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Introduction

The artistic labor market is characterized by unique features such as job insecurity,
low wages, and income instability. One of the most distinctive aspects, compared to
conventional economic theories of the labor market, is the multiple job-holding
among artists. Despite a growing body of literature in cultural economics that
discusses this phenomenon, the determinants of multiple job-holding in the artistic
and creative labor markets remain largely underexplored. It is of significance to note
that the methodology of economics focuses on establishing a well-restricted
framework of determinants, rather than listing all possible factors. This approach
enables policymakers to effectively monitor and, if necessary, adjust a limited set of
variables to achieve broader economic and social goals related to a particular
phenomenon. This paper aims to identify the determinants of multiple job-holding
among artists by analyzing the underlying infrastructures of the market for arts and
cultural goods and services. The research question of this study is:

e Which market infrastructures significantly explain the variations in multiple
job-holding among calligraphers?

Although the importance of examining this issue extends beyond the artistic and
creative labor markets, fundamental changes in labor markets over recent decades
have led to an increase in non-standard and precarious forms of work, such as
temporary employment, multiple job-holding, project-based work, and involuntary
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self-employment. Therefore, understanding artists' experiences and their strategies
for coping with precarious work is crucial for analyzing the broader labor market.

Methodology
The present inquiry identifies the determinants of multiple job-holding among

artists by examining the infrastructures of the art goods and services market through
a literature review and interviews with experts. The data were collected via a
researcher-designed questionnaire from 33 calligraphy artists residing in Mashhad.
To establish a well-restricted framework of these determinants, one- and two-way
analysis of variance (ANOVA) was applied, controlling for the effect of the artist’s
presence in a prosperous market. This approach clarifies which explanatory
variable(s) serve as key determinants in explaining changes in the dependent
variable. A notable advantage of this method is its ability to handle variables that are
multi-ordered rather than simply binary. Additionally, ANOVA allows for both
univariate analysis—testing the explanatory power of changes in a single
independent variable—and bivariate analysis, which tests the impact of changes in
two independent variables, both individually and in interaction with each other.
Overall, the use of ANOVA, particularly in a two-way or, if necessary, multi-way
design, enables the researcher to reduce the problem’s dimensions from numerous,
potentially correlated, or causally related factors to a limited set of determining
factors.

Findings

After agcounting for the impact of an artist’s presence in a prosperous market, the
vast majority of these infrastructures have independently demonstrated a significant
ability to explain differences in the levels of multiple job-holding among
calligraphers. Subsequently, with the aim of reducing the complexity of the issue
and achieving a well-defined theoretical framework, a two-way ANOVA method
was employed, leading to the identification of nine infrastructures as key
determinants of multiple job-holding among artists from the 28 reviewed: copyright,
access to credit, business startup costs, psychological income, declining demand for
calligraphy, the share of government commissions, differences between primary and
secondary market characteristics, market thinness, and the role of exhibitions,
festivals, and expos.

The findings indicate significant two-way interactions between many of these
determinants and the demand-side infrastructures of the market, as well as between
financial development and the development of art market infrastructures. There is
also a notable interaction between the psychic income derived from artistic
activities—often cited as the primary reason artists accept non-artistic jobs—and the
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market structure, as well as between the declining use of calligraphy and the
underdeveloped business environment in explaining artists' multiple job-holding.
Additionally, the share of government demand emerges as the most significant factor
in explaining artists' multiple job-holding. The marked disparity between the level
of institutional development in the mass market versus the deep-pocket market, the
extreme thinness of the calligraphy market—even compared to other art markets—
and the lack of frequent specialized expos further intensify the incentives for artists
to take on multiple jobs.

