
truth and distortion are present, reflecting a practice common during the Qajar era.
These distortions were likely intended to convey the experience of suffering more
effectively to the narrator and to encourage a reverential perception of religious
actors, an influence that can be traced to sources such as Rawdah al-Shuhada. Based
on these observations, this Qalamkar curtain functioned as a media and educational
artifact, aimed at communicating Shi‘i concepts.

Keywords: Qalamkar Curtain, Hosseiniyeh Kababi of Birjand, Ashura Painting
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