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Introduction
A review of the political and social structure of Iran since ancient times reveals that
giving titles was a common practice in various dynasties and continued after the
advent of Islam. In different periods, kings often gave titles on individuals based on
merit and relationships, primarily to consolidate their power and political authority.
Based on historical documents and studies, the granting of titles became particularly
widespread during the Qajar period (Vafaei & Firoozbakhsh, 2017, pp. 50, 71). In
fact, understanding the key figures of Iran during the Qajar era is nearly impossible
without the knowledge of the titles and honorifics prevalent at the time. The
administrative structure of the Astan Quds, which was established during the Safavid
era, expanded significantly during the Qajar period. Influenced by the government
and especially the royal court, this institution developed various positions, each
associated with specific titles, shaped by a range of factors. This study seeks to
address the following questions:
v" What factors were instrumental in identifying and classifying the titles of the
Qajar period within the administrative structure of Astan Quds?
v" What is the relationship between the granting of titles and the occupational
and social status of individuals within the administrative framework of
Astan Quds?
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Research Methodology
In this study, an attempt was made to extract and organize thematic data into tables

and charts using a descriptive-analytical method. Relying on documents from the
Khorasan region and the administrative records of Astan Quds Razavi, the research
aims to offer new insights into the identification and classification of titles—ranging
from religious, military, and hereditary titles to governmental titles—within the
organizational structure of Astan Quds during the Qajar period.

Findings

Most g%vernment officials during the Qajar period held titles, which they took
pride in, as these titles were granted by royal decree, even though they often did not
have stable jobs or regular salaries (D’ Allemagne, 1956, p. 29). The administrative
structure of Astan Quds during this time, influenced by the royal court, developed
various positions, each associated with specific titles. A total of 1,374 titles have
been identified from Astan Quds documents, with approximately 200 mentioned in
Karim Soleimani’s Book of Titles, while the rest were found solely in Astan Quds
records. Among the positions at Astan Quds, the administrator (i.e., Mutawalli) was
responsible for managing endowments and overseeing internal security at the shrine
(Naghdi, 2020, p. 372). After the administrator, the vice-regent of the custodian (i.e.,
Naib al-Tawliya) held the highest position in the administrative structure
(Souzanchi, 2006, p. 11). Other important positions included those associated with
the guards (i.e., Kashiks), who managed the shrine’s operations (Naghdi, 2020, pp.
136-137). Additional key roles within the guards included chief of servants (i.e.,
Khadem-bashi), chief of the mat-spreaders (i.e., Farash-bashi), chief of the
doorkeepers (i.e., Darban-bashi), chief caller to prayer (i.e., Moazen-bashi), chief
caretaker of footwear (i.e., Kafash-bashi). The titles held by these individuals can be
categorized into three groups: religious titles, governmental and political titles and
military titles.
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Figure 1. Percentage of suffixes used in the titles

Percentage

mal-Dawla ®al-Sultan = al-Saltana = al-Malek = al-Mamalik

Discussion and Conclusion

The study showed that titles in Astan Quds were highly diverse, with the most
frequent being “Etemad al-Tawliya” and similar titles with the “-al-Tawliya” suffix.
One notable feature in the documents is the creative use of the “-al-Tawliya” suffix
in title formation. The competition for these specific titles, due to their prestigious
status in Astan Quds and the associated rewards, led to their widespread use. Another
notable finding is the hereditary nature of some titles, which were at times passed
down through families, either along with the associated job or solely as titles. Titles
were also frequently granted in conjunction with a specific job, although at times,
the title did not correlate with the position. The positions most commonly associated
with titles were the shrine’s servants across five Kashiks, with the fourth Kashik
having the highest number of titles. Most titles were granted through royal decrees
or by the Mutawallis of Astan Quds, who often also held the governorship of
Khorasan. Titles were only formalized and given official status once they were
registered through such decrees. In conclusion, there is not necessarily a meaningful
connection between the diverse titles and the administrative roles within the Astan
Quds.

Keywords: Astan Quds Razavi, Titles, Khorasan, Qajar Era.
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List of Documents, Organization of Libraries, Museums, and Center of

Documents, Astan Quds Razavi, Document Number

3/90758 1/120613 39547 1/104570 1/40026 1/2886 54466 142104
142136 122571 2/40870 24048 23713 29899 203659 22525
1776 15376 24000 22106 62860.