Discussion and Conclusion
Empirical evidence highlights several determinants of multiple job-holding among

artists: the demand-driven nature of these determinants, the weak real-financial
mutual linkages (both on the supply side and the demand side of financial services),
the connection between market structure infrastructures and psychic income, the
exacerbation of negative effects due to the declining use of calligraphy in an
underdeveloped business environment, the allocation of government demand
without a pre-announced rule, the underdeveloped institutional environment of the
mass market, market thinness, and the lack of participation in specialized expos. To
address the issue of multiple job-holding among artists, the development of demand-
side infrastructures should be prioritized in any agenda for art market development.
Additionally, enhancing financial instruments and institutions for development
finance in the arts, improving the business environment, reducing barriers to market
entry, refining regulations and procedures of the Iran Calligraphers Association to
reduce labor market frictions for members, ensuring a fairer distribution of
government demand among artists (particularly benefiting young artists in the mass
market), and holding specialized expos periodically can all contribute to improving
the labor market situation for artists.
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Introduction
With the emergence of Islam, religious architecture gained significant importance,
and the mosque became the successor to previous places of worship (Zomarshidi,
1995, p. 9). This shift has played a crucial role in the significance of congregational
mosques, making them stand out even more than other mosques in terms of
decorative inscriptions (Sedaghat, 2008, pp. 19-18). These inscriptions reflect the
architectural transformations of mosques as well as document significant cultural,
economic, social, and political events throughout various eras, providing valuable
information. This article discusses and recognizes the architecture and inscriptions
of the Congregational Mosque of Qaen, which is one of the important mosques from
the Timurid period in South Khorasan Province. A review of previous research
reveals that there has been no comprehensive study focused on the architecture,
inscriptions, decorations, and formation of the Congregational Mosque of Qaen.
Therefore, considering the importance of this building, conducting more thorough
and complete research on it will not only clarify its characteristics but also enhance
our understanding of the culture and architecture of Khorasan. The main questions
of this research are:
o What time period is covered by the inscriptions used in the Congregational
Mosque of Qaen?
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e What subjects are encompassed in the content of these inscriptions?

Architecture of the Congregational Mosque of Qaen

The Congregational Mosque is a two-iwan rectangular structure. The entrance iwan
is located on the eastern side. Beyond the entrance iwan is the courtyard, where, on the
opposite side of the entrance, another iwan and a prayer hall (shabestan) can be seen.
On both the northern and southern sides, there are small iwans with a depth of two
meters flanking the entrance iwan on the east side of the building. In part of the
courtyard, there is a sundial as well as a water reservoir (payabi). The main iwan of
the mosque, situated on the southwest front of the building, is a masterpiece of
architecture, with two prayer halls constructed on either side. The decorations used in
this iwan include brickwork on the main facade, featuring both horizontal and vertical
patterns with geometric designs, while the surfaces below the ceiling of the iwan are
adorned with geometric and arabesque patterns, as well as mugarnas. A total of 15
inscriptions have been identified in this mosque, the oldest of which, dating back to
796 AH, is located inside the main iwan and contains an Arabic text stating that the
order to construct the mosque was given by Jamshid ibn Qaran ibn Jamshid ibn Ali
ibn Ashraf ibn Qazi Shams al-Din Ali al-Qayeni in the year 796. The inscription reads:
“This construction has been undertaken as a charity for the sake of God by the humble
servant of God, Nizam al-Haqq wa al-Din Jamshid ibn Qaran ibn Jamshid ibn Ali ibn
Ashraf ibn Qazi Shams al-Din Ali al-Qayeni in the months of the year 796.”

Inscriptions number 2, dating to 921 AH, concerns the collection of taxes from the
people. Inscription number 3 is dated 1046 AH and pertains to a trust of water from a
ganat for the mosque. Inscription number 4, also from the year 1046 AH, discusses tax
exemptions for certain segments of the population. Inscription number 5 relates to
repairs made to the mosque during the reign of Shah Suleiman Safavi in 1098 AH by
Haji Muhammad Hossein. Inscription number 6 pertains to the construction of a
wooden pulpit for the mosque, dating to 1082 AH. The subsequent inscriptions are
from the Qajar period, starting from 1246 AH and continuing to the most recent one,
which dates to 1993. These inscriptions, written with ink and color on plaster and
mostly found beneath the iwan, include the names of the master builder, the painter,
and the scribe, as well as prayers and poems commemorating the significance and
grandeur of the mosque. The last inscription (number 15) is related to a tombstone that
is placed on the outer wall next to the entrance iwan on the western side of the mosque.
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Findings

Construction Inscriptions: The inscription labeled Number 1, which indicates the
construction of the building, and inscription Number 6 (the pulpit) are classified as
construction inscriptions. These two inscriptions are historically significant because they
specify not only the date of construction but also the hames of the founder, builder, and
artist.

