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1. Introduction

One of the enjoyable literary genres for children is " Nonsense verse
"; it has rhetorical, semantic, and ideological layers and is supported
by intellectual and cultural foundations. Nonsense verse is a type of
poem that children recite during group games or physical movements.
Contrary to the meaning derived from their name, Nonsense verse are
not meaningless or empty; rather, due to their meter and rhythm, they
are very exciting and stimulating. Since the greatest attractions for
children lie in music, they serve as a good basis for movement,
exercise, and children's games. This type of poetry, recognized in
Iranian literature, European literature, and the literatures of other
nations as a literary genre with a specific function of oral
communication, has received little attention and study. In this
research, alongside becoming familiar with the Nonsense verse of
Khorasan, their aesthetics are examined, and answers to the following
questions are obtained:

What prominent linguistic features do the Nonsense verse of
Khorasan have?

Which rhetorical devices occur more frequently in the Nonsense
verse?

What effect do the linguistic characteristics of Nonsense verse have
on children's language and speech skills?

Despite the importance of the subject and the necessity of its study,
research conducted on Persian Nonsense verse is not abundant. A
master's thesis titled "The Devices of Nonsense verse in Iranian
Children's Literature," an article on the relationship between text and
image in the book "Hich Hich Hichaneh," and an article on the
aesthetics of rhetoric and semantic evasion in " Nonsense verse in



Children's Folk Literature" are among them. So far, no independent
research has been conducted on the Nonsense verse of Khorasan, and
this article is the first study.

Method

The present research is qualitative and ethnographic in terms of its
objective and has been conducted with a descriptive-field approach.
Its main goal is to identify and document the common types of nursery
rhymes in Khorasan and to examine their aesthetic functions.

In this study, ethnography has been used as the primary research
method. Ethnography, as one of the fundamental methods in
anthropology, emphasizes the direct observation of people's behaviors
and speech in their natural living environment. Accordingly, the
researcher, by being present in the research field, has collected the
required data through participant observation, in-depth and informal
conversations with locals, and note-taking of children's poems related
to nursery rhymes.

The data collection tools included semi-structured interviews and
participant observation. In the interviews, efforts were made to record
and document native nursery rhymes that children enthusiastically
repeated in the past and to extract their special techniques.
Additionally, part of the research data was gathered from the book
"Local and Indigenous Games of South Khorasan," and all nursery
rhyme samples were transcribed using the international phonetic
alphabet and translated.

Results

In nonsense rhymes, the function of literary devices is not prominently
or specifically expected, but certain techniques enhance its rhetorical
and aesthetic value, making it enduring. These techniques are divided
into two categories foundational and general techniques, which
include meaning avoidance, music, and humor creation, and special
techniques of nonsense rhymes that distinguish them from other
similar genres like parody and gibberish.

A child does not seek precise and logical meaning from poetry.
Freedom from the constraint of meaning expands the child’s
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imagination and doubles the pleasure derived from reading poetry.
Meaning avoidance in nonsense rhymes is observed at both the word
and sentence levels.

Music is the most crucial tool for creating dynamism and excitement
in the language and mind of a child. It encompasses all elements of
speech, including rhythm, rhyme, repetition, consonants and vowels,
emphasis, and pauses. The nonsense rhyme poet uses every technique
to create music because the poetic nature of nonsense rhymes depends
on music. Under normal circumstances, music directs meaning;
however, in nonsense rhymes, meaning is not the goal. The musical
elements of nonsense rhymes include rhythm (short and rhythmic),
innovative rhyming (through anticipation and sharing), and more
Special techniques of nursery rhymes include inversion, ambiguity,
syntactic balance, and animation. In the technique of inversion, we
encounter an illogical, upside-down, and chaotic world; a world
where phenomena act against their nature, and illogical events and
unreal outcomes are accepted and considered normal. "Ambiguity"
refers to the lack of clarity in nursery rhymes through surreal
imagery. Children express their surprise and wonder in response to
these vague and unfamiliar images; this amazement causes the
nursery rhyme to imprint on the child's mind and motivates the child
to try to find a connection between the events and concepts of the
poem. This effort leads to the dynamism and activation of the mind
and, consequently, increases their creative power.

The posing of questions and answers, which are read with a fast and
rhythmic beat, simultaneously creates syntactic balance and spiritual
music, diverting the audience's attention from meaning and
strengthening the nursery rhyme quality of the poem. Animation and
giving life to objects in nursery rhymes are linked to the material and
spiritual experiences of the creator of the Nonsense verse.

4. Discussion and Conclusion
Nonsense rhymes, whose main essence is meaninglessness and
breaking habits, serve as a platform for nurturing the child's mind,
creativity, and language learning. With nonsense rhymes, the child
both sings along and plays.



Nonsense rhymes are very effective in developing children's
imagination. The joy of discovering rhyme and the magic of the
proximity of harmonious words lead to a kind of mental exercise, and
by reading and repeating the poems, as well as playing and having fun
with these verses, the child's body movements synchronize with their
mind. In the nonsense rhymes of Khorasan, general and foundational
techniques are clearly evident; the prominence of the poem's music,
which arises through repetition and phonetic and lexical balance,
meter, rhyme, and sometimes syntactic structure changes, is
considered the most important element beautifying this type of poetry.
The repetition of certain consonants such as "t," "1," and "r" helps
strengthen the muscles of the speech organs and increases the child's
language skills.

Also present in nonsense rhymes are meaninglessness, inversion, and
disruption of the logic governing objects and phenomena, along with
creating surprise and continuous short question-and-answer
exchanges that intensify the rhythm of the nonsense rhyme and
increase its excitement, as well as animating and enlivening inanimate
elements, which is the gateway to the world of impossibilities and is
captivating and enjoyable for the child. All of these elements are
found in nonsense rhymes
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