6555 17850 20308 147 19641 18019 10826 63402 149 53106.
6555 41203 22058 619 104570 11189 63510 149 6555.1035
111207 6555 12188 22512 42454.41776 17880 17725 104635
19390 6555 12092.

16902 10697 17838 11970 21382 43663 4920 44289 16902 10870 17840 6555
41378 16885 18023 17486 16526 10692 16143 11165 11393 18433 16526 10872
11165.

11390 65334 17998 17380 16746 11168 17651 10889 111355 17789 11190 43737
17515 43751 17837 6533 6359 17240 44321 43743.

16902 17880 10899 43796 16854 22147 6337 15908 10836 43757 43812 17342
43790 6555 16526 22547 104569 18050 43849.
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17417 16661 43711 11416 43802 15526 43745 17003 10829 17880 10859 43802
43807 44390 17215 104604 43765 21935 12032 14455 10902 12157 43802.
17205 6555 11020 17521 17404 111049 21916 11167 17515

11019 21749.
104629 17833 17221 222280 17997 18513 43765 17598 1663 11086.
45152 43762 43839 10906 21701 11566 43694 11324 6555 17596.
30546 44397 42068 19609 41563 41566 29858 45178 6555 29935 18477 18039
10350 17989 18185.
206265 41094 24783 204068 25747 63055.
17177 43827 53106 17484 17009 31690 43812 17805 17837 19979.
103728 6555 17850 19366 18307 104576 39863 103728 1733 39753.
6555 22247 41430 41203 17312 17086 17822 53049 41441 22567 53100.
104951 59994 103979 41542 25798 113490 12142 62268 205681 25263.
42378 10408 17025 25661 15661 25734 11768 17090 21641 16550 128823.
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Introduction

Participation is a kind of belief and a prerequisite for any successful project or
program aimed at improving people’s lives and fostering social development. Many
scholars and social science experts have identified political participation as one of
the elements of development, considering the comprehensive political involvement
of the people to be synonymous with development; hence, political participation is a
significant parameter in most national and international planning efforts. This study
suggests that both the motivation and capacity for political participation stem from
fundamental non-political institutions that shape individuals’ lives. Given the crucial
and fundamental role of the economy in human life and in shaping individuals’
behaviors—particularly their political behavior—this research examines the impact
of economic factors on the political participation of individuals aged 25 and over in
the city of Esfarayen. The goal is to use the results of this study to devise strategies
that deepen the spirit of political participation among members of society, thereby
creating the necessary conditions for this involvement that contribute to the
development, progress, and stability of the community. According to theoretical
perspectives, economic conditions and individuals’ class positions can influence
their participation levels. Therefore, there is a meaningful relationship between an
individual's economic status and political participation. Numerous studies have been
conducted regarding the relationship between political participation and
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socioeconomic status. The area of this study is the city of Esfarayen, located in North
Khorasan, which presents a new case in the body of existing research.

Methodology

Considering the objectives of the research, its general approach is quantitative, and
its method is survey-based. A questionnaire technique was employed for data
collection. The validity of the questionnaire was established through content validity
with the assistance of expert opinions. For this purpose, the questionnaire was
reviewed by several professors, and adjustments were made based on the insights
provided by specialists. To determine the reliability of the questionnaire, Cronbach's
alpha coefficient was utilized. The Cronbach's alpha coefficient for the political
participation variable with 18 items was 0.716, and for the socioeconomic status
variable with 12 items—encompassing education level, job title, living conditions,
housing price, car price, average monthly family income, father’s education level,
mother’s education level, father’s occupation, mother’s occupation, average monthly
family expenses, and residential area—it was 0.725. The statistical population consists
of all individuals over 25 years old residing in the city of Esfarayen, totaling 59,490
according to the latest population and housing census in 2016. Based on Cochran’s
formula, a sample size of 382 was derived for this study. To ensure generalizability,
400 questionnaires were distributed, of which 17 were invalid, leaving 383
questionnaires available for analysis.