Endowment Inscriptions: An examination of the endowment inscriptions reveals the
religious thoughts of the people. Inscription Number 3 states that land should be cultivated,
and its proceeds are to be endowed to the mosque. At the end of the inscription, prayers
are offered for the king and the owners, along with a curse on anyone who alters the
endowment.

Governmental Inscriptions: Another category of common themes in the inscriptions
includes government orders and decrees that were installed in buildings for public
awareness. Inscriptions Number 2 and 4 fall under this category. Inscription Number 2 also
features Persian words alongside verses from the Quran. Perhaps the inclusion of a Quranic
verse served to bless and confer respect upon that inscription, thus preventing its
destruction.

Restoration Inscriptions: The oldest of these inscriptions is Number 5, which begins
with a portion of verse 18 from Surah At-Tawbah. Inscription Number 7 was written
during the restoration of the building by Karbala’i Ishaq Qayeni. Inscription Number 8 is
also related to the restoration, placed within a floral frame with two other inscriptions on
either side, containing poetry written by Gholamreza Zaker about the majesty of the
mosque’s arch. Inscription Number 9 concerns the restoration of the building and contains
verses praising the greatness of the mosque. Inscription Number 14 is the most recent
restoration inscription in the mosque.

Prayer Inscriptions: In addition to the use of Quranic verses in the inscriptions, there is
a group that contains written prayers. Inscriptions Number 11, 12, and 13 are part of the
prayer inscriptions, created during the Qajar period and featuring red and black ink on
plaster.

Narrative Inscriptions: In the Congregational Mosque of Qaen, inscriptions Number 7
to 10 belong to this category. Inscription Number 7 contains a stanza from a poem in
Saadi’s Gulistan. Inscription Number 10 features a poetic line emphasizing the importance
of prayer. Inscription Number 8 is a stanza describing the grandeur of the mosque's iwan,
spiritually comparing it to Al-Agsa Mosque. Inscription Number 9 describes the vastness
of the mosque's iwan using the literary device of exaggeration. The tombstone inscription
Number 15, located at the entrance iwan on the western side of the mosque, includes verses
related to the Day of Resurrection, though much of the text has become illegible due to
weathering.
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Conclusion

The inscriptions of the Qaen Mosque can be divided into two groups based on their
temporal context: the first group pertains to the Timurid and Safavid periods,
consisting entirely of stone inscriptions related to the construction of the building,
government orders, endowments, religious objectives, and restorations of the mosque.
The second group is later and primarily associated with the Qajar period, focusing on
the restoration of the building and encompassing the area beneath the southern dome
chamber.

The studied inscriptions, alongside governmental and restoration texts, include
Quranic verses, prayers, names of God, the Prophet, Imams, as well as the names of
craftsmen such as the architect, stonecutter, painter, and endower. Understanding these
inscriptions is particularly important for identifying the art and local artists throughout
various historical periods. The inscriptions from the Safavid period hold significant
value, not only for their aesthetic aspects but also as indicators of the political, social,
economic, cultural, and religious conditions of that era.

Keywords: Qaen, Congregational Mosque of Qaen, Architecture, Timurid Period,
Inscriptions.
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Introduction

Rituals serve as vessels for preserving and expressing a society’s historical, cultural,
and religious memory, as well as its collective identity. Therefore, analyzing the structure
and content of rituals is essential for understanding the various facets of a society’s
identity. In Iran, particularly in the Razavi Khorasan province, rituals are diverse and
complex, making research in this area crucial for recognizing national identity and
protecting Iran’s intangible cultural heritage. Despite its importance, there is a significant
gap in this field, especially in Razavi Khorasan. Previous studies have often overlooked
the interdependence of rituals and their integration into broader collections or
superstructures, which are vital for understanding collective identity. To address this gap,
this research aims to describe and introduce the superstructure of the flagpole-carrying
ritual in Chesham village, along with its other Muharram ritual superstructures, to
recognize the collective identity of this ritual collection. By analyzing the structural
system of the flagpole-carrying ritual, this study seeks to explore how the structural
system of Chesham village’s Muharram ritual collection can be utilized to understand
the collective identity of these rituals.