Findings

The descriptive results of the present study indicate the following: In the background
variables of the research, 45% of the sample studied are male and 55% are female. The
average age of the respondents is 35.54 years. The most frequently reported age among the
respondents is 28 years. The highest frequency of respondents (65.5%) falls within the age
range of 25 to 37 years. 70.5% of the sample studied are married, and 29.5% are single. In
terms of education, only 1% of the respondents are illiterate, 5% have reading and writing
skills, 11% have less than a diploma, 42% have a diploma or associate's degree, 32.9%
hold a bachelor's degree, and 8.1% have a master's degree or higher. More than half of the
sample (63.4%) are employed, while 36.6% are unemployed. Among the 63.4% who are
employed, 29.5% have medium to high-status jobs, 26.1% have medium to low-status
jobs, 5.5% have high-status jobs, 2.3% have very high-status jobs, and 0.8% have low-
status jobs. Regarding the economic status of the research sample, 19.3% are in the upper
class, 28.7% in the middle class, and 52% in the lower class. Therefore, it can be concluded
that more than half of the research sample is economically classified in the lower class. To
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examine the assumption of normality of the research variables and the collected data, the
Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was utilized along with SPSS (version 23).

Discussion and Conclusion

In the present study, a total of 383 citizens over the age of 25 in Esfarayen were
examined using Cochran's formula based on stratified sampling. The constructed
questionnaire, consisting of 23 questions, assessed political participation and the
economic factors affecting it in the county of Esfarayen. Political participation was
examined in three dimensions: formal political participation, informal political
participation, and protest participation, with a total political participation index created
from these dimensions. The questions were formulated based on the theoretical
framework and existing research findings. The validity of the questionnaire was
measured through content validity, and the reliability of the questionnaire was
evaluated using Cronbach's alpha. The Cronbach’s alpha for the independent variables
and also the dependent variable, where applicable, was obtained to be above 0.7,
indicating a high correlation among the questions. The data were processed using
SPSS.

Keywords: Political Participation, Economic Status, Socioeconomic Status,
Esfarayen.
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Introduction

The need for education, fostering creativity, and encouraging innovative thinking and
behavior is crucial for building a prosperous society. This is particularly significant in
primary education, as it plays a formative role in students’ cognitive, biological and
social development. Primary education also serves as a vehicle for passing on beliefs,
ethics, customs, values, and skills to the next generation, while creating an environment
conducive to the growth of students’ innate talents and abilities. As a result, these talents
and academic performance can flourish. In this context, some researchers suggest that
an organization’s focus on creating a motivating environment can foster innovative
behavior. Motivated employees tend to exhibit more innovative behaviors because they
approach their tasks with greater passion and commitment, pay closer attention to
creative responsibilities, and develop stronger emotional connections to their work.
Therefore, job motivation is one variable that appears to influence teachers' innovative
behavior. However, a key question arises: Is this relationship direct, or is it mediated by
other factors? Given the impact that job motivation can have on an organization, it seems
plausible that job motivation may influence teachers’ innovative behavior through its
effect on job enthusiasm. Hence, this study examines the role of job motivation in
promoting innovative behavior, with a focus on the mediating role of job enthusiasm
among primary education teachers in Birjand.
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Methodology

This research employs a quantitative, applied and correlational methodology. The
statistical population consists of all elementary school teachers in Birjand during the
2011-2012 academic year (900 teachers). Based on the Morgan and Krejcie’s (1970)
table, 270 participants were selected as the research sample using a multi-stage cluster
sampling method. First, Birjand was divided into three districts: North, South and
Central. Schools were randomly selected from each district, and all teachers from the
selected schools participated in the study. To account for possible sample attrition, the
final sample size was set at 280 participants, with a significance level of 0.01. Data
collection instruments included Kanter’s (1988) Innovative Behavior Questionnaire,
Herzberg’s (1966) Job Motivation Questionnaire, and Salanova and Schaufeli’s
(2001) Job Enthusiasm Questionnaire. Kanter’s Innovative Behavior Questionnaire
comprises eight questions, scored on a five-point Likert scale ranging from completely
disagree to completely agree. The minimum possible score is 8, and the maximum is
40, with higher scores indicating greater innovative behavior. Herzberg’s Job
Motivation Questionnaire consists of 40 items, also scored on a five-point Likert scale
from completely disagree to completely agree. Scores between 40 and 80 indicate
weak motivation, scores between 80 and 160 reflect moderate motivation, and scores
above 160 indicate strong motivation. Salanova and Schaufeli’s Job Enthusiasm
Questionnaire includes 17 questions, divided into three dimensions: Vigor (questions
1-6), Dedication (questions 7-11), and Absorption (questions 12-17). This
questionnaire is also scored on a five-point Likert scale, with scores ranging from 1
(completely disagree) to 5 (completely agree). The total score ranges from 17 to 85,
with higher scores representing higher levels of job enthusiasm. The reliability of the
guestionnaires in this study was 0.92, 0.86 and 0.89, respectively. Data were analyzed
using statistical regression tests and path analysis, with a significance level of 0.05.

Findings

The results revealed a positive and significant relationship between job motivation
and job enthusiasm, as well as between job enthusiasm and innovative behavior.
Specifically, increased job motivation leads to higher levels of job enthusiasm, which
in turn promotes innovative behavior. The Sobel test confirmed that job enthusiasm
mediates the relationship between job motivation and innovative behavior among
elementary school teachers in Birjand. The indirect effect of job motivation on
innovative behavior through enthusiasm was 0.49, and this relationship was positive.
In other words, as job motivation increases, job enthusiasm also rises, resulting in
higher levels of innovative behavior.



Conclusion

Based on the findings of this research, it can be concluded that job motivation
comprises a set of internal and external forces that initiate work-related behaviors and
determine their form, direction, intensity, and persistence. Career motivation drives
individuals to perform tasks or behaviors, and the higher a teacher's job motivation,
the more effective and creative they can be in the classroom. Therefore, job motivation
can serve as a catalyst for change within organizations, particularly in educational
institutions, by fostering job enthusiasm and promoting innovative behavior among
teachers. To enhance this dynamic, it is recommended that teachers be encouraged and
recognized for their ideas and contributions. A well-designed performance evaluation
and reward system can boost motivation and enthusiasm, leading to greater creativity
and innovation in the workplace.

Keywords: Job motivation, Job Passion, Innovative Behavior.
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Introduction

Management is the most key factor in the life, growth, and flourishing or
destruction of organizations. Also, organizations are one of the essential social
foundations in today’s society. The manager guides the process of transitioning from
the current state to the desired state and is constantly striving to create a better future
(Rashid Farokhi, 2008, p. 58). The negative effects of appointing non-local managers
over the past decade in South Khorasan have been seen as one of the factors affecting
the region’s underdevelopment. Although local and non-local managers have
engaged in many successful and unsuccessful experiences, local managers have
performed better under comparable conditions. South Khorasan has been the
birthplace, growth, and flourishing ground for various scientific, literary, and
executive individuals and has always been ahead in providing human resources for
neighboring provinces. The successful experiences of local managers, the increasing
number of non-local managers in the province, the slow pace of development, and
the potential role of non-local managers are logical reasons for conducting this
research. The current reality in various private and public organizations indicates
that managing these organizations has become increasingly challenging (Babaie,
2008). In management, the term competence means “personal and organizational
characteristics based on skills, knowledge, and the abilities that empower a person
to perform the tasks assigned to them.” When competency criteria are established,
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the selection of managers is carried out based on these criteria (Ghasemi et al., 2014,
p. 25). The present article answers this question:
o How does the appointment of non-local managers in South Khorasan affect
local social development?

Methodology

The research method employed in this study is qualitative, utilizing thematic
analysis. To ensure the validity of the research, all interviewees were observed and
given opportunities to provide feedback throughout the process, in line with the
principles outlined by Krusel and Miller (2000). Participants shared their opinions
on any changes or modifications made to the coding. The study also employed
techniques such as constant data comparison, note-taking, and ongoing analysis
during data collection. Once the codes were extracted, a member check was
conducted by randomly selecting six individuals from the research population to
evaluate whether the codes aligned with their perspectives. After the interviews, the
extracted codes were sent to the interviewees via email or delivered in person, as
agreed upon beforehand, allowing them to review and reinterpret the data. To further
enhance the validity of these codes, they were randomly sent to other interviewees
over 20 to 30 days to gather additional feedback. For the analysis, interviews that
were recorded or handwritten were transcribed into Word files, and the coding was
carried out using MAXQDA software. Coding plays a crucial role in helping the
researcher address key research questions, and it is performed in three stages: open,
axial, and selective coding, with open coding being the most fundamental. According
to Mansourian (2014), at this stage, codes should be generated without any
constraints.