Method

This qualitative, descriptive-analytical research focuses on the flagpole-carrying
ritual in Chesham village, located in Kah district, Davarzan county, in the western part
of Razavi Khorasan province. Data collection primarily employed field methods and
ethnography, supplemented by library research for theoretical and experimental
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literature. Field study tools included observation, semi-structured interviews, and open
interviews. Data analysis utilized thematic analysis, a qualitative research approach
based on analytical induction. This method involves “data classification and input and
output data modeling” as a form of analytical typology (Mohammadpour, 2013, pp.
68-69). The thematic plan, as described by Wolcott (2005, 2008), was implemented in
three stages: description, analysis, and interpretation (Mohammadpour, 2012, pp. 68-
69). Initially, the collected data was organized in chronological order. In the analysis
stage, data was categorized based on the ritual's placement within the ritual collection.
Finally, in the interpretation stage, the ritual's placement within the regional ritual
collection was compared and analyzed.

Findings

The flagpoles in Chesham village consist of 18 pieces, each with a wooden base and
an iron Tug on top. During the flagpole-carrying ritual, the bodies of the flagpoles are
typically covered with black cloths, while the joint where the metal Tug meets the
body is adorned with colorful, often green scarves. This ritual is an integral part of the
superstructure of flagpole-carrying and is connected to other superstructures that form
the broader ritual collection of Chesham's Muharram rituals. In terms of timing and
importance, flagpole-carrying holds a unique position in the village’s rituals. It is
observed in four distinct periods: Friday nights of the first decade of Muharram, the
eve of Ashura, Ashura morning, and Ashura evening. Flagpoles play a primary role in
the flagpole-decorating and flagpole-carrying rituals, and a secondary role in various
other rituals, including “Questions and Answers”, “Stone Beating”, “Nakhl Gardani”,
“Ta’zieh”, and others. Moreover, flagpole-carrying itself encompasses a collection of
rituals, including visiting the graves, and visitation letter reading; each with its own
distinct characteristics and methods. Notably, the flagpole and flagpole-carrying rituals
are symbols of the collective identity of the village people. They also play a significant
role in shaping the collective identity of the ritual collection and the broader Muharram
ritual superstructure in Chesham.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Examining the structural system of Muharram rituals in Chesham village,
particularly focusing on flagpole-carrying, highlights the significance of the narrative
system in shaping the collective identity of this ritual tradition. In this narrative
framework, both living and deceased actors utilize drama, words, music, and
movement to convey the storytelling aspect of the rituals. This structural system,
referred to as “superstructure” (Niinning & Rupp, 2013, p. 13), serves as a “block”
within the broader “ritual grammar” of the Muharram ritual collection in Chesham, as
well as in higher contexts across Khorasan and Iran. It comprises various subsystems,
each representing different blocks that contribute to the overall structure. Each of these
subsystems narrates the story by emphasizing specific performing methods, engaging
the senses of the ritual actors, and incorporating their collective actions. A close
examination of these narrative performance sequences within the superstructure of the
Muharram rituals in Chesham, with a special focus on flagpole-carrying, demonstrates
that the complexity and breadth of this superstructure—reflecting the community's
collective identity—correspond to the peaks and troughs of the Ashura event narrative.