Findings

The findings suggest that local managers are well-equipped to address
development challenges due to their deep understanding of the province's issues, a
more profound connection to the community and geography, genuine concern for
the well-being of local residents, and their ability to foster regional synergy and
collaboration. Their decision-making tends to be more compassionate and forward-
thinking, driven by their expertise, skills, and experience. However, some argue that
the distinction between local and non-local managers is less important than their
qualifications. Factors such as education, knowledge, creativity, expertise, empathy,
commitment, and decision-making abilities are considered more crucial for effective
management. According to the interviews, the reasons for appointing non-local
managers can be summarized as follows: the lack of succession planning, shortages
in expertise and skills among local individuals, a security and politically driven
perspective among decision-makers and appointing authorities, the desire to prevent
the expansion of networks and favoritism within administrations, the absence of
unity among existing forces, groups, and individuals in the province, a bias towards
outsiders among the people, meritocracy, governmental policies, indifference and
lack of social sensitivity, non-local managers being at the top of power hierarchies
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under the influence of higher-ranking provincial managers, recommendations from
certain oversight and security agencies, the persistence of political and social
currents, the significant role of non-local economic cartels and investors, public
silence, the lack of personal charisma, and the ineptitude of some provincial
representatives.

Discussion and Conclusion

In this study, the statements of experts regarding the appointment of managers were
examined. One of the reasons for supporting the appointment of local managers in
the province is the consideration of their personal, managerial, and executive
competencies, as well as their effectiveness. According to qualitative interviews,
local managers are capable of addressing development challenges because they have
a better understanding of the province’s issues, society, and geography. They also
have genuine concern for the people of the province and possess the ability to create
local and regional synergy. Local managers are perceived to have more expertise,
skills, experience, and a more compassionate and forward-thinking approach to
decision-making. However, some believe that the distinction between local and non-
local managers is irrelevant; what matters is the manager's expertise, with important
factors such as sufficient knowledge, creativity, specialization, commitment, and
decision-making power being prioritized. The analysis of the interviews suggests
that public reactions and demands regarding the appointment of non-local managers
are very weak. The reasons for this decline include superficial opposition, short-term
and weak demands, lack of strong advocacy for non-local managers (strategically),
absence of a culture of demanding accountability, lack of strong and unified political
lobbying, and the tendency of the local population to favor outsiders. Social
accountability is one of the prominent features of rights-based societies. Unlike duty-
based societies, rights-based societies demand accountability, responsiveness, and
the fulfillment of their needs from the government, thus obligating the government
to respond.

According to the findings, the challenges in appointing local managers can be
summarized as follows: most people seek the appointment of qualified and
experienced local managers, but there is resistance from various groups, political
factions, ethnic viewpoints, and a lack of unity among political and non-political
forces. Additionally, there is a lack of self-confidence, weak lobbying power at
higher levels, narrow-mindedness, and internal conflicts among prominent
individuals. Other challenges include high expectations from people of the same
ethnicity, group favoritism, division and disunity, lack of managerial self-confidence
among local experts and middle managers, lack of boldness, the inability of
provincial parliamentary representatives to support local managers, lack of media
support, potential obstacles in approval processes, and regional demands for power-
sharing from political groups.
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Introduction

Literary texts have always served as a fertile group for the reflection of signs. The
semiotic analysis of texts helps to achieve a better understanding of them. Ibn Husam
Khusfi is a prominent poet of the 9th century. His unique use of words and terms
concerning clothing and garments, both in their literal and implied meanings and in
creating literary imagery and themes, is worthy of research. Ibn-Husam portrays the
social, cultural, economic, moral, and psychological conditions of his time through
the semiotics of clothing in his poetry. Social semiotics, as a branch of semiotics,
examines the role and function of signs within society. According to Pierre Guiraud,
the French linguist (1912-1983), social signs are categorized under identity signs,
etiquette signs, and the nature of social signs (Guiraud, p. 127). This study aims to
address the following questions:

o Based ona social semiotics approach, how is clothing reflected in the poetry

of Ibn-Husam?
e From asemiotic perspective, what social issues of the poet's era are revealed
by examining clothing in Ibn-Husam’s poetry?

Ibn-Husam’s poetry collection is the primary source for this research. Through an
in-depth examination, words and terms concerning clothing were identified, counted
and analyzed from the perspective of social semiotics. The subject of garments and
clothing has long been discussed in Persian literature, such as The Dictionary of
Muslim Garments by Dutch orientalist Reinhart Pieter Anne Dozy, Divan of
Garments by Mahmoud Nezam Ghari, and the paper “The Semiotics of the Clothing
System in Rumi’s Masnavi”.

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature
Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran Email: t-mirzaei@pnu.ac.ir

COPYRAGHTS
= 2023 by the authors. Published by the General Office of Islamic Culture and Direction

southern Khorasan. This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions
of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://doi.org/10.22034/fakh.2024.474025.1681

OFY o g 05lods iz Jlo) oyl 3 e losis] - Sd 8 wilalllao | V1£Y

Research Methodology

The present work is a descriptive-analytical study. For this purpose, Ibn Husam
Khusfi’s poetry collection, which includes odes, ghazals, quatrains, tarkib-band
(composite-tie), and numerous short pieces, was thoroughly studied. Terms and
expressions concerning clothing and garments were extracted and noted. The data
were then analyzed in light of Pierre Guiraud’s semiotic approach by consulting
credible resources.

Findings

Ibn Husam Khusfi employs words and terms about clothing and attire in
approximately 600 verses of his poetry collection. This is indicative of the two major
functions of individual and social. The individual function of clothing refers to its
protective role, while the social function reflects its role in signaling social status,
emphasizing that clothing is a marker of an individual’s social position. “Therefore,
it can be said that one of the functions of clothing is to indicate the type of class and
social status of individuals, and this element still remains a symbol of class position
or professional status of the one who wears it” (Giddens, 2014, p. 144). The use of
clothing-related words as indicators of a person’s social class is notable in Ibn-
Husam’s poetry. For instance, the Durra‘ah (a type of robe) and Taylasan (a loose
hooded garment) are described as garments worn by the Sufi class. Clothing also at
times indicates an individual’s gender, as “religion is one of the factors that
distinguish the type of clothing for men and women, imposing restrictions in terms
of certain fabrics, styles, and even colors” (Javadi Yeganeh & Kashfi, 2007, p. 69).
In Ibn-Husam’s poetry, among the various types of women’s clothing, the Chador
(veil) appears most frequently. Additionally, some types of clothing serve
ornamental purposes, such as wearing the Qaba (robe) on festive occasions like Eid.
Certain garments have ritualistic significance and are worn during special
ceremonies, such as the Ihram (pilgrimage attire) or mourning garments. Clothing
can also reflect the economic status of the one who wears it, as determined by the
fabric’s quality and material.

Conclusion

In Ibn Husam Khusfi’s poetry, clothing and attire are as significant cultural
and social symbols. From a social semiotics perspective, the references to
clothing in his poetry illustrate both its individual and social functions. The
individual function relates to the protective role of clothing against heat and
cold, while the social function includes various domains: clothing as an
ornament, a symbol of social class, an indicator of gender and occupation,
and a key element in ceremonial attire for weddings and mourning. Clothing
also reflects the poet’s and society’s economic conditions and acts as a
cultural marker in religious and national rituals. Clothing often becomes a
symbol of the social dynamics of the time, with lbn-Husam using it to refer
to the class structure of his society. Certain garments were exclusive to
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specific groups, such as crowns for royalty, the Khirga (the initiatory cloak)
for Sufis and ascetics, and the Dastar (turban), ‘Amama (turban), and
Taylasan for scholars and jurists. The variety of attire was also gendered, with
women wearing garments like the Me jar (head covering or scarf), Chador
(veil), and Magna (headdress), and men donning robes like the Qaba (a long
coat). The ritualistic function of clothing, as a cultural element, appeared in
the pilgrimage attire (Ihram), festive garments (Me jar in red), and mourning
clothes (black). Additionally, clothing sometimes symbolizes economic
concepts, with the fabric, design, and colors reflecting the economic status of
different social classes. Ibn-Husam’s poetic use of clothing-related terms
through similes, metaphors, and allusions enhances the aesthetic value of his
poetry, making his work notable in this regard.