In summary, the social intermediary identity of the Alam in Chesham is manifested
through the village's Muharram ritual collection, of which the Alam superstructure is
an integral part. The collective identity associated with the flagpole-carrying
superstructure can be discerned through three structural systems: ritual action, sensory
action, and narrative performance (Figure 1). The foundation of this identity structure
is the narration of the Ashura event throughout the calendar year, involving the
participation of the entire village, as well as ritual objects such as a flag, palm tree,
stone, chain, musical instruments, and ceremonial clothing.
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Figure 1. Relationships among superstructures that constitute the ritualistic
framework of flagpole-carrying in Chesham
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Introduction
Ibn Husam is one of the most prominent poets of devotional and Shia literature of
the 9th century AH. He excelled in various sciences such as syntax, rhetoric, history,
exegesis, hadith, biographical studies, astronomy, and history. He was a poet of odes
and did not have an independent style, often emulating the poets who came before
him (Lamei-Giv, 2015: 75). His works include Diwan Ash'ar (Collection of Poems),
Nathr al-La'ali, Dala'il al-Nubuwwah, Nasabnameh, and Khavaran-nameh. Due to
his genuine faith in Islam and the Quran, as well as his familiarity with the holy book
and his mastery of hadith and anecdotes about the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them),
he has employed many verses and hadiths in the form of macaronic language. The
odes dedicated to the praise of the Ahl al-Bayt in his Diwan can be considered a
collection of valuable prophetic hadiths and Noble Quranic verses. The research
aims to analyze the poetic technigue of macaronic language used by Ibn-Husam in
his Alawi religious panegyrics. The study focuses on two main questions:
¢ Why did Ibn Husam employ the literary device of macaronic language in his
religious poetry praising the virtues of Imam Ali (peace be upon him)?
o What is the underlying message conveyed through macaronic language in
Ibn Husam’s Alawi religious panegyrics?
Extensive scholarship is available on Ibn Husam, yet a dedicated analysis of
macaronic language within his Diwan remains absent. While briefly mentioned in
certain studies, macaronic language in Ibn Husam’s poetry warrants in-depth
investigation. Notably, this poetic technique is predominantly employed in extolling
the Prophet and the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), encompassing diverse themes
from Islamic history and the virtues of the Prophet’s family.
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Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach and library resources to
analyze the macaronic language within Ibn Husam’s diwan. By meticulously
examining the religious panegyrics dedicated to Imam Ali (peace be upon him), the
study identifies Quranic and Hadith-based macaronic language for in-depth analysis
of both literal and content structures.

Findings

Ibn Husam’s mastery of Arabic, coupled with his profound knowledge of Quranic
recitation and interpretation, is evident in his frequent incorporation of relevant
Quranic verses. His poetic artistry is often enhanced by the inclusion of entire
Quranic verses or their carefully selected fragments. The macaronic language, a
prominent feature of his poetry, can be classified into three structural categories:
Quranic, Hadith-based, and innovative. The pervasive presence of Quranic verses
and hadiths, especially in his praises and accounts of Imam Ali’s virtues, transforms
his poetry into a devotional literary work and, in essence, a compendium of Quranic
and Hadith wisdom.

To accommodate poetic form and meter, Ibn Husam skillfully adapted Quranic
verses and hadiths, at times employing excerpts and other times citing them in full.
Thematically, his poetry can be categorized into three primary areas: the
manifestation of Quranic verses and hadiths, the delineation of personal and social
virtues, and expressions of devotion and love for Imam Ali. With a realistic
perspective and scholarly acumen, Ibn Husam leveraged Quranic teachings and
hadiths to elevate the Prophet’s family’s stature. Through admonition and guidance,
he fostered love and reverence for the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) as the
guardians of spiritual authority.

Conclusion

Ibn Husam, an enduring figure in the religious literature of Khorasan in the 9th
century AH, made significant strides in defending the sanctity of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) through his valuable works. By presenting religious arguments
and occasional admonitions, he fostered a deep-rooted affection for the Prophet’s
family among his followers. As a scholar well-versed in the Quran, the enlightening
teachings of Islam, and the comprehensive body of hadiths and prophetic traditions,
he constructed the pillars of his poetry upon this solid foundation. Ibn Husam
dedicated most of his poetry to the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them),
particularly Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him). He skillfully employed artistic
language and ornate literary devices to present the personal, social, scholarly, and
divine attributes of the Imam to the literary community of his time and to future
generations. One of his artistic creations is the technique of macaronic language,
particularly in the context of the Quran. The poet’s profound love for religious
knowledge and the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), combined with his mastery of
Arabic, is evident in his poetry. Ibn Husam’s verses are enriched with expressions
drawn from the Quran and the sayings of the Prophet. By incorporating these
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beautiful bilingual poems, the poet showcases his scholarly abilities. Such a
multilingualism feature often takes the form of a single verse, half-verse, or a portion
of a Quranic verse or hadith. Most of Ibn Husam’s bilingual poems are dedicated to
the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), encompassing themes such as
moral and personal qualities, courage and bravery in jihad, knowledge, piety, divine
ranks, succession, and prophethood. This article examines several examples,
supported by Quranic verses and hadiths.

Keywords: Ibn Husam Khusfi, Alawi Religious Panegyrics, Macaronic Language,
The Quran, Hadith.
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Introduction
Learning a second language opens a window to new cultures and ideas and has
long attracted scholars’ attention in education and second language learning
disciplines. Despite the importance of learning a second language, research on the
history and evolution of its teaching and learning has largely been limited to
European countries. The history of teaching the French language in Iran, particularly
in the city of Mashhad, has been overlooked by researchers in the fields of language
education and history. The teaching of French in Iran dates back to the Qajar era, yet
studies have not addressed its status in Mashhad. Examining the historical evolution
of language learning offers insight into past strategies and approaches, as language
education has been carried out using various methods and techniques. This study,
with a focus on the teaching and instruction of French in Mashhad, employs
historical research methods and utilizes various sources, including written
documents and press, to answer the following questions:
e What factors have influenced the teaching and spread of French in Mashhad?
e Since when and how had French been taught in Mashhad?
e Who played a role in making French the dominant foreign language in this
city?
o Who were the most prominent French language teachers in Mashhad, and
what was their contribution to this process?
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Methodology

This research is conducted using qualitative documentary and historical methods.
The study delves into the topics through an in-depth examination of primary and
secondary sources. The primary sources of this research include reports from
Mashhad newspapers such as Bahar, Nowbahar, Tazehbahar, Shahamat, Azadi,
Aftab Shargh, Fekr Azad, Habl al-Matin Khorasan, and Hirmand. Additionally,
unpublished documents from the Astan Quds Razavi archive center were utilized.

Results and Discussion

The spread of the French language in Mashhad began during the reign of Naser al-
Din Shah, when local rulers employed French teachers to educate their children.
Notably, Messieurs Ducroix and Cesari were hired for this purpose. Although the
impact of this teaching approach was limited to a small number of individuals, it
nonetheless paved the way for a broader familiarity with the French language. By
the late Qajar period, French was being taught in schools. From the mid-Qajar era,
French played an active role in Iran’s cultural landscape, and French gained
significant importance in the country’s educational system. The establishment of the
Dar ul-Funun, the sending of students to France, the Iranian elite’s interest in French,
and government policies all contributed to French maintaining its status in Iran until
the end of the first Pahlavi period. The presence of French and Belgian advisors was
a key factor in the spread of the language. Belgian involvement, particularly by
Monsieur Lelo, played a crucial role in the expansion of French in Mashhad.

As a key language in commercial, administrative, and financial fields, French saw
a significant increase in public and private education in Mashhad. One of the earliest
initiatives was the French language classes for adults conducted by Michel Petros.
Alongside foreign teachers, some Iranians also began offering private instruction.
Sheikh Ali Akbar Khorasani established the Free Public Education class, and Alireza
Amoozgar organized adult classes for foreign languages. During the Pahlavi era,
even women had access to adult education classes, with Talat al-Molouk Daftari’s
class being one example. These classes emphasized speaking, writing, and
translation skills. Following the arrival of Russian immigrants in Mashhad after the
Bolshevik Revolution in 1917, individuals like Mrs. Antipov and E. Ovnovitch
began offering private French language classes. This trend was continued by some
educated Iranians, with institutions like Golshan, led by Nasrollah Yaghoubzadeh,
and the Khorasan Guide Advertising Institute, managed by Mohammadreza
Khorasani, teaching French. Later, schools such as the Novin School, Houshang
Shafahi School, and Ziaei School also offered French language instruction.
Proficiency in French significantly improved job prospects and employment in the
private sector.