Keywords: 9th-Century Poetry, Ibn Husam Khusfi, Social Semiotics,
Clothing, Pierre Guiraud.
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Introduction

Promoting the culture of charitable endowment (known as wagf in Iran and the
Islamic tradition) and ensuring its continuity is crucial for future generations to
benefit from the socioeconomic effects of this phenomenon, which is considered one
of the key factors in achieving sustainable development goals. The longstanding and
noble tradition of endowment is an essential pillar of the economy, society, religion,
and culture in Islamic communities. Throughout history, this tradition has played a
significant role in advancing public welfare, and improving the quality of life for
Muslims, particularly by promoting knowledge, culture and Islamic education
among Muslim nations. From a geographical worldview, the endowment institution
has various economic, social, and cultural functions. It has always been regarded as
a tool for addressing socioeconomic challenges, reducing poverty and class
disparities, and expanding social and economic welfare. Investment in public welfare
through endowment contributes to a balanced distribution of wealth and is a key
factor in wealth concentration within society. This study aims to investigate the
socioeconomic effects of the endowment institution from the perspective of
beneficiary households in rural settlements with the highest endowments. The paper
addresses this research question:

v" To what extent has endowment influenced the economic and social

conditions of rural areas?
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Research Methodology

This research is applied and descriptive, using a survey approach. The statistical
population includes rural areas in Khusf County that have the highest endowments.
According to the latest census data (2015), Khusf County has a population of 27,600,
equivalent to 7,492 households. The study's target population consists of 17 villages
with a total of 1,740 households, which account for the majority of endowments in
the county. The sampling method at the village level was non-probabilistic and
purposive, while at the household level, simple random non-probabilistic sampling
was used.

After determining the sample size, questionnaires were distributed and completed
based on the proportion of households in each village. The questionnaire was
researcher-designed, and the items were in the form of a 5-point Likert scale,
covering two areas: the impact of endowment on the economic status and its impact
on the social status of rural households. The validity of the questionnaire was
confirmed by experts in rural planning and development, and Cronbach’s alpha was
used to ensure the reliability of the measurement tool. Since the obtained values for
both the economic and social components were greater than 0.7, the variables of the
study were considered reliable. Descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation,
coefficient of variation) were used to analyze the data, and to test the research
hypotheses, non-parametric binomial tests and one-sample t-tests were employed.

Findings

The frequency distribution of respondents’ views on the economic impacts of
endowment revealed that, from the perspective of rural households, it has had the
most significant economic impact on the renovation and improvement of public
spaces in rural areas. According to the majority of respondents, the endowment has
moderately influenced agricultural production and has contributed to the stability
and sustainability of income among rural households to a moderate degree. Thus, it
can be concluded that the economic impact of endowment, according to the
individuals in the sample, has been moderate overall. Regarding the social impacts
of endowment, the distribution of responses indicated that endowment has
significantly contributed to fostering a spirit of charity among rural households. It
has played a major role in the establishment of public facilities such as mosques,
religious halls (Husayniyya), schools and more. Furthermore, endowment has
greatly enhanced the spiritual well-being and sense of trustworthiness among rural
households. Overall, respondents rated the social impact of endowment as moderate.

Discussion

The survey results from rural areas in Khusf County indicate that endowment has
had a relatively favorable impact on improving the economic and social conditions
of rural households. Based on priority rankings according to mean scores and
coefficient of variation, the most significant economic impacts of endowment were
found in increasing production levels and ensuring job stability and sustainability. In
terms of social impacts, endowment has most strongly influenced the enhancement
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of charitable spirit among rural households and contributed to the establishment of
cultural and social institutions. Overall, both the economic and social components
were rated by the local community as having more than moderate influence from
endowment on the areas mentioned. This finding aligns with the research conducted
by Sadeghi Kakhki (2016), who also explored the economic impact of endowment
on development. Moreover, the significant social impact of endowment observed in
Khusf County’s rural areas is consistent with Karami’s (2011) study on the social
and cultural functions of endowment and its role in the development of rural areas
in the Bisotun region of Kermanshah. Given Khusf County’s environmental
limitations, the underdevelopment of agriculture and industry, as well as weak
economic infrastructure, rural population dispersal, and depopulation, the
endowment has largely been able to mitigate the challenges arising from these
environmental conditions. It has not only strengthened the financial and economic
foundations but has also contributed to the economic sustainability of the rural
community. Sustainable development relies on the rational use of resources and
ensuring their preservation and use for future generations. In addition to bolstering
economic foundations in unfavorable geographical conditions, the endowment
institution has significantly contributed to the continued use of sustainable resources.
The culture of endowment, as a behavioral model based on altruism and justice, has
made a notable contribution over time to sustaining the economic and social life of
rural areas, even in challenging geographical environments.
Keywords: Rural Development, Endowment, Khusf County.
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