With the establishment of modern schools from the late Qajar period, French was
incorporated into the curriculum of schools in Mashhad. Teachers such as Monsieur
Abdolreza, Monsieur Mohammad Khan, and Jean Natal taught at Rahimiyeh School.
From October 1929, the Ministry of Education also hired French teachers. Messieurs
Leo and Maraval were employed to teach French at Danesh School and the Astaneh



WY | ool3cion e | o dpeio i 5 duniilyd (5L (o3a0T (azei )b (omo 2

School. Some graduates from France also signed contracts with the Department of
Education. From late 1934, the Armenian teacher Gorgian taught French in various
high schools across the city. French was the only foreign language taught at Shahreza
School, with prominent teachers like Mirza Seyed Ali Khan Nasr, Mirza Hassan
Khan Kiani, Seyed Mehdi Khan Nasr, Mirza Ali Akbar Khan Mazini, Abdolali Khan
Saberi Shirvani, Mirza Ali Khan Soltani, and Nazarbeikian.

French language education for girls in Mashhad also began during the Pahlavi
period, with European and Iranian teachers hired to teach French. Among the first
female teachers in Mashhad were Iran Khanum and Touran Khanum Saghafi,
daughters of Moghbel al-Saltaneh, who graduated from France. In addition to
teaching in girls’ schools, Russian immigrants also taught French in private classes.
Prominent female teachers in Mashhad included Aliyeh Sharmini and Juliette
Gorgian. By the end of the first Pahlavi period, students were able to deliver speeches
and perform plays in French. French was also taught in religious schools like
Fazeliyeh Jafari and Navvab. Due to the students’ lack of proficiency, the
Department of Education even organized supplementary classes. French language
exams were among the subjects with the highest failure rates, reflecting the
challenges of teaching a foreign language in religious schools.

Conclusion

The teaching of the French language in Mashhad can be divided into three
main phases. In the first phase, during the Qajar period, French had not yet
become widespread, and private classes were primarily geared towards
commercial and touristic purposes for the aristocracy and merchants. Foreign
employees played a significant role in the spread of the French language, and
by the late Qajar period, private classes were offered by Russian immigrants
and press offices to adults. In the second phase, with the establishment of
modern schools from the late Qajar period, the teaching of French gained
more momentum. With the implementation of a unified educational system
in Iran from 1929 onward, French was taught as a foreign language in
Mashhad, and teachers of French, Armenian, and Iranian descent were
employed.

In the third phase, French became deeply integrated into the educational
system of Mashhad, securing a significant place in both girls' and boys’
schools, whether public or religious. Aliyeh Sharmini and Madame Gorgian
were among the most prominent French teachers at Shahreza Girls” High
School. French language education also began in religious schools such as
Fazeliyeh Jafari and Navvab from 1934. This focus on French language
learning sparked an interest in translation, with most translations being done
from French. However, after September 1941, with the extensive activities of
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the Iran-Britain Council and the Iran-America Cultural Relations Association
in establishing English language classes in Mashhad, and the shift in the
country’s educational language from French to English, the dominant
language in Mashhad’s schools also changed to English.

Keywords: French Language, Mashhad, Language Teaching, History, French
Teachers.
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1. Monsieur Doucroix
2. Henry René Dalmany
3. Monsieur Cesari
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1. Alice

2. Monsieur Duvart

3. Monsieur Cornelis
4. Monsieur Lawlou
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1. Antipov

2. Alliance School
3. Filippoff

4. 1. Ovnovitch
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1. Jean Natal
2. Monsieur Leo
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1. Monsieur Maraval
2. Monsieur Jean Loupallé
3. Monsieur Rouanne
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1. Monsieur Nazrbakian
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Introduction

The archival centers and personal archives of Shia scholars contain valuable
documents and records that offer a wealth of cultural, social, historical, and religious
information. Among these documents are those belonging to the Ayati Birjandi
Family, which shed light on the social, political, and cultural aspects of the Birjand
community and the family's role in various fields. This article seeks to highlight the
significance of these documents in cultural, social, and religious history studies
through thematic categorization and content analysis. Family documents are integral
to historical research as they provide insights into the lives of individuals and offer
a window into the social, political, cultural, and economic history of the society they
inhabited. By categorizing and analyzing the diverse topics covered in family
documents, researchers can uncover overlooked aspects in both local and national
historical studies.

Method

Given the significance of family documents in local historical research, this article
aims to address the following inquiries by conducting a genealogical analysis of the
Ayati family documents: What genealogical details do the Ayati family documents
contain as a family linked to the class of religious scholars? What is the importance
of Ayati family documents in historical research? In the context of this study, a thesis
titled “Sheikh Mohammad Bagher Ayati and the Socio-Cultural Transformations of
Birjand” has been developed, focusing on the social landscape of the region with an
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emphasis on documents in the fourth chapter (Khosravi Minakhoo, 2012, pp. 60-77).
Additionally, an article titled "The Position of the Answers of the Scholars of
Qaenat" has been included in the South Khorasan Studies Journal, highlighting the
responses of this family among various documents (Alizadeh Birjandi et al., 2013).
The Ayati family members, particularly Mohammad Bagher and Sheikh Mohammad
Hossein, have bequeathed a plethora of documents that, upon scrutiny and analysis,
unveil the social, political, and cultural facets of the Birjand community and the
diverse roles these scholars played in various domains.

The remaining documents from the aforementioned family are classified as
follows:

Endowment Documents: In certain instances, the responsibility for administering
the endowment rested with the endower themselves. Subsequently, this
responsibility would be passed on to their male descendants. Conversely, in other
cases, the management of the endowment was entrusted to third parties.

Social Documents: These records encompass a range of subjects including public
welfare, religious harmony, marriage, and the resolution of disputes among
individuals.

Fatwas: These documents consist of judgments issued by scholars from the Ayati
family in response to religious and legal inquiries.

Economic Documents: These records pertain to matters such as leasing
agreements, commercial transactions, and the collection of funds for religious
purposes.

Political Documents: Some of these texts were formulated in response to requests
from governmental bodies at either the central or local level. Others document
political events and conflicts.

Correspondence: The exchange of amicable letters, be it in prose or poetry,
among poets and intellectuals is termed as correspondence. Within the Ayati family
archives, there exist a number of correspondence documents, primarily associated
with Mohammad Hossein Ayati. These missives touch upon various subjects—
ranging from personal and familial matters to social issues and even political
intricacies of the era. One such letter reveals the challenges faced by the writer: “I
am currently under scrutiny for not aligning with popular sentiments and not
pandering to the prevailing regime, much like the esteemed late servant, Haj Sheikh
Mohammad Bagher, who encountered similar backlash.”

Findings

The research findings illustrate the esteemed position of the Ayati family in
addressing social, judicial, and humanitarian issues, as well as religious matters and
their influence on regional decision-making in political, social, and economic
spheres.
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Discussion and Conclusion

From the collection of documents of the Ayati family utilized in this study, it is
evident that in the realms of social, economic, endowment-related, theological,
political, and familial matters, there are documents that upon scrutiny and analysis
of their content, reveal the economic and social conditions of the people in the region
during the Qajar and early Pahlavi eras. The diversity of documents reflects the
social, political, and economic functions of the scholars of this family among the
masses, both rich and poor. The abundance of endowment documents in the archival
centers and personal archives of this family speaks to the longstanding tradition of
endowments in the region and the strong faith of its people, highlighting the role and
function of this family in society. The content analysis of the economic documents
of this family sheds light on the economic interactions among the people and their
livelihoods, primarily focused on agricultural aspects. Additionally, the type and
amount of funds allocated to religious scholars indicate the financial constraints
faced by the people, alongside their steadfastness in religious matters. Furthermore,
the variety and abundance of these documents demonstrate the economic roles of
these scholars. The study of political documents remaining from this family indicates
their significant role in regional political matters. Due to their social influence, the
central government and local authorities valued the political opinions of the Ayati
family. For instance, in the case of the succession of Mohammad Ibrahim Alim and
the matter of the endowment deed, both local authorities and the central government
sought the opinion of Mohammad Bagher. The endorsement of the endowment deed
by Mohammad Bagher led to the stabilization of Mohammad Ibrahim Khan's rule in
Birjand and Qaenat. Additionally, Sheikh Mohammad Hossein's role in supporting
the national front of Qaenat and advocating for the nationalization of oil, as well as
his struggle against British factors, reflects the political situations in the region and
his role in awakening the people of the Qaenat region. The examination of responses
to theological inquiries also highlights the unparalleled position of the scholars of
the Ayati family in resolving religious queries, as well as their role in addressing
social issues.

Keywords: Ayati Family, Genealogy, Mohammad Bagher Birjandi, Mohammad
Hossein Ayati.
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